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Editorial 

Welcome to the January edition of the magazine and of course a Happy New Year 

Quite a bumper edition of the magazine to start the year. Let’s hope it continues! We have from Francis 
the second instalment of “The Great Cape Escape” about his recent visit to South Africa. Mark writes 
about the new Clubmans Competition Licences, an important read. Robert writes about a post Christmas 
visit to a 750MC Sporting Trial. We are starting to work our way through a boxful of old magazines, 
scanning them in and making them available on the website. Naturally we have our regular dip into the 
slide collection and the social and competition calendars are updated. 

A reminder that January 14th sees the Annual General Meeting and the subscriptions are due from the 
1st January 

Any reports, anecdotes and articles always gratefully received. 

Annette & Robert Clayson

Membership Renewals 

A reminder that the subscriptions are due on 
the January 1st. 

These need to be forwarded to Mark as soon as 
possible and he will issue you 

with a new membership card! 

Full Membership is £15 and 

£20 for Family Membership. 

Why not renew at the AGM!

Membership can be renewed via our bank 
account. 

Sort Code 40 - 22 - 26

Account Number 31750348

Please quote your surname as the 
reference and email Mark to confirm you 

have paid.
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Social Calendar 

January 2020 

14th Annual General Meeting and Clubnight 
- The Fox at Fox Corner, Worplesdon, Guildford 
GU3 3PP 

21st Committee 

28th Pubnight - The Fox at Fox Corner, 
Worplesdon, Guildford GU3 3PP 

Goodwood Events 

8th February Southdowns Stages 

Brooklands Events -  

1st January New Years Day Classic Gathering 

19th January VSCC Driving Tests 

Bicester Sunday Scramble 5th January (Ticket Only 
Event but good value!) http://bicesterheritage.co.uk

GMC Goodies

Full Membership £15.00

Family Membership £20.00

Associate Membership £2.50

Pro-rata Membership for new members joining 
after 1st July

Full Membership £7.50

Family Membership £10.00

Membership FeesThe following GMC Goodies are available from Mark 
Feeney, just phone him or speak to him at Clubnights

Car Badges (Enamel) £30.00

Windscreen Sticker £1.50

Club Badge (Self 
Adhesive)

£1.00

GMC Leather Key Ring £1.50

GMC Mugs £2.00

GMC Polo Shirts (White) £15.00

GMC Sweat Shirts (Green) £20.00

Romers, Clear or White 
plastic

£6.00

GMC Ice Scrapers £2.00

GMC Pens 3 for a £1.00

Competition 

January 

February 

8th Bognor and Southsea MC’s Southdown 
Stages, Goodwood 

Apologies for the lack of events shown, this has 
not been helped by the 12 Car Capers ceasing. 
Sadly there is now no central listing of event 
dates in this area. 

Contact Information 

Follow this link for our contact information. 

Website and Social Media 

Website: www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk 

facebook: www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub 

instagram: https://www.instagram.com/
guildfordmotorclub

GMC Events 2020 

28th February Rapscallion 12 Car 
1st May Jedi 12 Car 

17th May Touring Assembly

http://bicesterheritage.co.uk
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub
https://www.instagram.com/guildfordmotorclub
https://www.instagram.com/guildfordmotorclub
https://www.instagram.com/guildfordmotorclub
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk/page-2/
http://bicesterheritage.co.uk
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk/page-2/
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub
https://www.instagram.com/guildfordmotorclub
https://www.instagram.com/guildfordmotorclub
https://www.instagram.com/guildfordmotorclub
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New Licence requirement for Clubman competitors 

Our governing body, Motorsport UK have, in their infinite wisdom, decided that a club card 
is no longer sufficient to enable a clubman competitor to enter a clubman status event. This 
includes 12 cars, scatters and Autotests.

They have introduced a new, albeit, free licence, that all competitors on 12 cars and scatters 
must have, or if they haven’t got one, they must submit a completed application form at 
signing on.

Fortunately, unlike a full licence, you won’t need to supply a photograph.

You will need to ensure you have your RS Clubman licence with you, or can remember the 
number, when signing on, as the new signing on forms require the licence numbers to be 
recorded.

