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Editorial

Welcome to the July edition of the magazine and we enter the second half of the year!

Taking centre stage this month are the first three of a series of articles published from August
2003 through to November that year, best described as the Unofficial Official history of the
Club. The remaining two articles will be published next month. They were written by the then
President, Jules Golbey. Out and About continues with a selection of pictures from Robert
which he has taken over the last weeks and of course we have yet more Tongham Tales and
we continue to publish yet more pictures from the slide collection.

Competition activity continues, which is good news even as we enter the usual summer lull.
Regulations and Entry forms for the David Roscoe Memorial Dimanche Tour on the 26th
September will be available soon. This year’s event and route has been arranged to be Covid
friendly.

Club and Pubnights continue over Zoom with the Club night being a quiz night. Details of how
to join these are on the final page of this edition.

Any reports, anecdotes and articles always gratefully received. Let’s hear what you’ve been up
to or indeed can remember doing!

Stay Safe

Annette & Robert Clayson

Social Calendar Competition

July 23rd July - Cross Border 21 Novices 12
15th Committee Meeting Car Basingstoke

Zoom Club and Pubnights 14th August — South Downs Stages,
20th Clubnight with Quiz Goodwood. Entry full.14th August South

Downs Stages, Goodwood. Entry full.
27th Pubnight

David Roscoe Memorial Dimanche Tour
Sunday 26th September

Goodwood Events - Open, though MSUK

Sprints are behind closed doors at the Weald MC 12 Car
moment and there are number of private
Autumn.

Brooklands Events - Currently the museum is
currently open Wednesday to Sunday, with pre _
booked tickets with timed entry. Regulations are here
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https://guildfordmotorclub.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Weald-12-Car-Challenge-Regs-2020-2021-v3.pdf

Guildford Motor Club present:

== David Roscoe
J Memorial
 Dimanche Tour

Sunday 26th September 2021

This event has no competitive element and is intended as an
opportunity for you to drive your ‘Pride and Joy' through picturesque
parts of Hampshire. The total route distance is about 35 miles. We
plan to make the event an afternoon run to end with tea and cakes.

The planned start venue at Lasham Gliding, Hampshire has plenty of
parking space, ideal if you want to trailer your car to the event.

You will be given an easy to follow tulip road book to take you along
our carefully designed meandering route.

For more details visit our website: www.quildfordmotorclub.orqg.uk
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Out and About - Part 1

First proper Race Meeting action was the Saturday and Sunday of the Spring Bank Holiday weekend at
Brands Hatch for the Masters Historic Festival.
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Reprints - Part 1

The Official Unofficial History of the Guildford Motor Club. First printed in the August
2003 magazine. By Jules Golbey.

Serious Events
From the beginning, the club lent slightly more towards rallies than other forms of motor

sport. That does not, by any means, suggest that the club did not take part in all types
of event.

From the beginning ‘driving tests’ were run. These are now called ‘autotests’, but the
idea is the same; a short, tight, course is driven in the shortest possible time. This
involves driving around stakes or bollards, reversing into ‘garages’, carrying out 360-
degree turns, stopping astride lines, etc. Inter-club rivalry came to the fore with
autotests, certainly in the 60’s and early 70’s. The FGH Autotest was an annual
competition between three clubs, Farnborough, Guildford and Haslemere — hence FGH.
These took place on the parade ground of the old Gibraltar Barracks and because of the
firm, but loose gravely surface, were completely non-damaging to cars and rivalry was
intense but friendly.

The Club ran several autotests on grass at Dolley’s Field, off Salt Box Road. We shared
the field with horses, but they always, sensibly, kept away from the action. This field was
occasionally used for Autocross, in the early 70’s. Autocross was a short track, racing
event. Cars could be fairly standard road cars, but needed a roll cage and a full seat
harness. Later they became specialised racing machines and priced themselves away
from clubman level.

