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THE MAY 2ND SPORTING RUN

There was a turnout of over forty cars for this five hour
navigational event, Starting at one minute intervals, we were each
handed a formidable list of map references, and set off on a hundred
mile tour through some of Surrey's finest scenery,

"The course will be run over maln and secondary roads, not
embracing anything of a trials nature" ran the competition rules, As I
was navigating Bob Bates' Land Rover with a crew of six, our prospects
for the afternoon looked like being just a gentle outing, However
after about an hour and a half of gruelling driving including abou% four
miles of trackless bog, and six deep fast-flowing fords, we came to the
econclusion that a DUKW would have been a more practical vehiclel

Some of the snazzier sporting jobs got into difficulties at these
wild spots. One of the "A.,C. Owners'" Club was seen to falter at the
edge of a ford at the thought of getting his beautiful cream machine
all wet, and became firmly wedged between two high banks in the narrow
lane in an effort to turn round and go home, Thus in avoiding the
presence of tadpoles in his carburetter, he only succeeded in ramming a
good solid plug of clay into his exhaus% pipel BSeveral other owners had
the same qualms, and the stalwart orews were obliged to bare 1lily white
legs and wade through the torrent to ascertain the code words, a
spectacle that drew forth many a coarse laugh from our lady members,

A man in a Morgan did make the plunge, and we all thought he was
never coming up. He made the opposite bank however, and a qulck flip
round with a dry rag and he was off, albeit sadly lacking stopping
power for about five miles.

For the first two hours we had been fortunate with the weather, but
then the heavens opened, and my crew suddenly became unselfish as to
whom was going to have the fun of finding the marshal., I bent closer



Page 5.

over my map scribbling complicated calculations in the margin, and
eventually it was decided that one of the girls should go, After about
twenty minutes she returned, soaked and unhappy, after she had been

‘ to persuade a farmer not to keep pretending to her that he was
not the marshal,

These were just a few of the incldents that helped to make the
afternoon, in a perverted sort of a way, a success, We all arrived
safely back at "The Wooden Bridge', the évent having been won outright
by E. Greham-Brown, of the M.G., Car Club, with Brian Bobbett leading our

owm Club,
MIKE BATES.
JUNE_PROGRAMME, :
- 9th (Wednesday) Noggin and Natter at the "Anchor & Horseshoes" Burpham =
| . 0 Pallle
- 19/20%th., Point to Point Night Rally. Details to follow, Volun%eer
‘ Marshals are urgently required and should contact David

Cobbett)., This is an all-night effort, but breakfast will
be available at the end,

27th (Sunday) Noyelty Run, Suitable for the whole family, again
details to follow,

NEWS_OF MEMBERS.

% Our Presidant, Alan Brown, hes continued his winning weys at
- Goodwood and Silverstone, :
1 Peter Gammon and his Lotus are proving a match for all comers in
the 1500cc, Sports Car class,
Roy Salvadori is showing himself equally at home in Aston Martin o»
Maserati, (as was well illustrated at Ibsley on May 8th), :
r Don Laver won the Surrey Sporting Owners Rally, and his class in the

' Hants and Berks Autocross,
Leonard Potter also won a class award at the London M,C, sprint at
Goodwood,
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SILVERSTONE MAY 15th

David Cobbett and Bob Jennings joined me in a very hurriedly
arranged trip to Silverstone on May 15th, for the Daily Express Trophy

- meeting, We had not been able to secure tickets for any of the Stands

so decided on a very early start, 5 a,miil! We set off and covered the
90 odd miles in one hour and fifty minutes and had no difficulty in
getting in to the Red car park adjoining Stowe corner. The weather was
simply horrible, cold, windy and drizzling with fine rain, but we were
well equipped with "night trial' apparel and decided to try and get into
a more interesting part of the course by some means or other, and to ocut
a long story short we did manage to buy some Grandstand tickets that had
been cancelled and settled down to enjoy the racing.

Guildford Motor Club was well represented, Alan Brown on the new
Vanwall special, Roy Salvadori driving a Maserati and a later new and
very attractive Aston Martin saloon in the production sports car race,
Peter Gammon on his amazing Lotus, and not by any means least, Leonard
Potter who performed the most incredible gyrations with a diminutive

.~ Dyna Panhard. :

This was definitely Gonzales' day out, despite brilliant driving on
a very tricky surface by others, the Argentinian stood supreme, The

. production saloon car race was the most exciting event of the day and

provided some real thrills, a 2% Riley left the course backwards and then
proceeded to cross the circuit diagonally just seraping through two other
cars, an Alvis 3 litre saloon cornered on two wheels and travelled
sideways part of the way and then shed its bonnet en route, two Javelins

- raced neck and neck all the time as if tied together, and as for the

three Mark V11l Jaguars, Phew! words fail me,

After the racing, another record was broken by getting off the course
and right on to the road in 45 minutes against last years L hours. -

Arthur D, Knight,