There is NO ‘non-production’ fee for the RC Clubman licence, but you will have to complete 
another application if you’ve forgotten your licence number. 

Event organisers should have the relevant forms for you to complete, should you need them

If you answer ‘YES’ to either of the two medical questions, you will only be allowed to 
compete as a passenger/navigator. 

To avoid time consuming delays at the start of your next event, I strongly recommend you 
apply for your licence now.  You can do it a matter of minutes by clicking here - RS Clubman 
Licence . 

Or you can apply on the day online or submit a completed application form at signing on. It is 
a simple form and should only take two minutes to complete.

As an RS Clubman licence holder, you will receive Motorsport UK’s member benefits 
package including reduced cost fuel, reduced cost tyres, free eye tests, discounts at Halfords, 
reduced insurance premiums and many more money saving deals. It is possible to save 
hundreds of pounds a year by utilising your member benefits. You will also receive 
Motorsport UK enhanced personal accident insurance covering you for any Motorsport UK 
permitted event and offering you peace of mind for unexpected eventualities.  

Mark
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Guildford Motor Club 

Annual General Meeting 

Tuesday 14th January 2020 

The Fox at Fox Corner 

From 8pm.

https://www.motorsportuk.org/get-started/2020-rs-clubman-licence/
https://www.motorsportuk.org/get-started/2020-rs-clubman-licence/
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Back Copies of the Bulletin 

Having exhausted the very early copies of the Bulletin supplied to us by the 
Roscoe family, which we were very grateful for. We now have to look elsewhere. A 
box full of magazines from the 70’s 80’s and 90’s has been located as you can see 
from the picture alongside it’s quite a full box! Over the coming months we will 
be scanning these all in.

To make them easier to read they will be published on the website and you can 
access them by clicking on the following link.The link takes you to the page on 
the website where we hold these magazines. The latest scan will always be at the 
top. Page Link

THE GREAT CAPE ESCAPE. October 2019. Part 2 

We took the 300D to one of these enviros to view yet 
another car collection. 

“This one will be right up your street!” Was my brother’s 
promise.

He was right!

A hanger of cars and motor bikes and a mezzanine 
office/ goody cave. A Lamborghini greeted us on entry, 
followed by several classic Porsches and a few more 
modern ones, a unique, though not so pretty, Alfa 
Romeo discovered in a barn in rural Mozambique with a 
Conrero engine, various Mercedes, a Basil Green V8 
Ford Capri and dozens of other rare and delicious gems. 
Each of these cars was under a dust cover so each one 
was a revelation in reality. Then the motorbikes.............. 
pre war Harleys, post war racing bikes, many of which 
the owner had raced in earlier days, an unimaginable 
variety including an eye-watering Mike Hailwood 
replica!

But the mezzanine - a veritable ‘Aladdin’s Cavern of 
Fascination’ motor memorabilia and mind-blowing objects amongst the pin ups and signed 
photos. But hanging against one wall was an exceedingly fine one-piece suit in soft white 
leather covered in gem stones. Yes, it was a genuine Elvis Presley outfit! Bought at auction in 
USA, for an undisclosed sum, but which might have bought another classic car. We were 
asked not to photograph it as it could publicise its presence and make it a target for theft.
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Funny little car.

The Story

https://guildfordmotorclub.org.uk/?page_id=477
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Another private car collection  in the 
environs where I almost fell over a 
Ferrari as I walked into the long sloping 
garage. I looked up and there was 
another classic Ferrari in front nestled 
amongst a bevvy of Alfa Romeos and 
Mercedes. Coincidentally, one of the 
Alfa’s also had another rare Conrero 
engine in it! (Interesting that this 
famous engine builder left no mark of 
his name or number on any of the 
engines which he built!) Almost too 
much adrenaline flowing in this store of 
tightly packed and glistening wonders, 
clearly time for food and wine again.

