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Social Calendar 
September 

12th Clubnight  20:00 - The Fox at Fox Corner, Worplesdon GU3 3PP  

19th Committee Meeting


26th Pubnight 20:00 - The Fox at Fox Corner


29th Our Rapscallion Scatter 

Goodwood Events - September 

8th - 10th Revival  30th Tunbridge Wells MC Sprint


Brooklands Events - September 

3rd American Day 17th Emergency Services Day

Competition Calendar 

September 

8th – SMC The Harvester 12 car S/F Angel Hotel.


15th – Cranleigh MC Starters Gun Scatter, 187 90 miles.


22nd – BMC Papyrus 12 car, S/F Whitchurch 185 50 miles.


29th – GMC Rapscallion Scatter. Start Hydons Heath CP, finish Merry Harriers. Regs are available 
from the website.

December 

2nd - Southdowns Stages - Goodwood

Guildford Motor Club Event 2023 Dates 
10th February our round in the Weald 12 Car Series - The Wheeled 12 Car


14th May Printemps Touring Assembly


20th August David Roscoe Memorial Dimanche Tour - Touring Assembly


29th September Rapscallion (Scatter)

https://guildfordmotorclub.org.uk/?page_id=29
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Editorial 

Welcome to the September edition of the magazine.


Coming up on September 29th is the Rapscallion Scatter run by Pash. The event has no fixed 
route and requires those taking part to visit a number of locations. Entries are available and we 
are not restricted to 12 cars.


As the David Roscoe Memorial Dimanche Tour ran last month we have a report and lots of 
pictures. We are particularly pleased to have had 30 cars out on the event and the pleasant 
weather was a bonus. We also continue with the articles supplied Ian MacFadyen about his 
uncle, Gordon Sutherland who was a Director of Aston Martin in the early years. These articles 
look at his Sixty Years in Motoring. Robert has been out and about so there are a few more 
photographs to look at.  


We are pleased to welcome three new members this month Chris Ashworth, Bob Cowe and

Geoff Schofield.


Any reports, anecdotes and articles always gratefully received.


Stay Safe


Annette & Robert Clayson

We have a couple of events that we’ve been invited to –  
 
The Topo


The Topographia – a unique scatter type event using photographs to identify locations on the map. It’s 
on the 15th October, runs from 10:30 to 17:00 and takes place on OS map 185. Regs are available now 
from Richard Pashley & Mark Feeney.


London to Brighton


The London to Brighton Veteran Car Run. This year we’ve been asked to help Hants & Berks MC at 
Clayton Hill. This is the steepest part of the route as it climbs up and over the South Downs. There will 
be plenty to do, and plenty of spectators. 


If you’ve got a 4x4 vehicle and are willing to give towing assistance to help the 120 year old cars get up 
the hill, you’ll be particularly welcome. Contact Mark Feeney for more info.


The L2B is on Sunday 5th November and the first of the 360+ vehicles leave Hyde Park in old London 
Town at 07:00. 
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David Roscoe Memorial Dimanche Tour 2023

 
Planning for this year’s David Roscoe Memorial Dimanche 
Tour got under way before the previous tour, The Printemps, 
ran – 5 months ago. 


I had the start and finish agreed – The Fox Inn, but the 
halfway lunch halt was the key. Once I’d got that in place, 
the route could be put together.


Making good use of a well know search engine, I had a few 
village halls to choose from and decided on 
Northchapel. With the hall booked, I could take 
my time in putting the route together, using many 
of the roads that have featured in past editions of 
Jedi and Rapscallion 12 cars as well as a couple 
of Pheasant Plucker road rallies.


We needed to make sure that each of the 31 
entrants parked sensibly at The Fox, as space 
was at a premium. Fortunately, our Social 
Secretary and driver of car 4, Francis, took on the 
role of car parking Sergeant-Major, ensuring 
everyone did as requested and park prettily or risk 
his wrath. 


As I had to get down to Northchapel and Rob was 
on photographer duties, Graham started the cars 
off at minute intervals, before leaving as last car.


