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Social Calendar 
June 

4th Farnham Festival of Motoring, Upper Hart car park 10am - 1 pm 

13th Clubnight  20:00 - The Fox at Fox Corner, Worplesdon GU3 3PP  

20th Committee Meeting


27th Pubnight 20:00 - The Fox at Fox Corner 

Goodwood Events - June 

10th Classic Alfa  17-18th Players Classic (Ticketed) 25th Breakfast Club


Brooklands Events - June 

4th London to Brighton Classic Rally 17-18th Brooklands Relived

Competition Calendar 
June 
4th BTCC at Thruxton


10th Abingdon Carnival Sprint


11th Abingdon Carnival Stages


December 

2nd - Southdowns Stages - Goodwood


Weald MC 12 Car Challenge 

Resumes in the Autumn.

Guildford Motor Club Event 2023 Dates 
10th February our round in the Weald 12 Car Series - The Wheeled 12 Car


14th May Printemps Touring Assembly


20th August David Roscoe Memorial Dimanche Tour - Touring Assembly


29th September Rapscallion (Scatter or 12 Car)

Abingdon Carnival Stages Sunday 11th June 

Marshals needed – it seems that the organisers are a bit short of marshals for this years event. 
So if you’re available and want to help out let me know and I’ll send you the marshals registration 
email. The event is 80 miles of Airfield runways and perimeter tracks split over 7 stages. It’ll be 
an all-day event and has a full entry of 100 cars taking part. If you’ve not marshalled before, 
don’t worry, you’ll be with the rest of the GMC marshalling team to show you the ropes.


Mark 
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Editorial 

Welcome to the June edition of the magazine.


Naturally this month we feature the Printemps Tour with a full report from Mark and it contains 
lots of photographs.


There is a plea for Marshals on the Abingdon Stages on the 11th, see the opposite page. We 
continue with the articles supplied Ian MacFadyen about his uncle, Gordon Sutherland who 
was a Director of Aston Martin in the early years. These articles look at his Sixty Years in 
Motoring. Robert has been out and about quite bit so naturally there are a few photographs to 
look at.


And a timely reminder our next tour, the David Roscoe Memorial Dimanche tour is on the 20th 
August.


Any reports, anecdotes and articles always gratefully received.

Stay Safe


Annette & Robert Clayson

Revolution 

Revo lu t i on i s t he offic ia l 
magazine of Motorsport UK. 
Guildford Motor Club is a 
member club of Motorsport UK.


The magazine is published 
monthly and can be read either 
online or as a .pdf.


Read the current edition Online, 
past editions are also available. 
You can also access the Motor 
Sport Year Book from this link.


Download the magazine as 
a .pdf. (This downloads the 
magazine from Motorsport UK 
website)

https://revolution.motorsportuk.org
https://www.motorsportuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Revolution_May-2023-SP-3.pdf
https://www.motorsportuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Revolution_May-2023-SP-3.pdf
https://revolution.motorsportuk.org/full_page_image/page-1-135/content.html
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60 YEARS OF MOTORING

My Sixty Years
of Motoring
by Gordon Sutherland
(Director of Aston Martin 1933 to 1947)

The ycar 1926 was for us thc beginning of
the Alvis era, the family had no fewer than
nine during the next sevcn ycars. It all
startcd this January whcn I at last got my
lirst l2150 hp "ducks back" 2 str. Sports.
This had been my dreant car lbr rnonths and
rnonths and I certainly was not disappointed.
It was terrific. Even thcse days the
performance wouldn't have been bad, over 80
rrph and 30 mpg and acceleration to match,
particularly in the gcars. Well ovcr 50 nrph
in 3rd without overrevving seented incredible
to us and when my father borrowcd it to try
he drove ovcr fifty miles without getting into
top and said he thought it noisyl These were
great cars and miles ahead of' nrost vehicles
at that time . It was F.W.B. but norhing likc
as powerful as those on thc Bcan howcvcr,
if one kcpt the opcrating cables properly
iubricated, they were adequate. If these got
rustcd up in their sleeves therc was a serious
loss of brake power even if one had very
powcrful lcg musclcs. My sistcr also qot a
12i50 hp widc 3 seater latcr in rhc year and
this was suhscqucntly fittcd with a [)cw,rrrdrc
Vacuurl cylindcr to the brake pcdal which
gavc vastly easier rctardation. This car, too.
had a grcat pcrlormance with ovcr 70 mph
and verv grxtd accclcration in thc gcars. 1'hc
gcar changc was fairly tricky on both cars
and, unfortunatcly, il you "cruncl.rcd" a gcar
at all the noisc was grcatly ntagnif-icd by thc
largc diarr hollow prop shafi and all nrctal
urriversal .joints-so nruch so that onc stion
lcarnt to do it silently.