In the late 60’s and early 70’s the Club promoted a large autocross event. Held on a
stubble field at a farm near Binsted we had sponsorship from Courage Brewery. At that
time Piers Courage, of the brewery family, was racing Formula 1 cars, so the company
were kindly disposed towards motor sport and sponsored a local club to run an event
locally. The Courage Autocross was always a spectacular event with lots of fast, exciting
action. It was not possible to charge admission to the spectators, but we could charge
each car in the car park. Who could forget our very own programme sellers? Maggie,
Veronica, Jennifer and Janice were fashionably attired in white skinny-ribbed jumpers,
green miniskirts, white knee socks and wearing a G.M.C. sash. Programmes sold out!
Cars that raced were Cortinas, Anglias, Minis and one member of the Club used his
specially prepared Kharmann Ghia Volkswagen. Timing was by hand-held stopwatches,
with a timekeeper for each car of the four that raced at any one time. Sadly when Piers
Courage died, Courage stopped their sponsorship and Grass Track racing, which was
outside the control of the R.A.C., seemed to provide the competitors with what they
wanted, (more cars racing in the heats and less costs).
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It is not known who, in the very early days, decided to use French to name events. One
of the first rallies to be run by the Club was the Printemps Night Trial. It was obviously
run in the spring and the format seems to have been similar to our modern navigational
scatters. There were more manned controls than we currently have on events and often
a marshal had to be found who was hiding under bracken, or similar, out in a wood.
Nowadays we use code boards.

Another French-named event was the Dimanche Tour. This was a fully-blown special
stage rally. It must have started in the 60’s, if not before, and always seemed to run with
a full field of 120 cars. The special stages used were all local and included, over the
years, Eelmore, Long Valley, Ash Ranges, the stages at Eversley, Woolmer Forest,
Weaver’s Down, Bagshot Test Track and the spectacular 14 mile long Barossa Stage,
which ran over Olddean Common to the north of Camberley. When Princess Anne got
married and moved to near Sandhurst this venue was lost. The others went over the
next decade, as the army withdrew from Germany and trained more in England. The
Dimanche Tour was run to a strict timetable and each Stage Commander was
responsible for everything on that stage, from arrowing, to safety control, to rescue. The
only way of knowing what was going on was by the course opening and closing cars
and any visiting Clerks of the Course or Stewards.

Somehow it always seemed to work, without radios and digital watches. The last
Dimanches were run jointly with Farnborough and District Motor Club. As costs of
staying competitive rose and the stages were ‘lost’ to the military, this event, and many
other special stage rallies, ceased. The ones that run now are much larger than any one
club could promote.

The first Sunday of November was the date for the Guido Fawkes P.C.T. Production Car
Trials were good fun, in ordinary production cars, but a way to compete in a different
way. The venue was Tunnel Hill, between Pirbright and Mytchett. Courses were laid up
tracks through the woods, the object being to drive up the hills. Hitting a marker post,
going off course or stopping led to penalties, but the higher up the hill, or indeed
cleaning it resulted in low points. The lowest penalty points won. Speed was irrelevant, it
was more about car control and traction. One of the best cars for this was a Beetle, with
its weight over the driving wheels and a low revving, low torque engine. Always non-
damaging P.C.T.’s were a good fun, sporting day out.

Around this time of year the November Navigators Nightmare was run. It was often just
called the NovNav. Just engraving the name of the event on the trophies was expensive!
The event was similar in format to the Printemps. Events seemed, traditionally, to have
the same organisers each year. When a new organiser took over the NovNav it changed
its name to the Starlight Scatter and ran into the early 90’s.
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Two other events which need a quick mention are the March Miscellany Rally and the
Economy Run. The March Miscellany was a navigational scatter, but went on through
the night and ended with a breakfast in a transport café.

The Economy Run took place between 1964 and 1969. The idea was to achieve as low a
fuel consumption over a set route as possible. A complicated handicapping system
meant that cars of different sizes and types could be directly compared. This was the
local equivalent event to the national Mobil Economy Run that also took place around
that era.

