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Competition  

Nothing at the moment 

Weald MC 12 Car 

Cancelled for this year, restarts in the 
Autumn.


Regulations are here


The Southdowns Stages are looking at 
either a mid August date or the beginning 
of December.

Social Calendar 

February 

16th Committee Meeting


Zoom Club and Pubnights 


9th Clubnight

23rd Pubnight


Goodwood Events 
Currently Closed


Brooklands Events 
Currently Closed

Editorial 

Welcome to the February edition of the 
magazine. 


As a reminder subscriptions are now due. 
Renewal details can be found on page 4. 

Club and Pubnights continue over Zoom. 
Details of how to join are on page 3.


Following on from last month we have 
another full edition of the magazine. 
Highlights this month are yet more 
Tongham Tales from Mark and a really 
interesting read from Francis about ‘Some 
Cars in Novels and Road Trips’. Out and 
About continues with a selection of archive 
pictures from Robert. We have reproduced 
three more articles from past editions of 
the magazine. This time it is from July 
1992 and of course we continue to publish 
pictures from the slide collection. 


Something to get the brain cells working 
Mark has suppl ied a compet i t ion 
crossword and also there are 10 questions 
which will form round one of the zoom quiz 
on Clubnight (9th).


Any reports, anecdotes and articles always 
gratefully received. Let’s hear what you’ve 
been up to or indeed can remember doing!


Stay safe 


Annette & Robert Clayson

https://guildfordmotorclub.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Weald-12-Car-Challenge-Regs-2020-2021-v3.pdf
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GMC - Membership FeesGMC - Goodies
Full Membership £15.00

Family Membership £20.00

Associate Membership £2.50

Pro-rata Membership for new members joining 
after 1st July

Full Membership £7.50

Family Membership £10.00

The following GMC Goodies are available from Mark 
Feeney, just phone him or speak to him at Clubnights

Car Badges (Enamel) £30.00

Windscreen Sticker £1.50

Club Badge (Self Adhesive) £1.00

GMC Leather Key Ring £1.50

GMC Mugs £2.00

GMC Polo Shirts (White) £15.00

GMC Sweat Shirts (Green) £20.00

Romers, Clear or White 
plastic

£6.00

GMC Ice Scrapers £2.00

GMC Pens 3 for a £1.00

Website and Social Media 
Website:

 www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk

facebook:

 www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub

instagram:

 https://www.instagram.com/guildfordmotorclub

Hamish Roscoe’s YouTube channel is here.

GMC - Contact Details  
Chairman and Secretary: Mark Feeney

71 Carfax Avenue, Tongham, Farnham Surrey. GU10 1BD 

Phone: 01252 319672(H) 07747 445680 (M)

email cm@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk


Competition Secretary: Richard Pashley

The Old Baliffs House, 152 Brox Road, Ottershaw, Chertsey 
Surrey. KT16 0LQ

Phone: 01932 875253

email: cs@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk


Treasurer and Vice Chairman: Graham Skingle

Phone: 01252 702510

email: tr@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk


Social Secretary: Francis Carlisle-Kitz

Phone: 07500 512494

email: ss@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk


Chief Marshal: Jon Marlow

Phone: 07970 926905


Magazine Editors and Website: Annette and Robert Clayson

39 Longhope Drive, Wrecclesham, Farnham, Surrey. 

GU10 4SN 

Phone: 01252 726618

email: intune@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk


Zoom - Club and Pubnights. 

Tuesday 9th February 20:00 - Quiz

Meeting ID. - Click Here


Here is the id and passcode if you really want 
them

Meeting ID: 876 9661 0105  
Passcode: 515547  

Tuesday 23rd February  20:00 

meeting ID. -  Click Here 


Here is the id and passcode if you really want 
them

Meeting ID: 875 2211 6536  
Passcode: 101665 


The links and details are also on the website.


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87696610105?pwd=QitXTjBLZ2libU8yRFJSSGl5QzNaUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87522116536?pwd=ckEzYVphcksxdGxwQjJ5bkNUQ1VIUT09
https://guildfordmotorclub.org.uk/?page_id=31
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub
https://www.instagram.com/guildfordmotorclub
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrXjQt8CiQNaGDrjhmPLqMA
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IMPORTANT 

Subs are now due for 2021


Subscription renewals are now due. The preferred method is for you to pay your subs 
using bank transfer and then email me to let me know you’ve renewed. 