Othcr nrcnrorics of this great year are
dcrnonstration runs in a Lancia Lambda and a
45 hp Rcnault thc salesnran of the latter
rnust havc bccn a supcr optimist. The Lancia
was most intriguing, firstly it was thc lowest
car I had yet scen, all the Alvises were rather
high. Also its roadholding with I.F.S. was
supcrb, far superior to anything in which I
had thcn travclled. Again, the brakes,
F.W.B., were very powerful, comparable to
the Beans, and the steering lock was
fantastic. As the car was not run-in we could
not judgc its performancc which was
unfortunatc because I have often regrettcd
sincc that I did not get one. I think now that
it was the most advanced and best design at
that tirlc. I say this with particular
knowlcdgc bccause in the 50's I bought an
old wreck Series I and reconditioned it. One
of thcse. when new, must have been great.
Howcvcr. I misscd my chance. The 45 hp
Rcnault had an open 4 str. sports body and
was Iikc a battleship-enonnous. It was
supposcd to do over 100 rnph and probably
could, although wc didn't excccd 85/90 mph.
It had thc largcst dianreter steering wheel I
havc cvcr sccn on a car strange when
conrparirrg it with thosc on thc rnodcrn racing
cars which sccm 10 gct snrallcr and smallcr.
Apart frorn this and its vcry high gearing, it
had only a 3 spccd box, I cannot remcmbcr
any out.standing f'caturc. At 9.1 litrcs it must
rcrnain the largcst cngined car I have evcr
drivcn-l wondcr how many mpg onc could
cOun1 on'l Anothe r car I was ahle to drivc

The 'duck's back' Alvis that Gordon had
in 1926 and liked very much.

about this time was a 25 hp Chrysler
belonging to a friend of nry father. Not
thinking nruch of Arnerican cars at this tinrc I
was no doubt biascd against it but nrust admit
that it inrprcsscd r.ne vcry nruch. The smooth
accclcration and powertul brakcs wcrc
outstanding. I bclicvc thesc rverc external
contracting typc' thcy ccrtainly wcrc
hydraulic, and thc Iirsr I had tricd. Thc 3
spccd ecar box and low gcarcd stccring of
coursc did not appcal and a sort ()f firot rcst
on thc accelcrator pcdal inllriatcd rlc. To
cxcccd about 50 nrph onc hed to bchavc likc
a ballct daliccr and usc onc's toe.
Nererlltclcss. il wr. lrr int!.rc\lin-!.: crpericltte
and Chryslcrs at that tinrc wcrc
acknowlcdgcd to bc vcry technically
advanccd.

1927 canrc in and I changcd nry
"ducks back" Alvis for a supposcdly hottcr
onc with a bectlc back body on l2150 S.D.
chassis. This had big ports and polished hcad
with an outsidc exhaust systenl-l think also
the gcar ratios were highcr. The spare whccl
was now ntountcd on thc side and thc
rurrning boards wcrc much lowcr with nrorc
touring typc wings. Although I ncvcr
wcighcd it. thcsc changcs probably nradc it
considcrably hcavicr and it ncvcr l'clt as
livcly on thc road as thc carlicr nlrdcl. That
is until, during a long dry spcll whcn I ran it
stripped fbr a while, solrcthing you could not
do thcsc days! Then it really secntcd to con)c
into its own and performcd much bcttcr. I
supposc I was saving a couplc of
hundredweight, apart from the reduction in

The very sporting 2litre Lagonda which followed the Alvis in 192g

My Sixty Years of Motoring 
We are grateful to member Ian Macfadyen for this continuing article written by his uncle, Robert 
Gordon Sutherland, recounting his Sixty Years of Motoring. Each decade will be published of the 
coming months.
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SUMMER 1984

wind rcsistancc. Anothcr point against it was
the unpleasant noise the outside manilbld
rnade with one under the bonnct the
prcvious engine had seelned much sweetcr.