Even today we are putting on events that are respected. Our latest ‘baby’, though now
more than in its infancy, is the ‘Pheasant Plucker’. This is, of course, a road rally with
National status, which we know will be a good competitive event. This just shows that
events come and go as fashion, economics and need dictate. It is pleasing to note that
Guildford Motor Club has always seemed to provide events that
were needed at the time.

Out and About - Part 2 Bicester Sunday Scramble
T
| IIIIIHIE
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Reprints - Part 2

The Official Unofficial History of the Guildford Motor Club. First printed in the September
2003 magazine. By Jules Golbey.

Not So Serious Events
All work and no play, makes Jack a dull boy. So it is with the Motor Club. There are

times to unwind and relax away from the competitive field. So long as cars are involved
somewhere, all is well.

The year usually started, not surprisingly, with the New Year Day’s Run. This was on the
nearest Sunday, until the 1st. January became a Bank Holiday. The run was usually a
treasure hunt type event, with a fixed route, over about 20 or 30 miles. Along the way
there were things to look for or things to do, all with an incredibly loose competitive feel,
merely so a winner could be established. It started the year off well, and also got the
name Guildford Motor Club, at the very beginning of the list of events in the R.A.C. Blue
Book.

In April or May, one of the club nights would usually take the form of a walking rally.
Made popular in London, these events are commonly known as pedo rallies. For many
years the club met in Godalming, so the alleys and back lanes became very well known
to members. A fixed route was followed with obscure things to look for on the way
round. So that not everyone followed each other. Teams often started in different
directions! Nothing to do with cars, but good fun and it got members walking — quite a
rarity.

High summer was time for another fun competitive evening. The club descended on the
Merry Harriers pub at Hambledon. The sloping field behind the pub is difficult to drive
into, but once there, the Gymkhana could be held. Half a dozen or so tests were
attempted during the evening. These could range from a blindfolded driver being
directed around a course by the passenger, (navigator is too strong a word), to the
passenger balancing a tennis ball on a racquet, whilst being driven around a bumpy
course as fast as possible. Who could forget the thrill and skill of not spilling any water
from a pint pot on the bonnet?

With the autumn signalling the start of the rally season, the Club invented Rally League.
This was designed to be practice sessions. They took place on an evening and lasted
for a couple of hours. Crews could get into the swing of rallying for the coming season.
Most types of navigation were used, including simple map references, tulips, straight
lines, circular straight lines, bearings and distances and tracings. To add a bit of spice,
although these were practice sessions, each counted towards a Rally League
Championship, with awards for the winners.
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Club Nights

From the early days, continuing to the present time, members have met at least once a
month at the Club Night. If there’s nothing special organised, it’s a good time to chew
over winnings and failures and seek advice of others about cars, navigational problems,
tyres and anything else that can be discussed over a pint of ale.

Club nights have often been organised and over the years many speakers have talked to
members, films have been shown, maps studied during table top rallies, quizzes held
and even pantomimes performed! At one of these in the early 70’s, Kleber tyres gave a
talk and presented the Club with a Concorde model. Kleber made the tyres for the first
Concordes and the model became one of the Club’s trophies.

An annual event for some years, until costs prevented it, was the demonstration night.
Local car dealers were persuaded to bring their demonstration cars along. Whilst the
salesmen drank and chatted, Club members grabbed ignition keys and took the latest
cars for a test run. It could not happen today, but the talk that night was all about
acceleration, oversteer, understeer and braking control. It was always accepted that
members knew what they were talking about and as the cars always came back in one
piece that members could drive. What better way to try new cars out back to back?

Although not strictly club night events, over the years the club has visited Tyrrell’s
headquarters a couple of times, Dennis’ local factory, taken part in kart racing and
organised trips to skid pans. Socially, as well as competitively, Guildford continues to
support its members.

