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Firstly, a Happy New Year and welcome to
the January edition of the magazine.

January
15th Committee

As a reminder subscriptions are now due
and the Annual General Meeting is on the
12th. Details of these can be found on
page 5.
Club and Pub nights continue over Zoom.
Details of how to join are on page 3.
Following on from last month we have
another full edition of the magazine.
Highlights this month are yet more
Tongham Tales from Mark and a really
good read from Francis about ‘Some
Disasters and Surprises in the Motor
Industry’. Out and About continues with a
selection of archive pictures from Robert
and he also continues with pictures and
invoices from cars his father owned. We
have reproduced three more articles from
past editions of the magazine. This time it
is from April and May 1992 and of course
we continue to publish pictures from the
slide collection.
Any reports, anecdotes and articles always
gratefully received. Let’s hear what you’ve
been up to or indeed can remember doing!
Stay safe
Annette & Robert Clayson

Zoom Club and Pubnights
12th January AGM and Clubnight
26th January Pubnight

Goodwood Events
Currently Closed
Brooklands Events
Currently Closed

Competition

These dates should be considered as
provisional given the current
restrictions.

January
15th January Southsea MC 12 Stars 12
Car
February

5th February Southsea MC Midwinter 12
Car
13th February South Downs Stages,
Goodwood
Weald MC 12 Car Rounds
25 September 2020 (Southern)
16 October 2020 (Borough 18)
13 November 2020 (Sevenoaks) postponed
4 December 2020 (Blackpalfrey) postponed
22 January 2021 (Maidstone)
5 February 2021 (Guildford)
5 March 2021 (Eastbourne)
26 March 2021 (Bexley)
23 April 2021 (Croydon)
Regulations are here
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GMC - Goodies

GMC - Membership Fees

The following GMC Goodies are available from Mark
Feeney, just phone him or speak to him at Clubnights
Car Badges (Enamel)

£30.00

Windscreen Sticker

£1.50

Club Badge (Self Adhesive)

£1.00

GMC Leather Key Ring

£1.50

GMC Mugs

£2.00

GMC Polo Shirts (White)

£15.00

GMC Sweat Shirts (Green)

£20.00

Romers, Clear or White
plastic

£6.00

GMC Ice Scrapers

£2.00

GMC Pens

3 for a £1.00

Full Membership

£15.00

Family Membership

£20.00

Associate Membership

£2.50

Pro-rata Membership for new members joining
after 1st July
Full Membership
Family Membership

£7.50
£10.00

Website and Social Media
Website:
www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
facebook:
www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub
instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/guildfordmotorclub
Hamish Roscoe’s YouTube channel is here.

GMC - Contact Details
Chairman and Secretary: Mark Feeney
71 Carfax Avenue, Tongham, Farnham Surrey. GU10 1BD
Phone: 01252 319672(H) 07747 445680 (M)
email cm@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
Compe on Secretary: Richard Pashley
The Old Bali s House, 152 Brox Road, O ershaw, Chertsey
Surrey. KT16 0LQ
Phone: 01932 875253
email: cs@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk

Tuesday 12th January 20:00 - AGM
Meeting ID. - Click Here

Treasurer and Vice Chairman: Graham Skingle
Phone: 01252 702510
email: tr@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk

Here is the id and passcode if you really want
them
Meeting ID: 876 9661 0105
Passcode: 515547

Social Secretary: Francis Carlisle-Kitz
Phone: 07500 512494
email: ss@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk

Tuesday 26th January 20:00
meeting ID. - Click Here

Chief Marshal: Jon Marlow
Phone: 07970 926905

Here is the id and passcode if you really want
them
Meeting ID: 875 2211 6536
Passcode: 101665

Magazine Editors and Website: Anne e and Robert Clayson
39 Longhope Drive, Wrecclesham, Farnham, Surrey.
GU10 4SN
Phone: 01252 726618
email: intune@guildfordmotorclub.org.uk

The links and details are also on the website.
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The Guildford Motor Club promotion for round 6 of the WEALD 12 Car Challenge
will take place on the Friday 5th February with the entire competitive route on
map 187.
The start and finish will be at:
The Jovial Sailor
Portsmouth Road
Ripley
Surrey
GU23 6EZ
MR 186/454 551½
Signing on from 19:00, Car 0 at 20.00
Food will be supplied at the finish (Covid-19 guidelines permitting!)
There are still several places available, if you would like an entry please fill out an
entry form and send it to Richard Pashley at: richardpashley@outlook.com
If you are not able to enter but still fancy a night out of enjoyable marshalling
duties, please email an offer to help to the above email.
To confirm, the Guildford event will run in the same vein, spirit and execution of
the championship regulations, the same as any of the other events in the series!
The event will run as a pure WEALD event with no new and unexpected twists
within the execution of the running of the event. 45 miles of straight-forward,
no-nonsense, run of the mill navigation.