The sort code is 40-22-26 and the account number is 31750348, 

please use your surname as the reference.


My email account is – mark.feeney@live.co.uk


Of course, if this is impracticable for you, we do still accept cheques through the post, 

but it’s a right old faff, and they might not get presented for a couple of months. 

I’ll then post your club cards. If you’ve moved recently, remember to let me know


 your new address.


Many thanks 

Mark


mailto:mark.feeney@live.co.uk
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Reprints 

We continue this month revisiting past magazines. This time we delve into July 1992. 


DON’T PANIC ﻿by Keith Diston

The organisers didn’t know how apt their choice of title for this event was to prove. We 
took the A308 from Hampton Court to Bray Wick, then the short A308(M) spur to 
junction 8/9 and on to the A423(M) which would bring us to the A4 about two mile from 
the start. I started to check the landmarks: footbridge over - fine - next a yellow 
over .... .. Where’s it gone, must have missed it .... .. Nevermind, over a railway next .... .. 
What’s that another footbridge over then a proper road? Realisation dawned, we were 
on the M4, travelling west - and you can’t change direction at junction 10. Fortunately, 
we had plenty of time in hand.

Somewhat chastened, we comforted ourselves with the thought that if we were going to 
drop a major clanger it was better to get it out of the way before the start. 

DON’T PANIC

The Finals arrived a few days before the event, which gave us a chance to study them, 
plan our strategy and plot the quiet zones and black spots in comfort. PLEASE READ 
EVERYTHING. We did, including the page of “Notes for Novice Crews” which the 
organisers had thoughtfully included. Obviously, we thought, a large field, as although 
our entry went in early, our start number was 41. At the start we were handed an Entry 
List: numbers 1 - 20 had been allocated to Experts, 21 - 40 to Semi Experts and 41 - 60 
to Novices. We were disappointed to see that the 29 crews listed included only 5 from 
Guildford.

Waiting for the start the sky became darker and darker with heavy cloud. Would the rain 
hold off until after the briefing at 20.30? Suddenly, to the South, a brief flicker of light. 
Then another, seen more clearly this time, beneath the large inverted teardrop of a hot 
air balloon travelling quite rapidly across White Waltham airfield. Fast losing height, it 
was almost as though the pilot was doing the hot air equivalent of circuits and bumps. 
Suddenly it seemed to find a thermal and soared up in to the gathering gloom, amidst 
much speculation as to whether this was the Travelling Marshall setting off. Dark blue - 
or black - against the heavy grey clouds, it would clearly be very difficult to find....apart, 
perhaps, from that tell-tale flicker of flame.

At last, the briefing. Nothing startling: a JCB had devoured one of two code boards at 
search point 1, so the value of the surviving one had been doubled. Back to the car and 
settle in with all the essential bits and pieces to hand; wait for Guy to return with the 
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roadbook. Now we could get on with it. Guy skimmed through the foreword - a good 
timewaster, this - and then into 

Chapter One - The Travelling Marshall. He would appear at four locations and you could 
only intercept him once. We knew from the finails that TM 1 was worth 40 points, while 
2, 3 and 4 were worth 50, 60 and 70 respectively. TM 1 was a grid reference: “you may 
only approach from the North.” O.K., no problem. TM 2: “from TM 1 you should follow 
this route” - a fairly straight forward herringbone, but with an odd bit (soon identified as 
a roundabout and dual carriageway) at the end: “you may only approach from the 
South.” O.K., no problem. TM 3 was a block (6 columns by 5 rows) of boxes, numbered 
- not in sequence - 1 to 30. Each contained two letters in the form of a fraction. N over 
N, W over E, etc. The instructions said: “from TM 2 you must carefully follow these 
instructions to arrive at TM 3,.....We couldn’t fathom this one out, so we settled for TM 2 
and 50 points. Only three crews scored TM 3, and no-one scored TM 4.

Chapter Two - The A Boards. We made short work of these, using our Radio Operation 
and Microwave Emission Receiver.

Chapter Three - The B Boards. A combination of written instructions, tulips and 
herringbones led us - not in numerical sequence - from A 5 to B 9, B 3, past A 8 in the 
middle of a herringbone (useful check) to B 4 and eventually to B 1. The last, from B 10 
to B l, contained 30 tulips. We took stock. We’d plotted TM 2, all the A boards and all 
the B boards and had a good idea of the area covered. All the plots looked good. It was 
obviously worth looking for search point 1, so we turned to Chapter Six. SP 1 was a 
straight grid reference, so we slotted this in. Next we tried to plot SP 2 using the 
herringbone starting from SP 1, but despite three or four attempts had to give it up as a 
bad job. 