Therc wcrc scvcral other excitentcnts
this ycar. First nry brother sold the Bean and
bought a ncw 6 cyl. H.E. sports 4 scater.
This had a fabric covered b<ldy and was
beautifully {rnished-it also had a uniquc
exhilarating smcll of lcather which no doubt
addcd to thc inrprcssion of luxury. It was
very low and really lookcd marvcllous.
Unfortunatcly, however, the enginc was a
side valve and although rated at 16 hp didn't
seem to develop anything like enough power
to make it a fast car. Actually it went faster
in 3rd lover 70) than in top in nrrrst
conditions. It had a bcautiful exhaust note,
not raucus but quite unusual. As my brother
said "it sounded like a Bugatti". It was also
unique in that it was fined with Chinn's
Synchrometer. This was a sort of double rev
counter, one driven from engine and onc
from the gearbox. There were two hands
superimposed on each other and when they
lined up you could change gear with or
without clutch. Actually, the engine had such
a glorious exhaust note and the gearbox the
quickest upward change I ever knew so that
it was much easier to ignore Mr. Chinn's
gadget and change normally by ear. A
serious snag on this car was that the steering
arms were bolted to the back plates without
split pins-just spring washers. Whether this
was peculiar to this particular car we never
knew, but, anyway, when we were having a
bit of a dice with the Alvis (which was much
faster) the steering disintegrated at over 60
mph and rny brother and his wife were lucky
not to be killed-they ran along a ditch and
finished up against a telegraph pole. After
various other troublcs he sold the H.E,. and
bought a 3 litre Lagonda tourer which he
kept several years with no trouble that I
heard of. Earlier in thc year a wealthy boy
friend of my sister came to stay with us,
arriving in a beautiful-it really was-two
seater roadster Buick. I always remernber this
for a peculiar feature of the body-a special
golf bag locker with little side door below the
rumble seat. I have used American terms for
this car as they are really essential to
describe it adequately it was real Hollywood
stuff. Shortly after this the same gentlcnran
shook us all by buying a twin cam 3 litre
Sunbcam. This rcally wrs an cxciring car
and, like the H.E., nrade thc most marvellous
noises-also smells, as he ran it on CastrolR-it had dry surnp lubrication. I only drove
it a few times but certainly found it nrost
exhilarating and obviously very fast-it had
cycle type front wings turning with the
rvhcels which gave grcat accessibility to the
enginc and made thc bonnet seem a fantastic
lcngth. The right hand gear lcvcr, howcvcr,
was at a nasty angle likc the little Hurnber
and the gear change not very nice. Going
back to the Castrol R srnell, we went on
holiday with all the family in the Sunbeam,
the Alvis and thc Rolls. Altcr thc lirst day
whcn thc Sunbearn lcd us most of the tirlc
we all agrccd he must bring up thc rcar fbr
thc rcst o1'thc trip-thc Castrol snrcll was
nauscating takcn in continual doscs. It was
uselul, howcvcr, il in doubt as to which road
hc had takcn-the smcll scemcd to rcnrain lor
nriles behind hinr!

Back honrc one cvcning a fiicnd of rly
lathcr arrivcd in a 3 litrc V.D.P. Bentley.
This hc let me try just locally round thc
houscs. My first impressions of this wcre that
it was not as 'hot' as thc Alvis. This was no

fhe 41/z litre Bentley which Gordon collected new from Cricktewood
in February 1929-his most powerful sports car yet. He did 30,000 trouble-free miles in it

doubt due to the lack of revs, max. 3500,
and high gearing and of coursc I didn't have
a real open run. I was thrillcd with its
appearance, howevcr, in par-ticular the
beautiful radiator and bonnet blended into it.
Also I loved the way the stccring wheel
(another pretty largc one) was close to thc
vertical windscreen giving one good
protection fronr the wind-all pretty bad frorl
today's safety belr nrentality.