Confirmed Entries so far:
Wug Utting/Bob Stokoe
BMW Mini
Derek Arnold/Simon Fuidge
Citroën Saxo
David Balderson/Rob Thompson
Citroën C1
Richard Graham/Steve Thompson
Fiat Punto
Andrea Sterry/Si Kellow
Austin Mini
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Annual General Meeting 2021
As we’ll still be in some form of tiered isolation in January, and we won’t be able to meet
in person, the 2021 AGM will be held via Zoom. I will send out email invitations to all
current members, so all you will need to do is to click on the hyperlink that will be shown
on the invite. As Zoom works over PC’s, phones and notepads, we could have the
busiest AGM since the 1980’s, when it wasn’t uncommon to have 50 plus members
attending.
Included in the invite will be the minutes of the last AGM, an agenda, the chairman’s
report and the club accounts. You’ll need to supply your own ale and chips.
Please let me know beforehand if you have any issues or questions you would like
raised in the ‘Any Other Business’ agenda topic, or in the unlikely event of you wishing
to stand as a committee member.
Mark

Subs are now due for 2021
Subscription renewals are now due. The preferred method, to avoid having to go into tier
4 Farnham, is for you to pay your subs using bank transfer and then email me to let me
know you’ve renewed. The sort code is 40-22-26 and the account number is 31750348,
please use your surname as the reference.
My email account is – mark.feeney@live.co.uk
Of course, if this is impracticable for you, we do still accept cheques through the post,
but it’s a right old fa , and they might not get presented for a couple of months.
I’ll then post your club cards. If you’ve moved recently, remember to let me know your
new address.
Many thanks
Mark

Motorsport UK Yearbook 2021 anyone?
Anyone competing or building a competition car next year? If so, I have the club copies
of the Motorsport UK ‘Blue Book’.
There are a lot of changes from last year. Almost all of the circuit racing rules have
changed, Rover V8 engines are now speci cally mentioned as now being valid for stage
rallies (thanks MUK!), although there is no mention of electric vehicle regs for rallies. I
wonder when we’ll see the rst one?
If you want to have a copy on loan, just drop me a line.
They are also excellent for those su ering from insomnia.
Mark
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Reprints
We continue this month revisiting past magazines April and May 1992 featuring.

Performance Parts Tempest Stages by Steve Cole - April 1992
Sunday the 8th March saw GMC running the Warren stage on the event run by Sutton
and Cheam and Middlesex County. An entry of only 50 cars is poor for an event in
Bramshill, so l hope that we can do better for the Dimanche Tour.
The weather was, for once, dry, and that, together with the modest entry meant that
even Warren didn’t cut up too much. For various reasons, the organisers only used the
bottom half of the forest, which was just as well as marshals were thin on the ground.
Six of the fourteen junctions were actually manned by people regularly seen on 5-maps
scatters (mostly from GMC but with some from Hants and Berks and even one from
NatWest). Henry ran the stage nish and even found the time to run a stage result
service, which allowed crews to see how their times compared with other crews through
Warren.
There were no problems with our stage, which is more than can be said for some of the
others as eleven cars got stuck in Bagshot in the morning. It was mainly due to this that
we were an hour late starting the second run. Delays like this are extremely tedious for
marshals, and to prove it some of those from one of the organising clubs decided not to
bother waiting and went home instead.
Once again I would like to thank all the GMC members who turned out, and I hope that
Sutton and Middlesex will return the favour on the 19th of July.
Thanks also to Mike and Gavin for helping set out the stage on Saturday. It was just as
well that they came as the organisers only supplied two people to do the job.