A quick look at the clock. We could afford to spend a little time looking at Chapters Four 
and Five to see if there were any boards we could solve easily (!?*!?~). C and D boards 
were worth 25 and 30 points respectively, as against 20 for both A’s and B’s.

Chapter Four - The C Boards. We plotted C 3, but had some reservations about it. As it 
turned out, they were justified. We should have been able to plot C 5, but do you think 
we could find “.....(a) bridge 49 metres above sea level.....which crosses the main course 
of the River Thames.....?” We followed the river all the way west across the map - and 
back - and again west - and back. Nary a bridge with a spot height on it, or near it, all 
the way from 6079 to 9972 — and back!

It was several days later, working through the C and D questions at leisure that the 
penny dropped. The Thames reappears briefly in 6081 and 6082 and again runs north 
from 6085 to 6191 before turning west and leaving at 610919.9. In the centre of 
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Wallingford Bridge is a little black dot and below it the figure 49. The rest of the plot was 
so easy!

Following the “Notes for Novice Crews” we decided not to spend any more time plotting 
and to get out on the road. There was a fairly obvious route - head south (no, NOT 
through the local black spot!) and find B 1 and A 1, passing TM1 on the way, then swing 
west and north to A 2 and TM 2 shortly after it opened. We found most of the code 
boards fairly easily, with the exception of B 7, which plotted two thirds of the way down 
a kilometre long yellow which very rapidly degenerated into an apparently unsurfaced 
road. We didn’t find the board and lost enough time for us not to be able to make it to 
the final board without losing 10% of our marks, which would have been more than the 
board was worth. Interestingly, although it was easy enough to plot once you had visited 
a complete set of code boards 1 - 11 (regardless of the mix of prefix letters), only five 
competitors scored it. We scored 16 of the 22 A and B boards, couldn’t find B 7 and 
annoyingly didn’t have time to visit the rest, although they were all plotted.

DON’T PANIC - The Results

The event was won by Bob Clark and John Murdoch, NWMBC, with 835 points. Andy 
Juniper and Dean Taylor, WCC, came second on 825 points and also won the 
Powerhose Shield, presented by the sponsors for the best Windsor crew. Ian Young and 
Bob Searby, NWMBC, were third (810 points). Best Guildford crew were Jules and Bob, 
also on 810 points, in fourth place. It took four of the six tie breakers to separate the two 
crews. Other GMC crews were Dickie Smart and Gordon Parsons, tenth, 650 points with 
Julie Duggan and Roy hot on their heels with 635 points in eleventh place.


Tour of Cornwall — a Marshall’s Viewpoint 

by Bob Tassano

I marshalled on the Tour of Cornwall at Nancekuke Airfield, Portreath. It was quite a long 
stint for an old codger from 07.45 to 20.30 but fortunately only about 6 miles from home. 
I was lucky in being posted to a radio and ambulance control, so was kept fully informed 
on what was going on. 

The organisers had managed to squeeze 8 miles into the stage, but that meant covering 
the main circuit twice plus two loops. This meant that at some marshalling points the 
cars went through four times. I’m sure some marshals must have been confused 
because no one was informed. The stage was used again later in the day in the reverse 
direction. So, of course, all arrows and blockages had to be changed around! We had 
one shunt during the second use of the stage when two Cosworth Sierras tried to 
negotiate a 90 degree right hand blind comer at the same time. But immediately beyond 
the corner the road width reduced to about 10 feet and it appears that neither driver 
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would give way. Result - they made contact and blocked the Stage until breakdown 
vehicles could drag them away. The value of the radio became very evident in such a 
situation, as I was informed that there were still two cars on the Stage before it could be 
closed, and was able to flag them down to prevent them tearing into the hidden 
blockage. 

It so happened that one of these cars was driven by a local lad who owns our village 
Spa shop. He had entered in the ‘Restricted’ section of the event and finished a 
creditable 15th in spite of losing his gear lever on the first stage. Incidentally, the Senior 
Marshall where I was stationed, owned what had been a Works Peugeot 205, worth, he 
reckoned about 70 grand - could buy a box full of Minis for that kind of money.

