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From David Roscoe 

I thought it was about time I sent the club a sub for the 
magazine and to fill the funds a little bit.

All is well down here in Devon, the ‘fleet’ is now 1929 Morris 
Minor, 1930 Ford Model ‘A’, and a 1961 Daimler Dart; as you 
can see I haven’t given motoring up yet!

I enclose a bit of GMC memorabilia, a poster from, I 
reckon, about 1958. The GMC invented the Midnight 
Matinee and it always showed a profit. I think we did them 
for about 4 or 5 years, first at the Odeon and then at the 
Astor. We used to get a full house and the drive home at 1pm 
used to be a bit ‘hairy’.

I have given up competing these days (now 83) but spend 
quite a while ‘fiddling’ with 
the old cars and do attend 
the occasional classic car 
show but it is not the same 
as the days at Silverstone in 
the 1937 4.3 Alvis (bags of 
torque 5mph to 115 mph in 
top 179 bhp)

Glad to hear the club is in 
good heart; give my best 
wishes to the members.

Kind Regards

David Roscoe
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Editorial 

A letter and two articles are 
definitely the best Christmas 
presents I could have had – (in 
terms of ‘In Tune’ that it is – not 
Christmas day type goodies!).  I 
am visualising you all sitting in 
front of your open fire, feet up, 
cravat and smoking jacket on with 
a small glass of port, letting out a 
small sigh of contentment when 
you have taken time to absorb the 
good wishes and motoring 
goodies included in this eight 
page Christmas edition. Many, 
many thanks to Allan, Mark and 
David. 

It is particularly interesting to see 
David’s poster detailing the ‘Motor 
Racing Film Show’  midnight 
matinee put on every year  by 
GMC – it was a different world. 

Wishing you a restful festive 
season – keep your anti-freeze 
topped up and your windscreen 
scraper to hand and we will see 
you in 2015. 

Annette and Robert 

Happy motoring. 
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GMC Goodies 

Membership Fees 
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Calendar 

Club Events  

Clubnight - 9th December 

Committee - 16th December 

Pubnight - 23rd December 

Jan/Feb 2015 Hogs Back Brewery 
Visit 

Rapscallion 12 Car - 10th April 2015 
- Using 186/187 

Other noteworthy events 

28th-30th Nov RAC Rally 

5th Dec Weald Series Rd3 

5th Dec Southsea MC 12 car 

5th Dec FDMC Gwyn Jones Memorial 
12Car 

19th Dec Basingstoke MC Nick Arden 
Memorial 12 Car 

28th Dec Sutton & Cheam MC Loco2 
Stages 

Goodwood Events  

Quiet Now! 

Brooklands Events 

1st January New Year’s Day 
Gathering 

In Tune 

InTune is produced on the third 
Wednesday of each month preceding 
the cover date. Please could we have 
any news, views, articles, results, 
adverts etc. for the magazine by the 
third Tuesday of the month (Committee 
Meeting) Thank you. 

Magazine Editors 

Annette and Robert Clayson 

The following GMC Goodies are available from Mark Feeney, 
just phone him or speak to him at Clubnights

Windscreen Sticker £1.50

Club Badge (Self Adhesive) £1.00

GMC Leather Key Ring £1.50

GMC Mugs £2.00

GMC Polo Shirts (White) £15.00

GMC Sweat Shirts (Green) £20.00

Romers, Clear or White plastic £6.00

GMC Ice Scrapers £2.00

GMC Pens 3 for a £1.00

GMC Fleeces (to order) £25

Full Membership £15.00

Family Membership £20.00

Associate Membership £2.50

Pro-rata Membership for new members joining after 1st July

Full Membership £7.50

Family Membership £10.00

Don’t forget our (very smart) 
fleeces as well, now the cooler 
weather is with us! 
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Weald MC 2014-2015 12 Car Rally Series 

Friday, 10 October 2014 (Borough18 Promotion)

Friday, 7 November 2014 (Sevenoaks Promotion)

Friday, 5 December 2014 (Croydon Promotion)

Friday, 16 January 2015 (Blackpalfrey Promotion)

Friday, 20 February 2015 (Eastbourne Promotion)

Friday, 13 March 2015 (Bexley Promotion)

Friday, 10 April 2015 (Guildford Promotion) 

Regulations and Entry Form are available on the website on 
the calendar page.

From the Archive 

I have been scanning in lots of old negatives. Pictures from 
the 1974 Dimanche Tour emerged. The rest of the pictures 
are available on the website.

Robert
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Contact Information 

Chairman:  
Mark Feeney.  
71 Carfax Avenue, Tongham 
Farnham Surrey.  
GU10 1BD  
Email: mark.feeney@live.co.uk (H)  
Phone: 01252 319672 (H)  
07747 445680 (M)  

Secretary:  
As Chairman.  