On our previous event, back in May, we had 
flooded roads and fallen trees to contend with. On 
Sunday we only had the burst water pipe just 
after the start!


One of the Mini’s managed to miss the very first 
junction and drove past the slot Left just 0.14 
miles in. They obviously got it sorted quickly, as 
they were one of the early arrivals at the lunch 
halt, along with Tom & Lizzie Scott in the Ferrari.


Having been the second to last car to leave the 
start, even I was surprised at how much time they 
had made up, until Tom mentioned that the roads 
were just too rough in places for the low-slung 
thoroughbred to cope with and they decided to 
stick to the A283 after grounding out on the 

Assembled at the start

Barry Dreghorn - Ian Macfayden

Dave and Linda Eaton

David and Anne Madgwick

Continued on Page 6
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Francis Carlisle-Kitz and Jason Walker Graham Cannings and Camilla Wood

Nick Hitch and Mark Lemkey Barry and Jenny Green

Terry and Helen Schraider

Graham and Carol Moore

Andy Budden and Matt Hirst

Tim and Robyn Schraider
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narrow Church Lane between Brook and Witley. For the return leg, I suggested they miss the section around 
Highstreet Green and Hambledon, to cut up through Chiddingfold then Wormley and rejoin the route in 
Milford.


We had almost everyone back at The Fox Inn by 15:30, which, coincidently is the time car 1 was due back. 
Sadly, Barry and Ian in the Model T had a tyre fly off the rim near Milford. 


Francis and Jason in the Ford Classic were just behind them and would have had a grandstand view of the 
98 year old (car, not driver) sliding to a halt.


Eddie and Susan Mace Bob and Jacki Wardle

Michael and Maisy Powell Chris and Sue Ashworth

Brian and Michelle Cainey Derek and Margaret Hall

Continued on Page 8
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David Shepherd and Jon Freeman Mike Ridley and Vanessa Cull

Rob and Wendy Perry Ray and Linda Vass

Nathan and Isla Pitman Paul and Dorthy Critchley

Andrew Brandon and Nikki Morgan Mike and Debbie Hughes



September 2003 In Tune

Page 8

They fitted the spare, only to find I was a bit flat. They made their way to the filling station in Milford, but the 
valve in the tube isn’t like modern tyre valves and what little air they had, escaped. Luckily, Ian lives nearby, so 
his wife bought their foot pump with a cycle adaptor to save the day.


Having got 40PSI in (it should be 60!), Barry decided to gingerly make his way back home to Guildford. A great 
shame as the car had been running perfectly up to then.


Unfortunately, Hamish Roscoe couldn’t make the event, but he did donate £100. As the event had already 
covered expenses, the club decided to match the amount and have the entrants choose two charities to 
benefit.  Many Thanks to Hamish for his generous donation.


With everyone accounted for, we totted up the Charity votes and had a discussion as to who should get the 
David Roscoe Memorial Dimanche Tour “Embodying The Spirit of Participation” award. 


It was so difficult to decide who should get the trophy, but Barry and Jenny Green in their Triumph TR4a got 
the nod. 


Lauren Cainey and Jonathan Visone Colin and Dawn Woodhouse

Tom and Lizzy Scott Sharron and Graham Skingle

Barry Green receiving the  Embodying The Spirit

of Participation Award from Mark Barry’s TR
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Table 1

Guildford Motor Club
David Roscoe Memorial Dimanche Tour - 20th August 2023

Entry List
Driver Passenger Car Year Registration Colour

1 Barry Dreghorn Ian MacFayden GMC Ford Model T 1925 SV 8844 Black
2 Dave Eaton Linda Eaton TR Register Triumph TR3A 1959 9888 BP Black

3 David Madgwick Anne Madgwick H&B Morris Mini Minor 1960 OPR 236 Blue
4 Francis Carlisle-Kitz Jason Walker GMC Ford Classic 315 1962 411 XVD Green/White
5 Graham Cannings Camilla Wood VSCC Sunbeam Alpine 1963 2694 DW Blue
6 Nick Hitch Mark Lemkey Triumph TR4A 1965 LOO 146C BR Green