I made sure that GMC window stickers were much in evidence, and must admit that I 
thoroughly enjoy foxing the locals - although the serious motorists recognise the Cornish 
plates and are not so easily taken in.

Obituary - David de Garis 
by Bert Palmer (1992)

It is with great regret that we have to inform members of the death of David de Garis 
recently. I know that all past and present members of Guildford Motor Club would wish 
to offer their commiserations and deep sympathy to Lynn his wife and their daughter 
Lynn.

David was a member of many years standing when I joined GMC in 1970, and to me he 
epitomised the ideal motor club member - competitor, organiser, club official, marshall 
and, to many, a friend and mentor.

He was one of the earliest members of GMC - No. 541 - and as he was a professional 
banker, it was perhaps inevitable that he was soon “persuaded” to become Treasurer, a 
post he held for many years. He was an active competitor throughout the ’60s and early 
’70s before he turned his considerable talents to organising events and many of you will 
remember his long involvement as joint Clerk of the Course for the Dimanche Tour. In his 
competitive days David teamed up as navigator with Reg Tooes and competed in many 
on and off road rallies including our own Printemps (then a 200 mile road rally) and 
Dimanche.

One of his favourite rallies was the Isle of Wight Stages which, I am informed, started at 
Hindhead on the Saturday. After completing some 9 or 10 overnight stages competitors 
then boarded a specially laid on boat across to the Island for another 8 daylight stages. 
Paired with Peter Still and Bill Martin, he and Reg were very successful on Pairs events 
and particularly enjoyed the mental exercise of trying to outguess the organisers on the 
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Hants and Berks. In those days of relatively cheap motor sport (now hard to believe) he 
was always prominent on Guildford organised events - the Courage Autocross at Alton, 
Production Car Trials at Tunnel Hill and other venues, the Triform at Weavers Down, the 
annual triangular Autotests with Farnborough and Hants and Berks - and regularly 
attended monthly Club nights.

David’s name appears on many of the Club trophies but most frequently, and deservedly 
so, on the Presidents Salver which is awarded annually to the person who has 
contributed most to the Club. However, he will best be remembered as Clerk of the 
Course on the Dimanche where his talents and organisational skills were there for all to 
see. He was always in complete control despite the numerous problems that inevitably 
arise on this type of event and was greatly respected by competitors for the calm and 
fair manner with which he dealt with their problems.

Apart from his love of motor sport, with all its noise, excitement, smell and tension, 
David enjoyed the peace and quiet of completely opposite and more sedate activities of 
fell walking and helping his wife with her Riding for the Disabled.

All those who knew David de Garis found him to be both a gentle man and a Gentleman, 
and a good companion. He was certainly one of the stalwarts of the Guildford Motor 
Club and we will retain fond memories of him for many, many years.


Out and About - in retrospect 

This little selection of pictures I have recently scanned are from 1975, I have absolutely 
no idea where they we taken, but I would guess somewhere local! So anyone any ideas!
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More Out and About - in retrospect  

Back in 1973 we spent a couple of weeks in the south of France staying in Nice. Much 
to our luck there was a rally running over the Saturday night and Sunday morning of one 
of the weekends. The event was the XIII Criterium Automobile Jean Behra. The event is 
named after Jean Behra who was a French racing driver, from Nice, who raced in 
Formula One from 1951 through to 1959. He was killed in a sports car race before the 
German Grand Prix at Avus in1959.


The 150 cars entered assembled on the Promenade des Anglais for a 20.30 start to 
tackle as series of six stages using the roads behind Nice before finishing at 07.00 the 
following morning. The entry consisted of a large number of Simca’s, Renault’s, Opel’s 
and Alpines. Amongst the many Alpine entries was one from at little known driver at that 
time, Michelle Mouton, sadly no pictures!
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Tongham Tales part 8 – Blimey, it’s been chilly. 

It looks like I spoke too soon last month. Having talked with the regular GMC marshals, 
we had decided we would prefer to run a couple of posts out on the stage at this year’s 
South Downs Stages, rather than running the start controls. Even before last month’s 
edition went to press, the number of cases was rapidly increasing, and it was all but 
inevitable that most sports would be postponed or cancelled.