Competition Secretary:  
Richard Pashley.  
The Old Baliffs House  
152 Brox Road, Ottershaw Chertsey 
Surrey. KT16 0LQ  
Email: 
richardpashley@hotmail.co.uk 
Phone: 01932 875253 

Social Secretary:  
As Competition Secretary  

Treasurer:  
Graham Skingle.  
Phone: 01252 702510  

Editors:  
Annette and Robert Clayson.  
39 Longhope Drive, Wrecclesham 
Farnham, Surrey. GU10 4SN  
Email: 
annette.clayson@twopenny.com  
Phone: 01252 726618.  

Other Committee members:  
Robert Clayson.  
Phone: 01252 726618  
Jon Marlow. Phone: 07918 705922 

Website and Facebook 
Website www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk 

facebook  

www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub

http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub
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Tempest 2014  

The only time I’ve fixed an electrical problem with a Hammer! 

Up until now, the Tempest rally has not been good to us. Out of four starts we’ve only had one finish. 
Ignition issues have been the main cause. An overheating ignition module followed by a duff 
distributor saw an early exit from the first two events we contested. Then we actually had a finish, 
followed the next year by propshaft failure a mile and a half from the finish of the last stage. Having 
had a couple of years off, we were looking forward to this year’s event. We were seeded at 24th in the 
2WD event, so should have relatively smooth stages to run on. 

The overheating problem from Wales seemed to have been sorted. I was rather sceptical about using 
‘Steel Seal’, but the adverts reckoned it would seal a small crack in the block, and if it didn’t work, I’d 
get a full refund. So I thought why not – nothing to lose, and it could save a new engine being 
required. At the time of writing, the block is still keeping its compression where it should be and not 
leaking it into the cooling system.

The first issue of the day occurred before we’d even started. In the queue for the start, I was fiddling 
with the camera making sure it was turned on, but didn’t notice I was rolling forward – into the Mk1 
Escort in front. No damage done to either car, but a lot of ribbing from Paul. The car was a bit 
understeery on the first three stages and this caused a slight front wing modification on SS23 – 
Warren, when I understeered into a small bank, on the co-drivers side of course. I evened things up a 
bit later on the stage when I got too close to a sapling. The pine needles were still trapped in the door 
mirror when we got back for service. Swapping the tyres front to back cured the understeering 
problem.

Next up were two runs through Ash Ranges. I like the Ash stage, it’s one of the few places in the 
woods where I can get into fifth gear, on the run up to the yump, about half a mile in. The organisers 
have had to put a couple of chicanes in after a big accident in there last year, but it’s still a nice little 
stage. I was good to get a wave from GMC’s Jack Walker, marshalling on the chicane near the end of 
the stage – or was he giving me the ‘hurry-up’.

After Ash, we had a long drive down to Longmoor near Bordon. We were warned of big ruts across the 
stage at two places, Junction 4 & 5 I think. I don’t recall seeing the junction number, nor hearing Paul 
call it, although I’m sure he had. Anyway, we hit the first big rut far too hard, and the car cut out 
immediately, and wouldn’t restart. Suspecting a coil or king lead problem, I got out to fix it. 
Everything seemed OK under the bonnet, so checked the battery in the boot. Again, all OK there. 
Back inside the car I checked the fuses and found the Ignition supply fuse blown. I replaced it with 
the spare and the engine fired up. We’d lost about 6 minutes, but were still in the rally.

There was an auxiliary service between the stages, so Steve and Jon had a look around to see it the 
fuse blowing was anything obvious, but found nothing. 

We started the second run of Longmoor, much more wary of the potholes, and soon got past the two 
monster ruts. We’d got round the old railway track to the West of the A3 and then over the bridge and 
onto the last few miles of the stage, round an open hairpin right and into a 4 left, a slight hole in the 
track made the car bottom out and the car died again. Same symptoms as last time. The fuse was 
changed, but when the ignition was turned on, it blew again. Next fuse, same again. It looked like our 
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intermittent problem of SS27 had now gone solid.  We tried locating the problem wire, but were 
running out of fuses. Various Anglo-Saxon phrases were issued at this point. The Tempest had beaten 
us again.  

We were towed to the end of the stage where Steve & Jon were waiting with the Aux service car. They 
immediately started trying to locate the problem. It was by now raining quite hard and getting darker 
by the minute. The marshals and radio crews had all left the stage and it was properly dark by the time 
the problem was found. All day, the rear axle and propshaft had been hitting their bump stops. I have 
the master cut-out switch and ignition feed mounted just above the prop tunnel. What we hadn’t 
realised was that each time the prop hit the bump stop, the tunnel was deforming upwards slightly, 
and it got to the point where the metal was just touching the contacts at the back of the master 
switch, and blowing the fuse. The fix was easy enough, chop the pop rivets off the cut-out mounting 
bracket with a hammer and screwdriver, allowing space between the contacts and the prop tunnel.