7 Barry Green Jennifer Green TR 
Register 

Triumph TR4A 1966 LYV 327D Blue
8 Terry Schraider Helen Schraider MCR Morris Mini Cooper S 1967 22 DFW Red/White
9 Andy Budden Matt Hirst MG B GT 1967 TEU 704E Red

10 Graham Moore Carol Moore WACT Morris Minor 1969 TPN 434H Grey

11 Tim Schraider Robyn Schraider MG B GT 1970 BLM 989H Red
12 Eddie Mace Susan Mace H&B Triumph TR6 1970 GMP 897J Damson
14 Michael Powell Maisy Powell Austin Mini 1970 ERK 494J Fiesta Yellow 
15 Bob Wardle Jacki Wardle NG TF 1970 HGC 699J White

16 Chris Ashworth Sue Ashworth MASC MG Midget 1971 ODR 977K Red
17 Derek Hall Margaret Hall Triumph Stag 1974 GMS 77N Red 
18 Roger Twigg Magaret Twigg MG Midget 1974 GPM 720L Red

19 Brian Cainey Michelle Cainey Triumph Stag 1974 PDE800M Red
20 David Shepherd Jon Freeman Bristol OC Bristol 411 1975 TTX 277 Blue
21 Mike Ridley Vanessa Cull TR Register Triumph TR6 1976 EVN 370L White
22 Rob Perry Wendy Perry H&B MG B GT 1979 HKX 607T Yellow

23 Raymond Vass Linda Vass H&B Daimler 1997 P143 LOM Topaz
24 Nathan Pitman Isla Pitman Lotus Elise 1999 T96 XPB Green
25 Peter Gardner David Gallacher BMW Z3 2000 W76 LJM Black  

26 Paul Critchley Dorothy Critchley HRCR Mercedes SLK 2000 606 VMV Blue
27 Andrew Brandon Nikki Morgan Jaguar XK8 2005 CP05BAU Blue

28 Mike Hughes Debbie Hughes GMC Morgan +4 2008 H1 WEX White
29 Lauren Cainey Jonathan Visone Ford Fiesta 2010 AP10 GSV White

30 Colin Woodhouse Dawn Woodhouse BMC Skoda Octavia Scout 2017 FGZ 1302 Silver

31 Tom Scott Lizzy Scott Ferrari 488 Pista 2020 SC07 TTJ White
32 Sharron Skingle Graham Skingle GMC Hyundai i10 2017 HK17 JNZ White

1

The two charities chosen to get £100 
each were The Phyllis Tuckwell 
Hospice and the Kent, Surrey & 
Sussex Air ambulance. Both very 
worthy causes, which we all hope 
never to have to use, but glad they 
are there if we do. 


Finally, it just remains for me to thank 
a few people – 


Nigel Mort – our host at The Fox Inn, 
for allowing us to cause chaos.


Lorraine Feeney & Annette Clayson – 
our long-suffering wives who allow us 
to indulge in these follies.


Kind regards and stay safe,


Mark & Rob.
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Out and About - Thruxton Summer Festival 29th July

The festival featured mainly Caterham 
Races and saloons whilst the Saturday 
when I went was dry Sunday was very wet 
so I am glad I missed out!
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Out and About - Departure Lounge, Alton 6th August
Meetings at the Departure Lounge happen on the first Sunday of the Month (the next one is on the 3rd September). It is a 
very relaxed affair starting at around 2pm for a couple of hours or so all for £1 admission. There is always a diverse 
assortment of cars there. [The Departure Lounge is on the A339 on the Basingstoke road just outside Alton].
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SIXTY YEARS OF MOTORING