Out and About - Part 3 London Concours

In Tune
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Reprints - Part 3

The Official Unofficial History of the Guildford Motor Club. First printed in the October
2003 magazine. By Jules Golbey.

Eating

As an army marches on its stomach, so motor club members must also eat. In the
summer for many years, traditionally the evening of the British Grand Prix, was the
Club’s barbecue. Its long time venue was Burrows Lea Farm at Shere. With both food
and drink included in the cost of a ticket, it is nor surprising that the event was always a
success. Several barrels of beer were consumed and a good few pounds of steak,
always, of course, cooked to perfection over a large charcoal barbecue under the stars.

From the very beginning of the Club’s history, there has always been an annual dinner. At
the beginning the Club gained members rapidly, so the dirmers were large affairs. So
large in fact that for a few years they had to be held on an island in the Thames with over
400 people dining. It has been known for all the British Formula 1 drivers to attend a
Guildford Motor Club dinner. Although our numbers have lessened, the Dinner
continues. It is the social highlight of the year, where stories can be told and re-told,
memories revisited and the Awards for the year’s sporting activities presented.

Trophies

The motor club has been blessed, over the years, with many, kind, generous donations
of trophies. These include cups, salvers and bowls, some of which are solid silver.
Throughout the years the event for which the trophy is awarded may have changed, but
not the pride in receiving one and having your name engraved upon it for posterity.

Our first President was Alan Brown, who raced for Coopers and Connaughts. He
presented the Club, from the earliest days, with two of our awards. The ‘President’s Cup’
is a highly patterned, attractive silver cup, presented to the person who has done most
for the Club. It can be said to be the Club’s most prestigious award. As the cup is not
large, the base has become full with the names of the winners. Another base has now
had to be added, so as to keep all the names and history of the Club intact. The other
award is the ‘Alan Brown Trophy’, which is a large silver bowl, which was given to the
most successful racer in the Club.

Our first secretary, David Roscoe, graciously presented the attractive, engraved
Secretary’s Salver’, which we give to the Club’s most successful rally driver.
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Leonard Morgan, an early member, donated the large silver cup, which we award to the
most successful rally navigator.

Another early member, a Mr. Le Grys gave a cup. This has been presented for many
years to the Club’s senior members (although they are not always known by such a
polite term).

The Witheyman’s ran two garages. Tilthams Garage was at Ash and Sargoods Garage at
Peasmarsh. We have two cups, not surprisingly called the ‘Tilthams Trophy’ and the
‘Sargoods Trophy’. These have been given for various achievements over the years, but
were given for a long time for achievements on the ‘Printemps Night Trial’.

Courage, the brewers, presented the ‘Courage Rose Bowl’. Piers Courage, one of the
brewing family used to race F1 cars, hence the brewer’s interest in motorsport. The bowl
was presented for success in ‘autocross’, which the Club ran annually at Binsted, near
Alton, (where the brewery is).

In the 60’s a successful rally crew were Batts and Ashley. They presented a cup, which
we present to the most promising novice, hence the cup’s name — the Batts and Ashley
Novice Cup.

Kleber, who made the first tyres for Concorde, presented the Club, in 1972, with a small
model of Concorde. This ‘Concorde Trophy’ is presented to the lady member who has
done most for the Club.

In the 70’s Geoff Boud was the Competition Secretary. When he and his wife Jayn,
moved up north, they presented the ‘Hard Luck Trophy’. The reason for being awarded
this is obvious.

In 1955 the Dual Control Driving School presented the only cup we have with a lid, for
driving test success. We also have cups presented by Veedol, CAF and Dunlop.

An award, not now presented, is the ‘Economy Run’ trophy. The event was run from
1964 until 1969. The award, a model Simca 1100 coupé sitting atop a wooden base was

presented by David de Garis, one time Treasurer.

We also have the ‘Marshals’ Cup’, the ‘Scribes Cup’ and the ‘Editor’s Trophy’, which are
given for marshalling, writing about events and editing the monthly Bulletin.