As a clirnax to I92l we changed our
large Daimler lor a Phantom l Rolls. This
had a Hooper body and was only slightly
lower than the Daimlcr but obviously in quite
a differcnt class to the lattcr. Littlc details I
rcmembcr are the speedo calibratcd to
90-specially made for Rolls Royce, no
doubt, and the gear gatc with notchcs to hold
the lcver in the gears. Driving this wondcrful
car gave one a tremcndous feeling of almost
rcvcrancc. I cannrrt imaginc anyonc trying to
throw it about likc a sports car. Onc sat high
up on the chassis and looked down on thc
bonnct stretching in front with its "Spirit of
Ecstasy" filler cap. This silent and efforrless
running made it hard to realise that it was
propelled by an internal combustion cnginc.
All the controls werc light and responsive
and yet there was a wondcrtul fecling of
solidity. I think it lvould do over [30 nrplr
even with the enornous drag crcatcd by thc
rathcr square back with folding luggagc
carrier. lt is strange that at the time l'cw cars
hatl lutgape btruts. Trunks und suitcascs lrrtl
to bc strapped on and covcrcd with
waterproof covcring. a vcry unreliablc
proccdurc. Several firnrs spccialiscd in
rnaking trunks dinrcnsioncd to suit specific
cars. In srmilar vein it has always arrazcd mc
that interior heaters did not bccor.nc comnron
until about 1938/39. Thc heat was thcrc all
right, many engincs sul'fcrcd from
overheating. yet no onc seerrcd to gct thc
idea of bringing thc hot watcr nearcr the
passcngers. Two early attcmpts, I rcnrcrtrbcr.
wcrc both off thc cxhaust systcnr, onc on a
1935 Bentlcy and anothcr on a Rolls ncithcr
hclpcd to warnr us rnuch but did bring in a
lot of hot snrclls.

Early in i928 [ cxchangcd thc Alvis
lbr onc of thc ncw 2 litre l,agondas. This
was a Speed Modcl and, at thc risk of angry
shouts of derision fronr thc Bentlcy Drivcrs
CIub, I will say at once that, in many ways,
it was like a snrall 3litrc Bentley. It had a
long stroke (12.9 hp RAC rating) 4 cyl.

engine with -5 bearing crankshaft and a
maxinrum of just over 4,000 rpnr. I bclieve it
gave about 60 bhp and I would say top speed
was a doubtful 80 mph under _sood
conditions. I once saw 88 mph on thc speeds
going north on the Al on a long downhill
stretch near Granthant. The gear ratios were
rather strange, a very high 3rd (over 70) but
2nd too low, maximum engine rcvs at about
45 mph. This nrade thc change down 3rd to
2nd rather tricky-one rcally had to give thc
cnginc tinrc to rcv. Neverthcless. it was. I
lclt a step up fronr the Alvis. rather a
dignified one. The coachwork *'as a 4 str
sports, fabric covered, made bv Lagondas
thenrselves and was definitely superior to rhe
Alvis. Also it was bcautifully equipped. For
instance all srease nipples were labelled and
grouped togethcr either sidc of the chassis
and thcrc was a vcry complete tool kit
propcrly housed in a rcnrovable panel undcr
the scuttle. Thc cngine was of ingenious
dcsign having 2 carnshafts high up either side
of the engine block. These worked the valves
through vertical rockers in the head, the
valves being at 45' in a spccial combustion
chamber. Mechanically it was a lovcly job
but as the gas had to travel through rathcr
tortuous passages from thc block to the hcad
thc powcr was restricted at high revs. Latcr
on, about 1930, a similar rrode I rvas
produccd with a superclrargcr uhich
irrrprovcd the pcrfbrntance by at lcast l0 nrph
as well as the accclcration. Tg,o friends of
nrinc had thcrn ovcr long pcriods and both
spoke very highly ol'thenr and I know thcr
wcrc nicc to drivc,