My Sixty Years
of Motoring
by Gordon Sutherland
(Director of Aston Martin L933 to 1947)

ln 194'7 I had purchased Friary Motors
at Old Windsor, with the intention of
developing it as a Service and Experimental
department for Aston Martin's. David Brown
had no need of this, so we agreed that I keep
it and run it as a scparate concern. We also
took over all pre-war Aston spares and
drawings and the "Atom" which had now
outlived its usefulness. At that time the pre-
war engines were causing us concern as there
was no replacement cylinder blocks, so we
had arranged to fit new push-rod engines to
pre-war open cars. One of these had already
been fitted to a 214 seater and I ran it
experimentally for some time. I also did
some supercharging experiments on it which
were quite exciting and made it a very fast
car. I had a funny experience in this car-
when going up North on the Al onc evening
I met up with a rather strange R.R. Bentley
which certainly was far frorn standard. We
had quite a dice for several ntiles and,
although thc Aston was just as fasr, I let him
draw ahead on safety grounds. A mile or so
further on, there he was again! We continued
to dice fbr a while when, to my horror, I
realised I was chasing a Police car that was
chasing thc Bentlcy! After that things calmed
down somcwhat. i

In 1949 I sold the 25 hp Vauxhall and
took dclivery of one of the new Jowett
Javelins. This was a most interesting post-war
car and could have been one of the British
answers to advanced foreign design. The flat
four engine ensured a beautifully vibration
free drive and the springing and steering
were equally good. Also, the body was
extraordinarily capacious for a small car and
easily copcd wirh four peoplc and a mass of
luggage. lts perlormance, too, was
outstanding for a lt/z litre and also it was
most economical. What a pity production was
stopped when Fords took over Briggs who
made the bodies.

In October 1950 I purchased E. D.
Abbotts, the well-known Farnham
coachbuilders who had built up quite a
reputation for pretty litrle drop-head coupes,
especlally on pre-war Talbots. Strangely
enough, atracred by these, I had golthem to
make similar bodies on the Aston-in 193g, soI already knew the Works and some of the
personnel. This new venture gave me the
design interest I had been missing since
leaving Astons, and I was very k"een to get
involved in new contracts. The firm was"
already making dropheads on the Healey with
a 2t/z h.tre Riley enline. This was a big',
pgeh a. cylind_er job. nor unlike the prE-war
2 litre Astonl Ir had a good performince butlittle refinement -againl like'Astons really
more suitable for open cars. Abbons were
rvell established agents for R.R. and Bentley

and I thought that here was probably where
the future lay. Bearing this in mind we
started designing a lowered streamlined
Bentley. Also there was in stock a 3t/z litre
pre-war Derby Saloon Bentley and I got the
idea of using this chassis to make a
competition car on the lines of the successful
E. R. Hall T.T. Bentleys. We built a very
lightweight streamlined open body for it and
reconditioned the chassis completely without
any drastic modifications. Like this it was
entered in some Club events at Silverstone
driven by Jack Fairman, who had driven at
Spa in an Aston. It only weighed 24 cwl-
possibly the lightest Bentley yet-and had
good acceleration to about 100 but its
maximum speed was limited by revs and axle
ratio. Also we found the exhaust too
restricted for prolonged high speed and the
movable radiator shutters were prone to close
when flat out. To overcome these problems
we had a speciai exhaust manifold made up,
locked the radiator shutters open and fitted
the highest axle available. All this greatly
improved matters and I was so hopeful that I
entered it in the Bentley race at Goodwood.
Alas, I was to be disappointed. The W.O.
Bentleys were obviously honed up to be
much faster and also cornered better,
probably due to their shorter wheelbase.
Anyway, it was all quite interesting and our
car made a delightful road car. It was most
exhilarating to drive due to its smooth silence
and high acceleration, combined with the
superb R-R. synchromesh gear-box. I was
glad that subsequently it was quite successful
in the sprints and hill climbs in which it
competed. It eventually went to the Doune
Motor Museum-a far cry from 100 mph on
the Hog's Back road.