The Club is proud to have all these trophies, so generously given. The history and
culture of the Club is captured in their very being.
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Tongham Tales part 13 - The Bakers Dozen.

I'm glad to be able to report that last month’s footbridge installation went without a hitch,
although the extended trailer HGV did come in the wrong way! The bridge site is opposite
Sidney Wood CP (186/026352), often used as a control location on 12 cars. Imagine my surprise
when the lorry approached from the West having come through Chiddingfold and Dunsfold.
Most definitely a fail for WD on approach.

The search for a Land Rover is now complete.

| had looked at getting an early vintage defender or 90. Something built around 1980 (Tax & MOT
exempt), but the prices were ridiculous — project vehicles needing a new chassis were asking
£3k, with useable examples starting at £7k - for a car that looks upon the heater an unnecessary
extra and to demist the windscreen you just open it. So, having excluded the Defender/90
option, | began looking at the Discovery. For the sort of use | was going to put it to, and the
budget | had, anything newer than a mark 3 was out of range. Investigating the Mk3, | read that
the V6 diesel has an Achilles heel in that it was prone to spontaneous crankshaft destruction. A
design feature of the main bearings can lead to the shells spinning in the cap, blocking off the oil
way and rendering the crank scrap. It seems that service history, mileage and driving style make
no difference. If it’s going to go, it’ll go. That said, a good number make very high mileage — ‘you
makes yer choice and takes yer chance’. That leaves the marks 1 and 2.

Having read numerous reports and buying guides, it seems the Mk1 Disco can suffer from
terminal chassis rot. The build process didn’t include a full chassis dip in paint, before the body
was attached, and given the propensity of many Land Rover drivers to find the deepest, wettest
tracks to drive along, the chassis soon got clogged up with damp mud. Tin worm follows very
quickly after this. It seems the Mk2 doesn’t suffer quite so much, as the chassis was treated at
the factory. So, | started looking for a manual D2. A V8 would have been preferrable, as | still
have a few parts left over from the TR engine builds, but V8 manuals are as rare as hens’ teeth. It
seems all the V8’s around now are Automatics, which | don’t like. | found a nice looking D2
diesel manual in Bucks Green and went to have a look. I'd taken Lorraine with me for moral
support and as soon as we pulled up alongside the Disco, we realised just how big they are. |
had a good look round it, and it was in quite good nick. Low mileage, tidy paintwork with just a
few age-related blemishes, full service history and the
cam belts had been replaced recently. But it was very
big. | had another look around it and it was still just as
big — too big really. Back to square one — and think
again. | still wanted to have a 4WD capable of carrying
all my chainsaw kit across fields and down farm tracks,
without having to worry about getting it a bit messy
inside.

The Freelander was next on my list. Again, as the earlier
Mk1 has issues with chassis rust | started looking for a
Freelander 2. It still had to be manual, and that meant it
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would be a diesel. All of the Petrol 3.2 litres were autos.

Having been caught out by the enormity of the D2, we went to a local garage, out of hours, to
have a look at the dimensions of the Freeloader 2. It was much more reasonable. I’d still need a
box to stand on to wash the roof, but at least | wouldn’t need to put on my walking boots to go
around it.

Rushmoor Motors, just the other side of Tilford had a 2007 example which they advertised as
‘Nice’ and ‘Tidy’ turned out to be far from it. Faded paintwork and covered in tree sap, it looked
a mess, and | didn’t dare to look inside. Autotrader had quite a few listed from £3k upwards.
PGl in Farnham had a GS spec 2009 model in my price range so we went to take a look. Turned
out to be so much better than the Rushmoor Motors car. Very clean inside full service history, the
crucial belts change at 10 years old and a new MOT. It was a higher mileage at 155,000 but
Land Rover 2.2 diesels are good for at least 200K, if the oil is changed on time.