Beforc leaving thc Lagonda I nrust
mention the headlantp dipping devicc rvhich
was rather unusual. Thc hcadlantps rvcrc
nrountcd on a pivoting cross ntcmbcr and this
was opera{ed by a righthand lever rathcr like
a handbrake minus the ratchct- I tbund this
extrcmely good in nristy conditions as onc
could lower the bcarn jusl so as to prcvcnt
brte k dazzlc and ultcr i( to suit r erying
conditions. With thc volunrc of nrodcrn
oncorning traf'llc. how,evcr. I think it would
havc bccn an cxhausting anti-dazzlc clcvicc.
Anothcr f-calure on this car was thL- racing
typc handbrake lcvcr, ratchct frcc unlcss rlic
top button was dcpressed. It was vcry
pleasant to use but I suppose uould not nrtrr
c()nft)rm to prcscnl salcty rcslrietions.
Incidentally. both this and the gear lcvcr
wcre of beautiful slcndcr proponions which28
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cncouragcd one to handlc thcnr dclicatcly.
Latcr this ycar my sistcr changed hcr l2l,50
Alvis for onc of thc ncw 6 cyl. 14.75 hp
nrodcls. Thc srnooth running of this cnginc at
high rcvs was rcmarkablc but thc rcst of thc
chassis, brakcs. gears. springing ctc. had
rtnly reccivcd nrinor irrrprovcmcnts.
Nevcrthclcss, it was a pleasant car.

1929 Fcbruary and I returncd from thc
West Indics to pick up my new 4t/z litrc
Bentlcy at thc Cricklcwood Works. lt so
happcncd that wc arrivcd back just at thc end
of onc of thc coldest spells for ycars-cvcn
the Thanrcs had becn frozcn in places we
wcre told. I quite believed it shivcring after
scvcral weeks in the 80's and 90's. Nevcr
having driven a 4t/z litre I was a bit worried
starting out on frozen roads on a brand new
car. Wc intendcd going to Birmingham for
the night so I asked one of the testers how
long he though it would take. "About two
hours comfortably," he replied. As I didn't
see myself averaging around 50 mph this
wasn't much help-remember there was no
M I then, only the A'5 which was already
fairly congested. Our departure from
Cricklewood was spectacular to say the least,
for as I turned into Edgware Road to go
north. I smartly advanced the ignition lever
on thc steering column. Unfortunately, it was
the hand throttlc-the ignition was the
opposite side to that on the Lagonda I was
used to! However, we survived this 'faux
pas' and then settled down to running myself
and the car in with no more excitement. The
next few weeks were dream motoring and it
was iascinating seeing how ctlbrtlcssly this
car perf<lrmed on wcll known roads and at
considerably higher speeds than expected.
Evcntually, after about 1,000 milcs, I opencd
hcr flat out for the first time on a good
stretch of the Al. We reached 93 mph, thc
fastcst I had been, so the sales people had not
cxaggerated. Over the next two years I did
ncarly 30,000 miles on this Bentley and
ncver had the slightest trouble. At about
16,000 miles I took it to Bentley Servicc
Station at Hendon and asked them to go right
through it and do anything they thought
neccssary. A visit to this Service Department
was quite an experience for any enthusiast
and their courtcsy and efficiency terrific.
When I collected the car again they had
relined the brakes which seemed better than
whcn ncw. Also, one had the feeling that
cvcryth,ng had been gone over and
adjustcd-in fact it fclt like taking over a new
car again. I suppose their charges were high
but as the job was well done it was worth it.
There was a snag, however. Whilst therc I
had been able to examine several of their
competition cars and this made nte fecl my
own was too tame. I determined, somehow,
to get hold of one of their specially built
ones. By this tirne I was in London working
in the City and the Bentley was far too good
for everyday use under such conditions. So I
Lought a second car, a little Austin 7 Special
Cup Model. This had been fitted with an
O.H.V. head and would do about 70 mph.
But oh, the brakesl After nearly going under
a tram on the slippery Mile End Road I had
had enough so exchanged it at Henley's for a
reconditioncd 14 hp M.G. 4 seatcr. Anothcr
excitement with the Austin was that it quite
rcgularly spit back into the carburcttor when
starting from cold and burst into flames-wc
uscd to kecp a big piece of cloth handy each
timc it was started in the morning. The M.G.
felt much saler in London traffic-therc was
so much more of it and it had good brakcs. It
was quite nice looking with a polished