At Abbons we were still working on
designs for a low streamlined Saloon on the
current Bentley chassis so I went up to
Crewe to see our old friend Mr Grylls,
armed with various drawings. Needless to say
I went in the Abbott Bentley as I thought this
would interest him. He was certainly
interested to see this but I am afraid I was in
for a shock about the current cars. "I am
afraid we have already been working on
something very like this," he said, "you're
wasting your time". He then took me to their
Experimental shop and showed me the new
Continental which was then still secrct.
"Could we not do a bodv on this chassis?" I
asked. This was a mattei for high level
decision and chiefly depended on whether we
could get the weight comparable to the new
lightweight Mulliner all aluminium
coachwork.

As we had got so far we carried on
with a prototype and eventually Bentleys
supplied us with some special low radiator

chassis with a high rear axle ratio, but not
the high compression engine nor the close
ratio gearbox. This limited maximum speed
to about 108 against the Continental's 120,
but it still was an excellent car, and the
quietest I have ever been in. One could listen
to the radio news quite easily at 100 mph.
Also we had a folding rear seat squab which
gave fantastic luggage space, much better
than the Continental. We took one to the
opening of M.l.R.A. where the then Minister
of Transport, complete with crash hat and
goggles, was driven round the track at 120
mph in a racing Jaguar. Later on, in the
marquee, I got talking to Jack Barclay who
said "I like your new Bentley, I'll take the
first ten!" I nearly fell through the floor.
Anyway, he was as good as his word and
took more than this eventually, so our efforts
were not wasted.

Reverting back two or three years,
when the war ended, Astons, as I have
already described, had new designs at an
advanced stage. Apart from additional
finance, however, there were clearly going to
be great material supply problems, especially
for the smallcr production firms which would
have no "pull" with supplicrs. This problem
had already been realised by the Duncan
brothers who had formed a company to
manufacture a small car especially designed
to overcomc them. Their solution was to usc
as far as possible motor cycle components
which were much easier to obtain. In the
meantime to get their Works going they were
making bodies on Healey chassis. It was
through this that I heard about them as I had
ordered a Duncan Healey. The Duncan car
was minute, smaller than the later Mini
which had not yet shaken the motoring
fraterniry. It was front wheel drive with an
air cooled twin cylinder B.S.A. motorcycle
engine and had no frame as such, being built
of aluminium heavy gauge sheet.
Unfortunately, due to their Healey body
production, they got into financial difficulties
over Purchase Tax and were forced to sell
out. I was most attracted to this miniature car
and tried to get several influential firms and
people to finance its production, but without
success.

I was not alone in my interest as
Austins made an attractive offer to Duncan
and he sold out to them-he also went to
work for them. This really small town car
idea had bitten me though, and I started
looking round for a suitable engine. Most
mot<lr cycles still had single cylinder engines
but there were now a few twins and, on
visiting the 1948 Motor Cycle Show, I was
most intrigued with the Wooler flat 4 cyl.-This was a remarkable machine in many
ways. Mr Wooler senior had a made a pre- 39

My Sixty Years of Motoring 
We are grateful to member Ian Macfadyen for this continuing article written by his uncle, Robert 
Gordon Sutherland, recounting his Sixty Years of Motoring. Each decade will be published of the 
coming months.
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SPRING I985
war motor cycle with many novel ideas-one
of which was to have the steering tube
coming up through the petrol tank leaving the
front of the latter available for a streamlined
headlamp and instruments binnacle. I believe
one of these raced at Brooklands with a
yellow coloured tank and became known as
"the flying banana". Anyway, the 1948 4
cylinder job certainly interested me and I
tried to get more information about the
engine and its performance. In this I was
unsuccessful although I persisted for some
time and made several visits to the Wooler's
home. I never even heard one run. Claudc
Hill produced various theories that it was
incorrectly designed and couldn't work
anyhow. But similar theories were put
forward about the pre-war Trojan but that
certainly did go and was produced in some
numbers. Eventually, however, I had to try
and forget the Wooler.