And so, it came to pass, around mid-January, we were informed that the South Downs 
Stages would be postponed until later in the year, probably until December, as there is a 
daytime noise curfew at 17:30 during the summer months at the Goodwood circuit. We 
also found out that no 12 cars would be permitted either, meaning that Pash’s 
Rapscallion 12 car would have to be cancelled. He was gutted, as planning was well 
under way.  I’m not overly optimistic that the ban on events will be lifted in time for the 
Jedi either. At the Jan committee, we decided to postpone the David Roscoe Memorial 
Dimanche Tour until Autumn.


I’ve been asked to attend a 
timekeeper’s webinar tomorrow, 
(25th Jan) from 18:00 to 20:00, so 
it’ll be an early Burns Night 
supper for me. I’ll have to take 
the whiskey in moderation – a 
wee, wee dram. If I manage to 
stay awake, and remember 
what’s said, I’ll report back next 
month.   

     

I was struck by the beauty of the sunset the other evening and managed to get this shot 
of a TR7 silhouetted on the skyline. 


I didn’t have to go far to get the 
photo. Lorraine bought me a day 
at a Blacksmiths for a significant 
birthday a couple of years ago, 
and I made a weathervane with 
the TR7 as the wind catcher. The 
wind that day was in the South 
West which lined up nicely with 
the shed roof.
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Contrast the sunset photo with today’s, which reminds me of the Wyedean Rally back in 
2009, with Gavin Johnson co-driving. We spent a lot of time going sideways through the 
forest  that day and it was sooo much fun.


I’ve been out in the garage a couple of times, but it’s been so damn cold that I haven’t 
been out there for long. Just enough time to sand a bit of the flop back and add some 
more where there are low points. Maybe I’ll go online and get a few of the bits of trim 
that I need. Things like the wiper arm spigot rubbers, windscreen washer jet seals and 
bonnet landing rubbers have all seen much better days. The question is, will the ones 
available online be any better than the ones I’ve just taken off? Only one way to find out I 
suppose. 


I’ve also been to see the guys at Automotive Paint Supplies and got 2 litres of what they 
think is the right colour. The car had been resprayed before I got it, and it doesn’t seem 
to be either Carnival Red, which is quite ‘orangey’ nor Signal Red. They had one of the 
headlamp surrounds to try and match the colour to, so we’ll see what it comes out like. 

Bearing in mind, I haven’t even got the bodywork blemishes sorted out yet, that could 
be a while off.


As partially predicted last month, the vaccinations are really starting to get going now, 
last night’s figure was over 500K in the day. Trucks are getting back into Europe, but 
there are still quite a few issues with Brexit.


Summers coming, so do stay safe.


Mark.


Some Cars in Novels and Road Trips 

Motor cars found in novels are often overt symbols of power, wealth, status and sex.


Cars in literature can be signifiers to better help readers to understand the characters, 
perhaps in the same way as is the car, or cars, parked outside one’s front door. 
Invariably, these are visual symbols expressing some or all of those ‘attributes’ to the 
observer.


In novels cars are employed not only to define characters but also to predict events and 
strengthen themes in the story. So, the car is clearly a necessary ingredient of many 
travel stories, transporting protagonists geographically. The car is often the symbolic 
element in terms of character development, moving them into their dreams, adventures, 
mysteries, successes and failures.
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One of the most poignant road trips in 
literature must be that of the Joad Family 
in John Steinbeck’s 1939 novel ‘The 
Grapes o f Wrath ’ . Th is fami ly o f 
sharecroppers is migrating, with thousands 
of others, from the Dust Bowl of 
Oaklahoma during the Great Depression. 
They travel along the iconic Route 66, 
aiming for California where they hope to 
find work fruit picking. 


‘Pa says, “We put ever’thing together - two 
hundred dollars. We give seventy five for 
this truck, an’ me an’ Al cut her in two an’ 
built on this here back.”’


The seventy five dollars bought a 1924 
Hudson Super 6 motor car. The bisected 
result was a pick up truck which 
transported twelve members of the 
extended family, all their possessions, 
various livestock to consume along the 
way and, at the very last moment before 
leaving, Casey, a solitary, wandering 
preacher, all the way West across the 
country.


The truck becomes the home, taking on a 
centrally important role in the story, and of 
necessity affording the reader an insight 
into the tribulations of how to keep an 
ancient, grossly overloaded vehicle 
running. Route 66 becomes the symbol of 
‘comfort’ - unifying all the migrant 
sharecroppers - and also of ‘hardship’ - 
faith and hope turning to hunger, 
depression and death. 