60 YEARS OF MOTORING
alurriniunr body lined with bluc. I had it
scveral nronths and thcn one night therc was
a tremcndous crash at the front-thc fan had
come loose and shot into thc radiator. I took
it back to Henlcy's for repair and whilst
thcre saw a vcry nicc l2l50 Alvis 4 str.
Sports which they had for sale. Knowing
Alvises and not wishing to be waiting for the
M.G. I bought it. lt was nice to get back to
driving one again and it turned out as good
as cxpccted.

On onc of my frequent visits home in
thc North this summer I had a ncw
expericnce-a long run on a supercharged
front wheel drive Alvis. This was a
revclation in its road holding. The four wheel
independent springing enabled one to take
undulating moorland roads I knew well at
least l0 mph faster than the Bentley bu^t .thgracing engine was very noisy and onc felt it
hardly the car for normal use. If only Alvis
had produced a 6 cyl. touring version, what a
car it would have been! Later on, in 1932,
having worked at Alvises, I iound they had
an Experimental Saloon on thesc lines-it
would have been interesting to know why
they didn't produce it.

By this time I was friendly with Frank
Scott, the local Bentley agcnt and often when
F. C. Clement of Bentleys visited them he
also came to see me and usually took me for
a run in whatever car he had with him. He
was without doubt the most skilled driver I
have sat beside and, of course, was so
fanriliar with all the Bentleys that hc could do
anything with them-in panicular his gear
changing was incredible; he could just play
with thc gearbox, with or without the clutch
and all without any question of harshness to
the car. It gavc me great satisfaction and was
no surprise to read how successful he was in
the various events in which the firm
participated. Whenever a car was in a sticky
situation he seemed to be called in to drive it
and often nursed it through its troubles. By
this time there were quite a few Bentleys in
thc North and Frank Scott arranged an
Annual Dinncr for about 20 of thc owne rs.

The front view of the 1928 Lagonda was
decidedly sporting and compares
interestingly in the headlamp treatment
with the Aston Martins of the same year.

A youthful Gordon Sutherland doing
a spot of valve ad.iustment when on
tour in the 41/2 lilre Bentley in 1929.

He also invited a party of V.l.P.s from the
London Works and this enabled me to meet,
amongst others, W.O. Bentley himsclf. Benie
Kensington Moir and the Duke of Richmond
(then the Earl of March). Thc local Chief
Constable was also amongst thc guests and
F. C. Clement took him on a high speed run
in thc dark to show him how safe it could
be-l am sure he was suitably impressed.
The following day I returned to London in
the 4t/z litre Bentley and the journey turned
out to be an exceptional one as cruising down
Lccming Lanc about 70 mph I was passed
first by W.O. in his extraordinary ugly black
saloon (probably with an 8 litre cngine) and
thcn by two speed sixes. Naturally I stepped
on it and tried to keep up with them which
.*,as quite a job. The funny part was. though.
that a rather superior gentleman in a very
nice 14 hp Sports Delage, with Chauffeur
bcside hinr, was also going South. He. too.
tricd to keep up, first with W.O. and then
with each of us in turn. Needlcss to say he
lound it a hopeless proposition and his
chauffeur seerned vastly anrused-the driver
was not! A further incident also occurred in
1929 which. although I didn't realise it then.
was to affcct my future life considerably.
Frank Scott, Thc Bcntley agent, bought
himself an Aston Manin and. probably
hoping to sell anothcr, lcnt it to me for a few
days. It was a I % litre lntcrnational 2/4 str.
and very luxuriously equipped, with a galaxy
ol racing equipmcnt. In particular I
remember the beautiful oil pressure gauge
quitc 3" diamcter. Although not terribly fast
(about 75 mph) it had marvellous brakes.
stecring and road holding and, with its dry
sunrp lubrication, was obviously intcnded to
hc drivcn llat out lirr long periods. Afier thc
hugc, hcavy Bcntlcy it nccdcd nrorc couragc
to drivc it last and. bcing so low (onc's hand
could touch thc ground whilst scatcd). gavc
quitc a diffcrcnt inrprcssion of speed. It, too,
was quite outstanding in appearancc. chieliy
duc to the cyclc typc wings fittcd to all four
whcels-thc inrprcssions it rnade on me wcrc
Iong lasting.