At this time 500 cc car racing was
having a big vogue-probably because it was
possible even then to build Specials using
motor cycle components. One of the most
successful of these was, of course, John
Cooper who was introduced to me by Dan
Godfrey of G.N. and H.R.G. fame. The
H.R.G. Works were quite close to Coopers
and I used to visit both and discuss various
aspects of motor sport. On one of these visits
John showed me a two seater road car he had
made with a mid-engined Speed twin
Triumph engine. He had an exceptionally
skilled panel beater and between them they
had evoked a really super looking streamlined
body-no doors or hinged panels anywhere.
When you wished to do anything to it you
just lifted off the complete body. John said
he didn't know what to do with it-it
wouldn't be any good for racing and that was
all in which he was interestcd. So I bought it
and took it to Friary Motors in a van. it not
being roadworthy. After a bit of modification
we made it driveable and I was able to try it.
It was exciting to say the least; it had terrific
acceleration but was incredibly noisy. I was
so attracted by its looks that I decided to fit a
much tamer and more flexible power unit and
eventually chose a flat-twin water cooled
1,000 cc Bradford engine. This only gave 25
hp but at the low figure of 3,500 rpm, so,
with a high gear I was going back to W.O.
Bentley days. I had a lot of fun with this car;
it would cruise indefinitely at its maximum of
about 60 mph and do over 40 mpg. We went
to a Silverstone motor cycle meeting in it and
had some difficulty reaching it again in the
car park there was such a crowd round it.
After I purchased Abbotts my ideas for
producing a small town car were dropped so
the Cooper was sold. I often wondered what
happened to it.

Now that Abbotts hadn't much hope of
a long Bentley body contract we had to look
round for something elsc to do. Therc was
always the odd "one off" but these never
paid-a run of at least ten seemed the
minimum, even to get one's money back. For
a time I was hopeful of Jowetts. They had
just produced the Jupiter sports chassis and
we did several bodies on these, some quite
attractive. I thought. I also bought a srnall
Allard chassis with a Ford Zephyr 6 cyl
enginc. On this we fitted a vcry nicc
streamlined 2 door coupe and exhibited it at
Earls Court where it attracted favourable
comment. After the show I took it up to
Scotland and back, and found there were
various defects in the chassis design, chiefly
with the rear suspension which completely
collapsed! So we redesigned all this and fitted

Vauxhall Dubonnet front suspension, also an
overdrive and Raymond Mays cylinder head
to the engine. All this made it into quite a
nice car, if a bit "Heinz 57". In fact we
called it an "Abbott"and it had an Abbott
badge, although the log book and license said
Allard. I was stopped very late one night
near Farnham at a routine police check point
and while one of the officers spoke to me,
the other was taking down the details.
Eventually completely baffled, he came to the
other window and said "What the heck is
it?" I tried to explain but he then said "You
haven't robbed a bank, have you?" Whcn I
said "no" they said "Drive on". I think
they were glad to get rid of me!

After this Abbotts made a series of
drop-head coupes on Bristol 405 chassis.
These were very attractive cars and the
workmanship was of very high quality, as
one would expect from Bristols. I especially
liked the overdrive arrangement which was
activated by a srnall dashboard lever held live
by a magnetic field when in top gear. As
soon as one changed down it automatically
jumped into direct drive so one only used it
when engaging the higher ratio. I found this
very pleasant to drive and have often
wondered why other modern cars didn't
adopt it. Surely much more simple than a 5
speed gearbox? I believe these cars are now
much sought after by enthusiasts. What a pity
Bristol at this time did not have a high torque
3 litre engine instead of relying on a high
revving 2 litre to get the performance. It was
this that led me to try supercharging my own
Type 403. These experiments I carried out
for some time in the hope that I could
interest Bristols in the idea. The chief snag,
of course, was petrol consumption which was
only about 20 mpg but the acceleration to 70
was about the same as the current 4t/z |itre
Automatic Bentlcy and 4 secs. quicker than
the standard Bristol.

Following this Abbotts made two
prototype drophead coupes on a Jensen 541
chassis but Jensens didn't take it up. I ran
one myself for some time and found it very
good. After the low torque Bristol 2 litre the
big 4 litre engine was much more exciting
but, of course, in quite a different category.
The Austin engine was similar to that used in
my brother's harvester! The gearbox was
very cumbersome, not that one need to use it
much to get good performance. On the other
hand the stiff Jensen tubular chassis was very
suited to a drop-head body and there was
absolutely no scuttle shake or like symptoms.
It is a pity more of these were not made.