Whilst the novel depicts the plight of the 
poor, the exploited common man, the 
playthings of fate and injustice, the Joad 
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Joad Family Home on the road.

‘Comfort’ break for the Joad.

Entering a migrant camp, California.
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Truck, despite its lack of horse power is imbued with a clear and  powerful metaphor for 
progress. Progress both good and bad, towards an ominous, changing way of life 
ahead.


John Steinbeck made his own road trip of discovery when, in 1960, he had a camper 
van built on the back of a GMC pickup truck, packed it up 
with provisions, books, booze and a French Poodle called 
Charley and set off on a clockwise circuit of the United 
States. He named the truck ‘Rosinante’ after Don 
Quixote’s horse. Afterwards he wrote up his trip as 
‘Travels with Charley’, first believed to be a travel book 
but later understood to be a fictionalised version of his 
road trip.


‘The Great Gatsby’ by F. Scott Fitzgerald in 1925 is the story of the obsessions of an 
eccentric and mysterious millionaire on Long Island in the Jazz Age. Once again we see 
a car, this time highly desirable, beautiful and sexy, at the heart of this novel of justice, 
power, greed, betrayal and once again but from a different perspective, social 
stratification.


Like Gatsby, his car is excessively showy and is meant to impress anyone who sees it. It 
is a 1922 Rolls Royce 40/50 HP silver Ghost Drophead in bright yellow. However, this 
exquisite jewel of a motor car becomes the ‘death car’ killing one of the central female 
characters and beginning a series of events which lead to Gatsby’s death, too. Thus, the 
car is the ‘vehicle’ in the novel which predicts and parallels the ominous signs of socio-
economic and moral decline and their eventual collapse four years later in the Great 
Depression.
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John Steinbeck’s camper van -‘Travels 
with Charley’

Gatsby and his Rolls Royce. Gatsby’s 40/50HP Silver Ghost.
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Jack Kerouac wrote ‘On the Road’, in 1957. It is a 
travel novel based on his journeys and road trips with 
friends around America. It is considered a defining 
work of the postwar beat culture.  At the heart of the 
novel is the car in many forms, affording the 
protagonists the chance to experience the freedom of 
travel and wandering. Three very different cars 
transport Jack and his buddies to pastures new. Firstly 
is a brand new 1949 Hudson Commodore, then a beat 
up ‘47 Cadillac rental car and finally an even more 
battered ‘37 Ford Sedan. The car is the passport to 
adventure, discovery of place, self and ultimately 

l e a d i n g t o 
maturation and 
understanding. 
The journey, 
the road trip, is 
the metaphor for life 
in the novel and the 
car is one of the 
essential elements 
required for this 
‘journey of life’.


America is not the only background on which to play out this roadmap of life. This 
vehicular metaphor has been accomplished in astonishing ways in Britain, too, and in 
some fabulous cars.


Page In Tune16

The thrill of the road trip.

1949 Hudson Commodore

1947 Cadillac

1097 Ford Sedan Kerouac one friends on the road.

The route......
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As early as in 1908 Scottish writer 
Kenneth Grahame wrote ‘The Wind in 
the Willows’ in which Mr Toad saw his 
first motor car and became obsessed. 
(at this time there were in fact nearly 
100,000 cars on Br i t ish roads) . 
Ultimately Mr Toad drives and crashes 
seven cars having stolen some of them, 
has to pay numerous fines and is 
eventually sent to prison for 20 years. He 
escapes from prison, crashes yet 
another car in which he has hitched a 
ride dressed as a washerwoman. Of course, by the end of the novel he has overcome 
his obsessional behaviour to live a happy and contented life amongst his faithful friends. 
It has, however, taken a large number of cars, some beautiful and some crashed, to 
teach him how to enjoy a safe and comfortable existence.


In this rollicking adventure story, filled with motor car trips, we are not certain of the 
make of the ultimate, bright red car Mr Toad buys. However, we can be sure that, once 
again, this particular eccentric millionaire will buy the best and the fastest.  Unlike most 
other buyers of very expensive and horrifyingly fast machines, for Mr Toad, his car is not 
meant to display his wealth or success or to impress other people but purely to satisfy 
his own costly obsession for speed.


One can deduce that Mr Toad’s car was not a Model-T Ford which appeared on the 
market in 1908 but a beautiful, bright red Rolls Royce 40/50 HP Silver Ghost. It was a 
three speed manual straight six, side valve, 7036cc monster.