GMC at the Friary Centre by Robert Clayson - April 1992
At the beginning of the year we were contacted by the Public Relations rm for the Friary
Centre asking whether we would provide a stand at a Motor Exhibition they were
organising. We decided to, and a good deal of planning went into the event. Extra
magazines were printed, a special hand-out prepared, sample navigation problems and
various display materials were also prepared.
The stand was on the upper oor in the Friary centre opposite C & A, and we were
positioned between the Police and the A.A! The organisers had obtained an excellent
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Aston Martin DB6 to display outside the
Shopping Centre alongside a Sebring
Replica MGC to attract interest.
We received quite a lot of interest, and
many people did not know the Club
existed. As a result of the interest, we
distributed all the extra magazines, a good
many of the hand-outs and a number of
booklets from the RACMSA (A Guide to
Rallying and Starting in Motor Sport - we
have several of these left over and they will be available at
Club nights). We also made use of videos, ‘Starting in
Motorsport’, and the one which generated most interest - ‘In
Car Manx’.
Thanks must go to Bob, Graham, Jennifer, Henry, Jean and Annette for their help before
and during the day.
We will return - if they ask us!

Xenogamy Production Car Trial by Robert Clayson - May 1992
This event was organised by Southern Car Club and formed part of the RAC MSA
National Championship and the BTRDA and ACSMC Championships as well. Southern
CC had arranged a Clubmans trial to run with the National event and Guildford was one
of the invited Clubs to this.
Annette and I had both entered and were the only GMC representatives. We both took
part in the Clubman’s event along with three (!) other competitors. The National event
had attracted 30 entries. The event was staged in Camerons Field which was just east of
Dorking on the A25 opposite Box Hill. The organisers had laid on eight hills and each
had to be tackled twice. In the afternoon another eight hills were laid out, two were
completely di erent and the others had been modi ed somewhat from the morning.
At the lunch break, having tackled 16 tests, the class was being led by a chap in a BX on
107 points, Annette was second with 113 and 1 trailed in third place with 116. During
the afternoon we had a shower of rain which made things a little more slippery! By the
end of the afternoon, the BX driver had won the class with 228 points, I was second with
230 points and Annette was third with 243.
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When the awards were presented at the end of the event, to our surprise Annette
received an award for the Best Lady. (2021 comment - as she still is!)
Another excellent event, but Oh, where were the rest of you?
2021 comment “in reading this again I see I omitted to say what car I used, it just
happened to be my, then company car, a Montego!”

How much did you pay?
A few more invoices from cars my father purchased and one letter. I have recently been
having a tidy up and came across a number of invoices for the cars my father
purchased.
Last month I published an invoice for a Humber Super
Snipe, I have now found a, not very good, photograph of it
on a campsite in France in the cold! Note the little trailer at
the back, what you can’t see it’s single wheeled and it
attached to the bumper by two ttings.

The trailer we had seen in
France and had visited the
factory near Dijon and
eventually ordered one. It was
delivered in time for our next
holiday.
Meanwhile, my father had
written to the
Ministry of
Transport as to what speed
limit applied whilst towing. The
reply is printed alongside and
is very non committal!
We used the trailer for many
holidays including a 4,000 mile
marathon around Denmark,
Sweden and Norway in
Summer 1962.
Robert

fi

Page 8

In Tune

JANUARY 2021

The trailer in action behind the Sunbeam Rapier; crossing the Artic Circle in Sweden.

The Hillman Super Minx Estate shortly after delivery.

The Volvo on the road in Spain on our way back from Portugal at Easter time in
1967.
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SOME DISASTERS AND SURPRISES IN THE MOTOR
INDUSTRY
It may be that ‘disasters’ in modern cars can be covered up or perhaps because so
many models from various manufacturers look very similar, use the same technology
and identical components that, in reality, disasters are so common-place that the public
fail to see them in the same way as of old.
Look at a Citroen Berlingo, a Renault Kangoo and a Peugeot Partner: spot the
di erence. Which is better or worse and why? Cover the badge and you are foxed!
Yet almost every person with even the remotest interest or awareness of the family
motor car through the ages will know what you are talking about when you mention
‘Austin Allegro’. Most of those people will laugh, some might even say, “My dad had
one. It was rubbish!”
The Austin Allegro appeared in May, 1973,
having been rushed into production using
Second World War tooling. Its bulbous lines
and ‘quartic’ steering wheel were puzzling
from the outset. Little did those few,
unwary, early buyers know that the car they
were buying for a little over £1100 would
become famous for being more
aerodynamic going backwards than
Austin Allegro, dangerously fast!
forwards. Some soon became aware that
their Future Cult Classic would pop out its
rear windscreen if they ever had the temerity to jack up one of the rear wheels! The
Allegro, in all its variant forms was in production for 9 years, during which it sold a mere
650,000 models.
No wonder the Allegro was nicknamed the’Flying Pig’. Though some owners suggest
that the Allegro was ‘A Steaming Turd of a Car!’
And then there was the Morris Marina. It also had a 9
year production from 1971. Though in 1973 it was
only beaten by the Ford Escort into second place in
UK car sales! The Marina was exported throughout
the world including North America, and assembled in
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and Malaysia.
According to various sources, the Marina ranks
among ‘the worst cars ever built’. It was a true stop-
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gap car, with suspension from the Morris Minor, windscreen wipers the wrong way round
and unbelievably poor handling, then, of course, there was the gearbox............
However, the Morris Marina was a rare conundrum : it was a truly bad car that was truly
a sales success! Project ADO82, widely seen as a joke car, was, in the eyes of some real
cynics, believed to be the result of the designers having indulged in the taking of certain
illegal substances which were in vogue at that time.
In 1972 the UK car market expanded by over 28%, British car production by only 10%.
By 1974 British Leyland had run out of money for the rst time, the ‘Rush Released Bin
Special’ Marina continued whilst other properly thought out replacements were
cancelled. Hereafter the Marina withered on the vine selling only about half as many
models as the Cortina, by then into a Mark 3.
In the end , total production of Marinas
was a little over 1.1 million of which 38%
were exported to unwary foreign lands.
There is no accounting for taste!
What about the Day-Glo Orange Bond
Bug, which had the habit of rolling over
a n d d ro v e i t s m a n u f a c t u re r s i n t o
bankruptcy having delivered only 2000
Bugs.