I then bought a Lancia 2,500 cc 6 cyl
Aurelia Spyder. This really was a super car
and had very few snags-I had it four years.
The 6 cyls were in V formation (werc
Lancias the originators of this?) and was
compact and very smooth. It never gave me
any trouble. The rear suspension was of the
De Dion type with chassis mounted gearbox
at the back similar to modern Alfas. This
does present problems in cold weather due to
oil drag and never gives such a sweet
change, even when thoroughly hot-but it
was passable. The front suspension was the
old Lancia type of telescopic pillar and could
cause a bit of brake wobble if not kept in
good condition. The real snag was the body
which was designed for sunny ltaly-no
weather protection whatever but a very
sophisticated curved windscreen which
shattered on one of my first long runs as it
was not laminated. By using Abbotts Ford
production run as influence I was able to
have several laminated ones produced. Apart

from this it was a great car and a beautiful
looker. I wish I still had it. Actually I gave it
to my eldest son who did a marathon nrn to
Istanbul and back in it but he subsequently
sold it as the insurance was so prohibitive for
him as a student at University.

When petrol supplies seemed doubtful
in 1956 just after Suez, I bought a 2 C.V.
Citroen open pick-up. Friary Motors were
Citroen agents and they put the order through
to Citroen U.K. at Slough as per catalogue. I
subsequently heard this caused some
consternation as Slough had never assembled
a pick-up version although they had all the
bits. Anyway, it was duly delivered and I
found it quite unique. What was so
unexpected was the incredibly soft
suspension-one just didn't feel the road at
all-as someone said "rather like taxiing in a
large aeroplane"-one could hear wheels
bouncing up and down without feeling them!
The performance was pathetic, apart from
consumption which was a genuine 40+ mpg.
Of course, this was one of the early 2 CVs,
only 425 cc and 12 hp, so one could hardly
expect a kick in the back. Even so, having to
change down against a head wind made one
think! On the other hand it was an ineredibly
tough little vehicle and we found it most
useful as a load carrier round the estate. On
one memorable occasion I asked Abbotts
boiler man to load it with ashes as I was
making a pathway. When I came to drive it
home it was nearly dragging on the ground
although he had only filled it up to the sides.
It got me home O.K., about ten miles, but it
certainly did look strange.

Our temporary fuel crisis over, I
decided I had better get back to high
performance cars again so ordered one of the
new Jaguar XK 150s. This was a great
disappointment as I found the gear change
appalling. After sending it back for clutch
adjustment I decided I couldn't tolerate it so
exchanged it for a new Mercedes 220 Saloon.
This was my first Mercedes and a delightful
car with super road holding and handling-I
couldn't fault it in any way. In the meantime,
however, Jensens had bought out the 541R
with a different engine and gearbox and a
lovely streamlined Saloon body, so I was
tempted to one of these and found it one of
the best high performance cars I have owned,
if a trifle heavy to handle.

By this time Abbotts had really found their
production solution-converting Ford Saloons to
Estate cars. At that time Fords themselves didn't
make an Estate car and we had tentatively con-
verted a Zephyr saloon by cutting the roofand
back and fining a side opening rear door-rather
like the Hillman Husky, which may have given
us the idea. All this could be done for around
f200 and made the car into a rather highclass-
looking "one off", which must have had a
strong appeal to the "hunting, shooting and
fishing" fraternity. We took one to the 1956
Show and were inundated with enquiries.

A few weeks previously I had had our
prototype at Coodwood and, apparently, one of
Fords high executives had seen it. When the
great interest at the Show was realised Fords
approached us to make hundreds for them as a
catalogue model. Thus started several years of
very successful business until the thing grew big
cnough for Fords to do it themselves in produc-
tion. This spelt doom to Abbotts but was, I
suppose, inevitable. The days of special coach-
building are finished, other than those lucky
firms who have been taken over by car manufac-
turers. This, then, brought me to the end of my
Commercial life in the Motor Industry.