The Silver Ghost was the model from which came Rolls Royce’s famous claim of making 
“the best car in the world”. The phrase was first coined by Autocar magazine in 1907.


Claude Johnson , the executive 
director of Rolls Royce, wanted to 
prove that the Silver Ghost he was 
driving was the best car in the world 
and he decided to test this in 1907. He 
had to drive from London to Glasgow 
27 times without unscheduled stops. 
He achieved this unconventional 
endurance road trip, covering almost 
15,000 miles with no issues. No 
components were damaged or broken.
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Mr Toad’s beautiful, bright red Rolls Royce Silver Ghost.

London to Edinburgh and back, the actual Rolls which proved 
the point!
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In 1911 Rolls Royce were challenged by 
Napier, their main competitors in the car 
market, to a Trial. This involved a continuous 
road trip from London to Edinburgh and back 
to London entirely in top gear carrying four 
passengers and their luggage. This trip was to 
be run under RAC observation.


On July 7th 1911 two rival cars set off from 
London on this 800 mile road trip. The Napier 
was a 65 HP Silver Bullet and the Rolls Royce was a 40/50HP Silver Ghost. Both cars 
completed the trip and immediately went on to Brooklands to achieve their highest 
speeds without alteration or adjustment. 


The route to Edinburgh went via Grantham, Doncaster, Bedford, Newcastle and Alnwick.

The low-compression Rolls could pull away smoothly from a standstill and even on a 
slight incline due to much slipping of the oil-lubricated, leather-lined clutch. It returned 
24.32 mpg and attained a speed of 78.26 mph at Brooklands. (Later, a Light Body 
version recorded 101 mph in a flying half mile at Brooklands).


The Napier Silver Bullet recorded 19.3 mpg over the road trip and a top speed of 76.42 
at Brooklands.


Surely the Silver Ghost was the best car in the world; a fitting vehicle for enigmatic 
Gatsby as well as for the truly lovable Mr Toad of Toad Hall.


The alluring romance, mystery and adventure of the road trip never seems to wane, 
especially if your vehicle is a £306,438 Rolls Royce Wraith with a 6.6litre, V8, 623 HP 
engine and huge 21 inch alloy wheels. This was the car which in 2015 raced against the 
Caledonian Sleeper Train from London, Euston to Edinburgh, Waverley.
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Napier, not quite a Rolls.

The Wraith, your steed for the race to Edinburgh. The competition.
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‘You both run from the platform to 
your parked Wraith as the Sleeper 
pulls out of Euston Station at exactly 
23.50. It is  due in to Waverley Station 
at 7.22. 


The Caledonian Sleeper is very rarely 
even a few seconds late! 


The Sleeper stops only at Watford, 
Carlisle and Carstairs where it splits: 
half going to Glasgow the other half to 
Edinburgh.


Your road trip takes the M1, M6, A74(M) and finally the A702 into Edinburgh, a total of 
413 miles. The satnav in the Wraith tells you that arrival time will be 7.00.


It takes 20 minutes for the Wraith to gain the M1. You are now 20 miles behind the train.


Roadworks on the M1 and closures on the M6, then Tebay Services and fuelling at 4.50. 
Carlisle at 5.13 about the same time as the train. Across the Scottish border at 5.22. an 
hour and forty minutes to Waverley.


The A74(M) feels good. It is  surely one of the most remarkable stretches of motorway in 
the whole of Britain in 
stark contrast to the 
cont inuous, gr inding 
misery of the M1 and M6.


Abington Services, 40.2 
miles from Waverley and 
the junction for the A702, 
time for a coffee? No! 
You both  see the 
Sleeper wheeling past, 
f o r e g o y o u r m u c h 
needed caffeine shot. 
The Wraith leaps away in 
p u r s u i t , s t a r t l i n g l y, 
sensational, 0 to 60 mph 
in 4.4 seconds.
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On the road in the Wraith.

Fuelling at Tebay Services.
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Eventually, Edinburgh and Waverley station, where to park? Then the sprint to the 
platform indicated on the overhead displays. Arriving breathless just as the sleek 
Caledonian Sleeper is sliding silently into your view at the far end of the platform.


The time is 7.22 exactly!


Well done! You completed your fast road trip in ‘the best car in the world’. 


Cars and road trips in literature are fine escape during COVID-19 Lockdowns, but let us 
stay safe and trust that the enjoyment of cars and adventurous road trips will be a reality 
in the not-too-far-distant-future.