So, there you have it, ’'m now a member of the AWD brigade. Not that | intend on getting All Wet
and Dirty. I've now done a few hundred miles in it and have a couple of things to address. The
first was that a previous owner had obviously had dogs in it. So a shampoo and clean of the
interior has been done. It smells much nicer now. The starter is quite slow to spin the engine
over. | very much doubt if it’s the high compression (not at 155K miles), so either the battery is
getting tired, or the starter motor will need to be replaced, or both! Neither job is that expensive
nor difficult. Even though it has a FSH, | think I'll get a new set of filters and change them and
the fluids. Just to be on the safe side — and | rarely trust garages!

More good news. | drove past the Fox PH the other day, and it’s open. Earlier in the year it had
all the signs of being closed for good. So, if the numbers come back down after this Delta
variant has done it’s stuff, and the Epsilon variant turns out to controllable, we can get back
there for an ale or two in the very near future.

In the meantime, the July Clubnight will be a Zoom quiz. There won’t be any multiple choice this
time, it’ll all be down to your knowledge. Hopefully this will be the last of the Zoom Clubnights
and we can all get together again for a proper chat.

Stay safe.
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Out and About - Part 4

Thruxton Historic
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From the Slide Collection
July 2021

Along with all of the slides we received there were a number of colour and black and white prints.
This month a random selection, these are naturally more difficult to identify and date!
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GMC - Goodies GMC - Membership Fees
The following GMC Goodies are available from Mark Full Membership £15.00
Feeney, just phone him or speak to him at Clubnights ...
Family Membership £20.00
Car Badges (Enamel) £30.00
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Associate Membership £2.50
Windscreen Sticker £5
CIubBadge(SeIfAdheswe) """""""""""""""""" £100 Pro-rata Membership for new members joining
after 1st July
""""""""""""""" Full Membership £7.50
GMC Leather Key Ring £250
GMCMugs -------------------------------------------------------- £200 Family Membership £10.00
GMC Polo Shirts (White) £15.00
GMC Sweat Shirts (Green) £20.00 WebS|te and SOCIaI Medla
Romers, Clear or White £6.00 Website:
plastic www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
GMC Ice Scrapers £2.00 facebook: )
.................................................................................. www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub
GMC Pens 3fora £1.00 instagram:

https://www.instagram.com/guildfordmotorclub
Hamish Roscoe’s YouTube channel is here.

GMC - Contact Details

Chairman and Secretary: Mark Feeney

71 Carfax Avenue, Tongham, Farnham Surrey. GU10 1BD
Phone: 01252 319672(H) 07747 445680 (M) .
email cm@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk Club nght second TueSday from 8pm
Meeting ID. -

Competition Secretary: Richard Pashley
The Old Baliffs House, 152 Brox Road, Ottershaw, Chertsey

Surrey. KT16 0LQ Here is the id and passcode if you really want
Phone: 01932 875253 them
email: cs@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk Meeting ID: 876 9661 0105

Treasurer and Vice Chairman: Graham Skingle Passcode: 515547
Phone: 01252 702510
email: tr@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk

Pub Night fourth Tuesday from 8pm

Social Secretary: Francis Carlisle-Kitz meeting ID. -
Phone: 07500 512494
email: ss@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk

Here is the id and passcode if you really want

Chief Marshal: Jon Marlow them

Phone: 07970 926905 Meeting ID: 875 2211 6536
Magazine Editors and Website: Annette and Robert Clayson Passcode: 101665

39 Longhope Drive, Wrecclesham, Farnham, Surrey.

GU10 4SN
Phone: 01252 726618
email: intune@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
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The links and details are also on the

Page 16


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87696610105?pwd=QitXTjBLZ2libU8yRFJSSGl5QzNaUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87522116536?pwd=ckEzYVphcksxdGxwQjJ5bkNUQ1VIUT09
https://guildfordmotorclub.org.uk/?page_id=31
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub
https://www.instagram.com/guildfordmotorclub
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrXjQt8CiQNaGDrjhmPLqMA