(To bc contittued)

^NtiINr
*

29
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Guildford Motor Club  
Touring Assemblies

The Printemps Touring Assembly 14th May 

David Roscoe Memorial Dimanche Tour 20th August

These events have no competitive element and are 
intended as an opportunity for you to drive your ‘Pride 
and Joy' through picturesque parts of Surrey and 
Hampshire with other like-minded enthusiasts.  

The Start and Finish of both the events will be local to 
Guildford and with a halfway halt. Each event will take a 
different route.  

You will be given an easy to follow tulip road book to take 
you along our carefully designed meandering routes. If 
you have never used this sort of instruction before, help is 
on hand at the Start. 

We welcome any type of car; old and new, petrol electric 
or diesel, sports estate or saloon. 

These events are low cost and fun for all the family and 
you don’t even have to be a member! (But we would like 
you to join!)

For more details visit our website : www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
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Printemps Tour 2023

  
We were really chuffed to get twenty three 
entrants for this year’s event, and despite earlier 
forecasts, the weather looked like it might even be 
quite favourable. As it turned out it, was just right. 
Slightly overcast at the start, but glorious sunshine 
from about an hour in right through to the 
afternoon. 


We had one non-starter contact us before the 
event got underway – The Riley of Rob Waters 
and Richard Mason were hoping that their engine 
would be ready by Sunday, but their engine 
builder didn’t quite manage it in time. At least the 
engine should be in and properly run-in by August 
in time for the Dimanche Tour. The other non-
starter had actually signed-on, but when John and 
Larraine Holcroft started their Ferrari 512 BB it 
was clear that something was not right the V12 
was misfiring and popping quite badly, so they 
decided not to risk making it worse and stayed in 
the car park at the Fox awaiting assistance.


It turned out that a little bit of condensation in the 
distributor cap had scuppered their run. Having 
started fine when they left home they were really 
frustrated at having to call the AA to resolve the 
problem.


I have to say, I’ve never, in 45 years of motoring, 
known an AA man turn up so quickly. I can only 
imagine how the call went – 


AA - “Hello, you’ve called the A.A. Your business 
is important to us. We’re experiencing a large 
number of calls this morning and have an average 
wait time of 2 hours. What vehicle are you 
driving?”


John – “Ferrari 512BB”


AA – “We’ll have a technician with you in 6 
minutes!”.


Barry Dreghorn - Ian MacFadyen

Paul Beeson - Bob Ellis

Dave and Linda Eaton

Graham Cannings - Camilla Wood
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Nick Hitch - Mark Lemkey

Barry and Jenny Green

Andy Sudden - Michael Powel

Graham and Carol Moore

Bob and Jacki Wardle

Chris and Susan Ashworth

Terry and Helen Schraider

Brian and Michelle Cainey
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The small flood under the railway bridge at 
Worplesdon station didn’t cause too many 
problems, although Jacki in the NG got a bit 
damp when Bob charged through it at speed and 
the water splashed back off the bridge wall.


The fallen tree on Holmbury Hill Road was a bit of 
a surprise for us all. The majority of you ignored 
the ‘Road Closed’ signs and went for it, only to 
discover that it wasn’t too bad after all. Barry in 
the Model T Ford had to take it a bit carefully, as 
there was less than an inch gap between the tree 
and the top of his windscreen surround. Bob in 
the NG and Graham and Sharron Skingle 
decided not to risk it and had a sightseeing trip 
back to Hoe Lane and into Peaslake.   


Back at the finish, we counted everyone back in. 
Most of the crews managed to do the route 
within a few minutes of the 2:20 target. The times 
ranging from 2:01 to 2:39. Obviously, the quicker 
ones were lucky with the traffic lights!  