Bond bug, the right way up for an orange turtle.

Or the horri c Vauxhall Frontera with its Isuzu engine delivering less than 20 miles to the
gallon, its truly, uncomfortable ride in a cramped cabin. In fact the only o -roading most
Fronteras would do would be up on jacks to get it repaired.

All washed up and shiny at its best speed.

Vauxhall Frontera, stay on the road, if you can......

ff
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The Rover City Rover - well, I ask you...........?

Rover City Rover, unsold.

Rover City Rover City Rover City Rover Ci.............

Not only were the cheaper family cars disasters: take the infamous DeLorean. It was,
indeed an exotic looking car, remembered by many for its appearance in ‘Back to the
Future’. It was pitifully slow and underpowered, about 9000 were assembled in its
dubious production before the company led for bankruptcy.

DeLorean, every one cost us, the taxpayers, more than
they were worth.

Kid-on Car?

The Pinin Farina designed Rolls Royce Camargue was an incredibly expensive
monstrosity with its slab sides and wheels which just did not ll its enormous wheel

OMG!

What on earth is this for?

fi
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arches. At a cost of 4 times that of a
Jaguar XJ-S in 1975, it is little wonder
that only 531 Camargues were sold
during its 11 year production!
Earlier than all of these British Disaster
Cars was surely the Absolute Classic
Post-War Motor Car Disaster, namely
the Edsel.
This New Brand Model was developed
as a result of endless polls of public
Here we go, car industry on the slippery slope.
preferences.
Where Mercury was the car for the young,
hot-rod inclined, Pontiac, Dodge and Buick for the middle aged, Edsel would be “the
smart car for the younger executive or professional family on its way up”.

Some chaps loved it. But who are they?

Villager. Don’t you just love it?

The total cost of research, design, tooling and expansion of production facilities for this,
the First Brand New Car in decades, was in
excess of 250 million dollars. Despite more
public polling for a suitable name, the chosen
name was ‘Edsel’ after the son of Henry Ford
1, despite objections from Henry Ford 11. ‘E
Day’ was September, 4th. 1957 with 18 models
on o er to the unwary American public. The
second largest launch for any new car brand the largest being for De Soto, introduced in
1929.
Models included: Rambler, Pacer, Corsair,
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Citation, Roundup, Villager and Bermuda.
Innovations included a rotating dome speedo,
numerous dash warning lights, column change or
Teletouch which was steering wheel, hub-mounted,
push-button shifting. Seat belts and child proof
locks, remote- opening trunk, self-adjusting brakes
and that distinctive horse-collar, vertical mounted
front grille.

Kids do not want to look at the strange speedo.