(To be continued)40
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Out and About - British Motor Show, Farnborough 17th August
The British Motor Show ran for 4 days from the 17th August at Farnborough. Although very busy because of the size of the 
site it didn’t feel overcrowded. Lots of variety there, new cars, old cars, supercars and classic cars. With two display arenas 
there was lots to keep punters satisfied. I didn’t realise the event had such a draw as the family I talked to on the way in had 
come down from South Yorkshire. 
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Out and About - GRRC Track Day Goodwood 12th August

There are only six original AC 
Daytona Cobra Coupe’s, all six  
appeared at the Goodwood Revival 
a few years ago. However, there are 
number of replicas around. The two 
cars pictured below are licensed 
continuation models and I had the 
opportunity to photograph them on 
the grid at Goodwood. I was lucky to 
get some shots with out any people 
in the pictures!
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Revolution 

Revolution is the official magazine of 
Motorsport UK. Guildford Motor Club is 
a member club of Motorsport UK.


The magazine is published monthly and 
can be read either online or as a .pdf.


Read the current edition Online, past 
editions are also available. You can also 
access the Motor Sport Year Book from 
this link.


Download the magazine as a .pdf. (This 
down loads the magaz ine f rom 
Motorsport UK website)

https://revolution.motorsportuk.org
https://revolution.motorsportuk.org
https://motorsportuk.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/17113058/Revolution_July-2023-SP-3.pdf
https://motorsportuk.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/17113058/Revolution_July-2023-SP-3.pdf
https://revolution.motorsportuk.org/full_page_image/page-1-135/content.html
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From the Slide Collection 

This time we visit Montlhery, just outside Paris for the … 
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GMC - Membership FeesGMC - Goodies
Full Membership £15.00

Family Membership £20.00

Associate Membership £2.50

Pro-rata Membership for new members joining 
after 1st July

Full Membership £7.50

Family Membership £10.00

The following GMC Goodies are available from Mark 
Feeney, just phone him or speak to him at Clubnights

Car Badges (Enamel) £30.00

Windscreen Sticker £1.50

Club Badge (Self Adhesive) £1.00

GMC Leather Key Ring £1.50

GMC Mugs £2.00

GMC Polo Shirts (White) £15.00

GMC Sweat Shirts (Green) £20.00

Romers, Clear or White 
plastic

£6.00

GMC Ice Scrapers £2.00

GMC - Contact Details  

Chairman, Secretary, Safeguarding Officer: 
Mark Feeney


71 Carfax Avenue, Tongham, Farnham Surrey. 
GU10 1BD 

Phone: 01252 319672(H) 07747 445680 (M)

email cm@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk


Competition Secretary: Richard Pashley


The Old Baliffs House, 152 Brox Road, 
Ottershaw, Chertsey Surrey. KT16 0LQ

Phone: 01932 875253

email: cs@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk


Treasurer and Vice Chairman: 

Graham Skingle


Phone: 01252 702510

email: tr@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk


Social Secretary: Francis Carlisle-Kitz


Phone: 07500 512494

email: ss@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk


Chief Marshal: Jon Marlow


Phone: 07970 926905


Magazine Editors and Website: Annette and 
Robert Clayson


39 Longhope Drive, Wrecclesham, Farnham, 
Surrey. GU10 4SN 

Phone: 01252 726618

email: intune@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk

Website and Social Media 
Website:

 www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk

facebook: 
 www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub

instagram:

 https://www.instagram.com/guildfordmotorclub

twitter: 
https://twitter.com/guildford_motor

Hamish Roscoe’s YouTube channel is here.

mailto:cm@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
mailto:cs@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
mailto:tr@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub
https://www.instagram.com/guildfordmotorclub
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrXjQt8CiQNaGDrjhmPLqMA
mailto:ss@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
mailto:intune@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
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