Francis


Clubnight Quiz Questions 

These questions form Round One of the Clubnight Quiz on Zoom 9th February (Joining details 
are on page 3) so please come and join us!


1 - At which Olympic games was Motor Sport a demonstration event?


2 - Which British Formula 1 champion was the winner of the 1966 Indianapolis 500?


3 - In which year did the inaugural Monte Carlo Rally take place?


4 - Which three events are often referred to as the Triple Crown of Motor Racing?


5 - What was the name of the vehicle in which Malcolm Campbell beat the World land 
speed record in 1931?


6 - In which year was the inaugural race in the FIA Formula One Championship held?


7 - Which three circuits have hosted British Formula 1 Grand Prix since 1948?


8 - In which US State does the Daytona 24 Hour race take place?


9 - Which is the oldest active sports car endurance race ?


10 - What drink is traditionally drunk at the end of the Indianapolis 500?


Page In Tune20



FEBRUARY 2021

In Tune 	 Page 21

From the Slide Collection 

Something a little more recent and a few photographs from the collection of a visit made to the Le 
Mans 24 hour race in 1993.
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GMC Prize Crossword February 2021. 

Open to all GMC members (as at 31/12/2020). Submit your answers to Mark Feeney either by email, messenger or 
post to arrive by Monday February 22nd 2021. If you have the correct solution, your name will be put in a hat and 
picked at random during the GMC Zoom meeting on Feb 23rd.  


We haven’t decided what the prize will be yet, but it probably won’t be a fully paid entry in a works car at a rally of 
your choice. 
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Across.


7. The main difference between the XR3 and the XR3i (4,9).


8. ’75 – ’82, Lotus FHC based on the Elite, with a bigger boot and less headroom (5).


11. Found mainly in Yorkshire, these valleys have some of the best driving roads in 
the UK (according to Pash) (5).


13. What suspension does when it gets tired (3).


15. Quick(ish) 2-door Audi built from1988 to date (1,1)


16. One of these supporters will help air flow through the radiator (3).


17. AC Fixed Head Coupe built from ‘54 – ’63 (5).


18. Renault 3 door Sport Compact from ’80 – ’86. Based on the Renault 18 floorplan 
(5).


19. Form of welding using an argon or CO2 gas shield (Inits 1,1,1).


20. Jaguar model prefix. Changed in 1939 for obvious reasons (Inits1,1).


23. Lower front suspension link, found on early Escorts amongst many others (Inits 
1,1,1).


25. Gear __. In the Final Drive or Gearbox, alters the output speed in relation to the 
input (5). 


28. __ Culcheth, Triumph Works rally driver from the ‘70’s (5).


30. Two-seater sports coupe from the Rootes group. ’53 - ’55 and then ‘59 – ’68 
(7,6).


Down.


1.Ground __. Lotus 88 F1 cars introduced this, only to be 
banned in the early ‘80’s (6).


2. A typical 12v battery will have 6 of these (4).


3. Italian car manufacturer founded in 1899 in Turin (4).


4. Coupling used at either end of a prop shaft and found in 
socket sets (Inits 1,1).


5. Dangerous liquid found in 2 down (4).


6. Graham and Damon __. F1 drivers (4).


7. Grind your teeth and sound like the American makers of the 
Metropolitan (Built under license by Austin in the UK) (5).


9. __ Maserati. 1887 – 1932, founder of the Maserati racing 
team and car manufacturer (7).


10. Ford City/Subcompact car produced from 1996 to date (2).


12. Hillman family saloon & estate car ’70 – ’78. (7) 


13. Firenza Droop __. Performance Vauxhall from the mid ‘70’s 

Down Cont’d 

14.  3rd letter of the Greek alphabet and an Executive car from Lancia ’76 – ’84 (5).


21. Power __. Vital tool for flatting back large amounts of filler (6).


22. Nicky __. Co-Driver to Colin McRae from ’97 to ’02 (5).


24. Engine size is usually specified in these (Inits 1,1).


26. __ Pond. UK Triumph, Ford and 6R4 rally driving legend (4).


27. German makers of the GT, Ascona and Manta (4)


28. Cam __. Modern replacement for the timing chain (4).


29. Originally from Morris, but more recently a Toyota large MPV (4).


31. Makers of the A, B, C, F & 6R4 (Inits 1,1).