In the rst year over 63000 sold in the US, almost 5000 in Canada.
Then sales fell.
Recession, over-hype, unattractive, excessive design, very low quality build and sheer
size sounded the death-knell for the Edsel. Models were pared down, appearance
toned-down, bodies began to be shared with Ford. Teletouch transmissions and
troublesome, rotating-dome speedos were withdrawn, the restyled dash ‘mimicked’ that
of the Ford Fairlane 500.
Unfortunately the subsequent advertising of this astonishingly curious motor car and its
multiple variant models was bedevilled by some old-fashioned, snake-oil selling tactics
which failed to impress enough of those upwardly mobile young families. Fatally, the
aw in all the research was that, rather than the medium priced car, the new boom
starting was for the Compact Car.
Every Edsel manufactured cost the company, in lost money, about 3200 dollars, or the
price of another car.
Production ceased in late November 1959, leaving almost 3000 models to sell in 1960.
Ford distributed coupons worth 300 to 400
dollars to customers who had bought later
models towards the purchase of new Ford
products to o set the devaluation of their
Edsels. Dealers received credits, too, for
unsold stock.
Edsel total sales were 118268 , less than
half the company’s break even point. The
company lost 350 million dollars; equivalent
of 2.5 billion dollars today!
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There are a few still about in abandoned places.
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Dramatic, bold and tough

Pretty Sister Coupe

Styling and poor workmanship made Edsel “the wrong car at the wrong time”.
As Edsel was going down the tubes, Ford UK was preparing to launch a car, two
variants of which might be their boldest and most visually dramatic cars ever.
In the mid 1950s Ford had a good command of two sectors of the market; some of the
cheapest and some of the best large cars available: in the cheaper end the Prefect and
Anglia 100E and in the larger range the Consul, Zephyr and Zodiac trio. Nothing in the
middle ground to compete with the likes of the Hillman Minx and the new Farina styled
Austin Cambridge and Morris Oxford.
Only something with a real edge would penetrate this
growing, competitive market sector.
Then, in 1961, in the middle of a disastrous
government credit squeeze, which saw new car tax
hiked to almost 50% and a high deposit credit system
with a two year maximum limit, appeared the stunning
Ford Consul Classic 315 and its curvaceous sister the
Capri.

The Beatles loved theirs!

This Dramatic Pair were originally slated for launch in 1959, having been tested as the
109E for a million miles with a three bearing 1270cc Kent engine. Delays with the
Hailwood Plant and the runaway success of the Anglia 105E were among the factors
mitigating against this earlier launch. Interestingly too, by this time, Ford had already
identi ed a larger and lower-speci cation sector than the Classic and had the Cortina in
development for that sector.
When the launch of the Classic nally came it sported a 1340cc three bearing Kent
which was a good engine if somewhat unforgiving to those who failed to maintain it.
Fifteen months later the seriously good 1498cc engine appeared in the Classic giving

fi
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more torque and reliability. It is a little known fact that in the
1963 Monte Carlo Rally a LHD Classic from a Norwegian
start-point entry came 23rd on points!
About one in six early Classics went overseas in a crate CKD
( Complete Knock Down), to Ireland, Italy, Greece, Germany,
the Benelux Countries, New Zealand, Canada, Malaysia and
South Africa. In most of these markets the more expensive,
sportier looking coupe versions were sent in completed form.

How spectacular is that!

The Cortina, with drum brakes all round - the Classic had front discs! - appeared in the
winter of 1962. The cost to Ford at the gate in Dagenham was £250! It wore a
downgraded Classic
drivetrain, 1200 Kent engine, single headlights, and a
hundredweight of steel less in the shell. Clearly, the Cortina had drawn heavily on the
Classic project, pulling out all the expensive features from the tough and overengineered Classic.
Then came the Corsair which was essentially a Cortina, the clever styling of which made
it look more expensive. It sold no better than the Classic but did make more money for
Ford due to the higher parts-and-labour content of the Classic.
So, one can deduce, that though the home market for the Classic and Capri were
hindered by the tax and credit situation when nally launched and overrun by the
cheaper Cortina, they could have been a runaway success if delivered in 1959! Instead
the Classic sold in very respectable numbers, o ering buyers of the day a real
alternative, as well as contributing enormously to the success of the Cortina.
On top of all that the Classic is a great car to drive, even to this day is it dramatic to see
and star of any Classic gathering.

Wow!

And it’s a great car to drive!

So what’s not to like about this, “The Right Car at the Wrong Time”?
Francis
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This selection from the slide collection dates from 1964 and is of a Cornish Vintage Rally. The
captioned cars are recognised by the DVLA to check this I need to see the registration!