Unfortunately the cloud base was low 
down for the whole time we were in 
Cape Town, so my bucket list ambition 
to climb Table Mountain on foot was 

not to be. We met up with family and friends, too in the city, 
before spending three quiet and exceedingly chilled days up the 
West Coast at Jakalsfontein in a glass fronted house overlooking a 
silver strand several kilometres long. Here the incessant waves 

seemed to stretch almost the 
length of the beach. It was not 
a place to swim, but walking 
the length of this perfectly 
clean stretch to the sound of continuously breaking waves 
was a daily pleasure.

We made three forays out from this seaside hideaway, 
firstly to the exquisite town of Darling, surrounded by 
green fields and vineyards and home to a wonderful micro 
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Speaks for itself

Driving behind the three pointed star, 
Cape Town

Miles of breakers outside the front 
windows

Another collection. Could you get 
out of this in Safeway’s car park?

Now you see ‘em!

In all directions

This limo was formally the property of an 
infamous Cape Town gangster
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brewery where visitors 
can not only sample to 
their heart’s content - 
especially if they have a 
driver who only drinks 
water - but also see the 
whole workings of this 
wonderful system for 
the production of neo-
nectar, in this case 
everything in 
gleamingly polished 
stainless steel. Darling 
also boasts an intriguing 
little museum, several 
antique shops, a couple 
of charming cafes and 
eating places, a one-
person cheese factory, a 
toffee making place 
and, just outside the 
town, a wine and olive 
tasting farm. A pizza we 
lunched on, made in 
front of our eyes, would 
have made world wide 
applause. Some very 
fine coffee, too, but the 
real ale from the 
brewery was truly 
memorable.

A second foray into delightful Darling was following an invitation 
from The Mercedes Benz Club of the Western Cape; a fine 
luncheon with a bottle of local wine in the hundred year old 
railway station, now an exquisite little theatre venue where we 
were roundly entertained by a well known comedian and political 
entertainer in drag.

There was a final visit to make before we headed for home. A 
collection of Mercedes cars of very specific models, (most with very low mileages) - mainly 
W123’s and W124’s, but not exclusively. Almost all the cars in this collection were in superb 
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Cape Town from where I was having 
breakfast and a fine coffee

Table Bay

Another collection, many Alfas …..

A Ferrari.

The Tripover Ferrari!

Enchanting town!

Captivating brewery!
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original condition. The owner had 
no example of a W124 300D and 
had been for some time angling to 
get hold of the car we were 
driving. Chris kept his powder 
dry. He was focussed on one car in 

this collection in particular:  a mint, original, 1966, 
Long Nose Fintail 230S in deep blue. 

The Fintail was worth rather more than the 300D. I 
was most interested to watch how this deal would play 
out as I was sure Chris would not wish to simply pay 
the balance in cash, but rather barter some kind of 
more involved deal involving parts or cars. 

During dinner that evening both expressed their 
interests and suggested that the respective cars could 
be available. Over the next few days Chris and the 
owner exchanged ideas in a cryptic way on WhatsApp. 
There was never mention of figures or actual money. 
Then another car came under the spotlight; a Short 
Nose Fintail 230 in ivory white, which Chris owned and 

had just made ready for the 
road. It was presented as final 
bait together with the 300D. In 
essence this made a balanced 
deal for both, especially as 
Chris was keen to reduce his 
stable of cars. Things hung for a while until after we were back home. 
‘The Owner’ was up nearby having bought another car for his 
collection. He came and stayed overnight and had a good look at the 
ivory 230. By the time he left the next morning the deal had been 
agreed, all that was left was how to get the cars to their new homes 
1000 miles apart. But that is another saga that is still playing out.
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Wow!

Fascinated fellow!

My driver sampled a ginger beer.

The 230s Fintail

Shortly to be at home in Midstream in place of 
the 300D

Couldn’t resist showing a few 
more pics
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We had dallied an extra couple of days in and around Cape Town and 
realised that we must return quickly in order to prepare the Ford Corsair 
race car for the fast approaching Historic Racing at Zwartkops Raceway.

We made the decision to return from Cape Town to 
Midstream in one day if we could. This would mean a 
journey of 1460 Kms , 911 miles. With a maximum speed of 
120kph on the N1 highway would mean more than 12 
hours of driving excluding stops. We thought we could 
manage it and have a couple of extra days at the other end 
to recover and prepare the race car.