Being a Touring Assembly, we’re not allowed to 
have awards based on driving skills nor speed, 
so we have a voting form at the end of the road 
book for crews to vote on the favourite car/crew 
other than themselves. With the votes counted – 
we had a 100% turnout and no recounts 
required, I, as returning Officer declared that 
Barry and Ian in the Model T Ford won the bottle 
of fizz with 6 votes. Dave and Linda Eaton in the 
Triumph TR3a came second with 3 votes. 


Judging by the comments and emails we have 
received, everyone had an enjoyable drive out 
and are looking forward to the David Roscoe 
Memorial Dimanche Tour on August 20th.


We would like to thank Nigel Mort, the landlord at 
The Fox Inn for hosting us all and Rob Clayson 
for the Rally Plates and photography.


Mark & Lorraine. 

Derek and Margaret Hall

John and Larraine Holcroft

David Gallacher and Steve Iles

Robert and Annette Clayson
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Alan and Pauline Harrin

Mike and Debbie Hughes

Lauren Cainey and Jonathan Visone

Dawn and Colin Woodhouse 

Sharron and Graham Skingle

Bill and Jacob Anthony

Winners of Favourite crew/car 

Barry (L) and Ian (R) with Mark behind. 
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Out and About - Savile Row Concours : 24th May

As the event title suggests this event is held in Savile Row and Burlington Avenue in London. With some forty cars on 
display in the streets over the two days of the 24 - 25th May. One pleasant bonus it it free to attend and as you can see we 
were blessed with good weather.  The concours is now in its second year.
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Out and About - Retro Rides Goodwood : 20 - 21st May
The Retro Rides event is a Marmite event either you love it or it’s 
definitely not your cup of tea! As you can see from the pictures there is 
considerable variety which helps to make it special and in my case good 
for pictures!
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Out and About - Donington Historic Festival : 29 - 30th April
Another two days of Historic Motor Sport courtesy of the Donington 
Historic Festival. A wide range of Saloons, Sports and GT cars with large 
grids along with a grid full of pre-war sports cars.
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From the Slide Collection 

As the Le Mans 24 Hour race occurs later this month we delve into the slide collection and look at pictures from 
the 1973 event. Obviously our photographer covered some of associated events which happened alongside the 
main event.
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GMC - Membership FeesGMC - Goodies
Full Membership £15.00

Family Membership £20.00

Associate Membership £2.50

Pro-rata Membership for new members joining 
after 1st July

Full Membership £7.50

Family Membership £10.00

The following GMC Goodies are available from Mark 
Feeney, just phone him or speak to him at Clubnights

Car Badges (Enamel) £30.00

Windscreen Sticker £1.50

Club Badge (Self Adhesive) £1.00

GMC Leather Key Ring £1.50

GMC Mugs £2.00

GMC Polo Shirts (White) £15.00

GMC Sweat Shirts (Green) £20.00

Romers, Clear or White 
plastic

£6.00

GMC Ice Scrapers £2.00

GMC - Contact Details  

Chairman, Secretary, Safeguarding Officer: 
Mark Feeney


71 Carfax Avenue, Tongham, Farnham Surrey. 
GU10 1BD 

Phone: 01252 319672(H) 07747 445680 (M)

email cm@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk


Competition Secretary: Richard Pashley


The Old Baliffs House, 152 Brox Road, 
Ottershaw, Chertsey Surrey. KT16 0LQ

Phone: 01932 875253

email: cs@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk


Treasurer and Vice Chairman: 

Graham Skingle


Phone: 01252 702510

email: tr@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk


Social Secretary: Francis Carlisle-Kitz


Phone: 07500 512494

email: ss@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk


Chief Marshal: Jon Marlow


Phone: 07970 926905


Magazine Editors and Website: Annette and 
Robert Clayson


39 Longhope Drive, Wrecclesham, Farnham, 
Surrey. GU10 4SN 

Phone: 01252 726618

email: intune@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk

Website and Social Media 
Website:

 www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk

facebook: 
 www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub

instagram:

 https://www.instagram.com/guildfordmotorclub

twitter: 
https://twitter.com/guildford_motor

Hamish Roscoe’s YouTube channel is here.
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