1921 Daimler

1904 Ford - though not on the road

1914 Rover

Not known by the DVLA

 	

In Tune

1921 Lancia

Page 17

JANUARY 2021

Out and About - in retrospect
In last month’s magazine we looked at the former hill
climb at Ditcham this month we move to Burgh eld
Common, near Reading and the Great Auclum Hill
Climb.
Great Auclum was rst used in June 1938 with an event
run by the Sporting Owners Drivers Club followed on
by the Frazer Nash-BMW Car Club over a 600 yard
course. The rst post war event and subsequent events
were run by our friends at the Hants and Berks Motor
Club using a shorter 440 yard course. The nal
competitive event was on the 10th August 1974 and
the accompanying pictures are from that event.
Neil Gardiner was a director of the Reading based
biscuit manufacturer Huntley and Palmer and owned
Great Auclum Place where the course was situated.
In 1959 the venue became a National
Championship Hill until its closure. In
1973 Chris Cramer set the ultimate
record for the hill in his 2 litre March
with a time of 17.65 secs.

The programme from the nal event.

To d a y t h e c o u r s e i s m o s t l y
overgrown and the paddock is now a
housing estate.
Robert

A E Bianchi - Elva Scorpion
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P E Voight - Voight Renwick Special

P J Matthews - Mallock U2

Major C W Lambton - HWM/Jaguar GP

R Shardlow - Chevron B25

Holding in place

R J White - FMS / JAP

Sir Nick Williamson - SGT Racing March 712

Hill Record Holder - Chris Cramer Grunhalle Lager March 74B
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Tongham Tales Part 7 – And a Merry Christmas to you too.
Regular readers will remember that we have been planning an extension on the back of
Chez Feeney. Well, Guildford Borough council have only gone and granted approval.
Odd really, when the original plans were rejected on a technicality, and the second
submission, with exactly the same set of drawings, passed. Maybe it’s just to do with
the extra 335 British Pounds we had to hand over for the second application, or am I
just being cynical?
The rainwater harvesting tank is now in place and plumbed in, albeit temporarily. The
oat pump works a treat, and come summer, we’ll be able to water the garden without
using expensive potable water from the tap.
There’s still no proper motorsport to get involved in, although there may be a light on the
horizon. The South Downs Stages at Goodwood opened for entries at noon on the 13th
of December and was full, with reserves, within half an hour. Let’s just hope that it
actually goes ahead. Talking to the guys on the Zoom call the other day, there was a
large preference for us to marshal out on the track this year, rather than run the start
again.
After a busy October on the
canal, there was no work
allowed during the second
lockdown. So, it was early
December before we could
get back to Harsfold Bridge –
197/050½ 241. The car park
is between the river and the
canal and the worksite is
500m NE up the towpath. It’s
quite a slog with all my kit.
The following week was far
worse. Heavy rain caused the
Harsfold Bridge CP, after a bit of rain!
river to burst its banks and
the car park to ood, so we
had to park at Lee Place - 197/ 051½ 237½. An extra 350m each way, not made any
easier as it was raining and uphill on the way back.
Progress of some sort is being made on the Sunbeam. I had to get the welder out for the
bonnet hinge panel. I’d noticed a couple of bulges in the paintwork in front of the bonnet
hinges, but they didn’t look like typical rust under the paint blisters. Having removed the
bonnet, I had a poke around. It was, of course, the dreaded tin-worm, but it was
Page 20
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underneath the lead loading that had been used to seal the weld seam. That’s why it
didn’t look like the usual blistering. The rust had simply lifted the lead as a strip. Out with
the grinder and the rusty bits were cut out and a couple of strips of new steel were let in.
The welds were then dressed and primed. There you go, I said last month that I’d get
some primer on it before Christmas.
Having spent most of Sunday in the garage, I was really lucky to nd a clear sky when I
nished. I set the big binoculars up and had a great view of the conjunction of Saturn
and Jupiter, with the four largest Jovan moons also visible. The planets weren’t at their
very closest, that’s today (21st), but as we’ve got 100% cloud cover today, I’m glad I saw
it yesterday. I very much doubt if I’ll see the next one.
With a bit of luck, by the time I write the next page of inane ramblings, vaccinations will
be really ramping up, the trucks will be allowed back into France, the Brexit stumbling
blocks will have been overcome, Father Christmas will have delivered everything we
asked for and the hangovers from New Year will be a distant and unpleasant memory.
Stay safe.
Mark

Out and About - in retrospect
Whilst looking for the photographs to accompany the article about the display in the Friary
Centre, I came across the random pictures of our social side, and I never did nd the
picture I was actually looking for!

Raft Race - Mychett

Dinner Dance

A visit to the Tyrrell F1 workshops
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Raft Race - Godalming
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Downtime from a display at the Town Show
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