The route is almost entirely on the N1 highway, passing 
through a varying landscape including one long pass and at 

least three hours driving through the Great 
Karoo, a vast area once of fine grazing land but 
now semi desert the result of over grazing by 
the early Boer farmers. The spectacular Three 
Sisters are curiously similar shaped mountains 
when seen from one particular point, they 
signal the northern extremity of the Karoo. 
Our next targets being Colesberg which is almost the halfway 
mark and onward to Bloemfontein which we could completely 
by-passion our northerly push.

We did make it without incident, sharing the driving every two hours and taking a break and 
a short walk at each change over. Food and water were taken at regular intervals, too, so we 
were not in too bad shape on arrival at Midstream. The car had performed faultlessly through 
the the trip. We had kept careful records of fuel as well as a log of the journey. The 300D, on 
this, its last Safari, returned a fuel consumption of 6.6 litres to 100 kms. or 47.35 mpg. rather 
good for a 30 year old car being pushed hard for much of the trip!
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Replica, but sounded lovely

Comet. Actual former East African 
Safari Car. Last one remaining of 12. 
They did not fare too well-soft and 
flimsy in the back end. The others 
were shipped back towards the 
States and tipped overboard!

Would you like to sit in 
there and drive?

That’s the outside

The Star

Flag ship!
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Post script: the 
300D has since 
had another full 
service and check 
over and will 
make a final 
journey to 
Colesberg in the 
hands of its 
present owner, 
before being 
handed over in exchange for the blue 230S Fintail. The 
300D will go South to Moorreesburg to its designated spot 
in the collection. Whilst the Fintail will overnight in 
Bloemfontein before returning to Midstream where it will 
enjoy very regular use and become a recognised entrant at 
drive outs, car meets, and classic car events.

Francis

From the Slide collection 
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Detail, on the 190SL. 190SL The Sound ……

A real classic Pagoda.

This months selection comes 
from 1969 and a Bugatti 

International Rally at Prescott.
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Out and About- 

Whilst at Goodwood a few weeks ago this Porsche 917 was running 
… however, it’s not all it would seem. If you look closely at the 
picture of the car on the track it has a 69 registration and is road 
legal complete with SVA certificate. 

It runs a standard 3.6 litre Porsche engine, it is registered as an Icon 
917k. The story goes that the people behind Icon Engineeering 
brought a 917 shell and set about designing the complete chassis and 
every other part of the car in CAD. In researching the car, lots can 

be found on the 
internet, it turns 
out it was used as 
part of the central 
feature at the 2018 
Goodwood Festival 
of Speed although in Gulf team colours.

Out and About 750 MC Sporting 

Trial 

On the first Sunday after Christmas I travelled 
down to just behind the Queen Elizabeth Country 
Park to Head Down. This was the location of the 
750MC Sporting Trials 20th Annual Plum Pudding 
Shake down.

In a Sporting Trial competitors compete over a 
number of sections (Hills) these could be tackled 3 
or 4 times. The course is marked out by poles 
which represent gates and the object is to get as 
far up the section as possible, the higher you get 
the less points you score. The overall winner is the 
car with the lowest points scores. Sporting Trials 
cars are four wheeled, rear wheel drive open two 
seaters. Engine wise they can be any four stroke 
upto 1650cc.

In our area there are several locations which host 
these events, though the 2020 calendar hasn’t been 
published yet.With some 40 competitors from all 
over the UK taking part it was quite a busy event!
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Local Rallying 1981 Style 

I came across this slides of mine recently, posted them in our Facebook group and shared them on my 
timeline as well, definitely sparked off a lot of memories. They are from the Southern Rally organised 
by Southern Car Club and Croydon & DMC. Thanks to the response I got I am able to put some 
names in!
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All taken at Bagshot

Jim Craker & Neil Tyson - GMC Crew

Stan Dukes & Keith StaddonColin Short & Maurice May

Paul Burch & Graham Marlow John Mills and  …
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