At least we could drive it back to the main service area to pick up the service barge and go home. 
Rising damp was a bit of an uncomfortable issue for all of us. The TR doesn’t have much of a heater 
and fan, so we kept misting up, Jon in the Focus was better off in that he has air-con. Although he did 
get a bit of an ear bashing the next day, following a shopping trip with Kim when the wet seat caused a 
bit of posterior unpleasantness.   

Looking back at the event, there are a number of reasons why we again failed to finish the Tempest, 
absolutely none of which were anything to do with me. 

Firstly, and the most likely, is ‘Team Full’. Now, in the rush to get into the Longmoor stage first time 
round, I hadn’t noticed the radio crew on the start line. Regular readers of my disconnected jottings 
will remember that whenever I get to the point on a stage where the Ed, Tony & Paul Full are running 
the radio, something bad happens. Fan belt in Longcross, spinning at Abingdon, oil leak at 
Goodwood. I’m sure there are more. Yes, the most likely reason has to be the ‘Full Effect’. 

That said, it could well have been Jon’s fault. At the end of the previous stage when we stopped at Aux 
service, Jon commented that there was never anything to do to the car – almost guaranteed to put a 
curse on proceedings.

 Over the next few weeks, I’ll take measurements of all the rear suspension fittings to try and come up 
with a combination of springs and damper settings that should stop, or at least reduce the number of 
times the car bottoms out.

Then I’ll knock the dented wing out – or put a new one on, followed by a higher prop tunnel, allowing 
considerably more travel. All that will be in addition to any new rules that the MSA decide to impose 
upon us in next year’s blue book.

Special thanks go to Steve & Jon, who got absolutely soaked in fixing the car, Paul for not getting too 
lost in the pace notes, and of course Lorraine, Steph, May & Kim for letting us out to play.

Mark
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Mark and Paul’s exploits can be viewed on youtube

Pavilion 1 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7r6Fy2uXXs&feature=em-upload_owner 

Warren - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OqVF2bXu0nU&feature=em-upload_owner  

Pavilion 2 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UHiJzUvt8aQ&feature=youtu.be 

FDMC Sprint Royale 

5 years ago I competed at Farnborough District Motor Club’s Sprint Royale near Aldershot in my 
Mini Marcos. I had a straight 
cut gearbox and second gear 
Syncro was worn and it was 
always crunching into 2nd gear, I 
decided it was time to change to 
a dog box. However the cost 
was putting me off, I competed 
a bit in my Seat Arosa and then 
started co-driving for Jim Boxall 
in his Peugeot 205 and the Mini 
Marcos ended up hidden away 
in the corner of the garage.

Last year we decided to move 
house, I decided that if I didn’t 
get the gearbox sorted before we 
moved it would be a while before I would be able to justify the cost again. I bought a MED Dog box 
and spent a couple of weekends swapping the components and putting it back together before we 
moved.

After watching Martin Loram Sprinting his Mini Marcos at Goodwood earlier this year I decided it 
was time I actually got my Mini Marcos running again (despite changing the gear box I hadn’t actually 
got it running). I decided to enter The Sprint Royale as it is a good, local and cheap event. I am 
normally the entries secretary for the sprint but I can’t official and compete, so Carinna took on the 
entries secretary roll so I could compete.

The plan was for us to get there early so I could get the car scrutineered and then help Carinna get 
everyone signed on for the event. We got there early but the car wouldn’t start. My Marcos has always 
been hard to start when cold. I changed the spark plugs but it still wouldn’t start so I warmed up the 
spark plugs on the heater air vents of my van. It then started but stalled, when I tried to restart it the 
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starter solenoid died. I thought about shorting out the solenoid but it would mean I couldn’t start it 
from inside the car. I gave up and went to tell Carinna why I was taking so long. Someone else 
suggested shorting it out so I gave it a try with a spanner. I managed to get it started and warmed it 
up, once warm my car starts easily. I queued up and got the car scrutineered but it meant turning it 
off, so a quick stab with the spanner and it started. I shut the bonnet and returned the car to the 
paddock. I then went and signed on myself and helped Carinna with the last few people. After drivers 
briefing it was time for the 
first practice runs. I started 
the car with the spanner, 
shut the bonnet and got 
strapped in. I joined the 
queue but the temperature 
gauge was going up and up. 
There is no fan on my car 
and I couldn’t turn it off 
without having to get out 
the car to restart it. Luckily 
I started my run before it 
boiled over but it didn’t run 
very well due to the heat. 
The new gearbox was 
working well and I was 
starting to build confidence 
in the car, it had been a 
long time but it felt good to be driving it again.

Also there was an old friend of mine that I have raced with since I started hillclimbing at Gurston 
Down in 1999, Stephen Alecock in his Davrian. This was his first time at Eelmoor and he was learning 
every part of the course including the grass and hay bails. The rest of the day Carinna was able to start 
the car for me and shut the bonnet so I could be strapped in the car ready to go. After our second 
practice run Stephen was beating me by 1.02 seconds. Our first timed run and I was beating Stephen 
by 7 hundredths of a second and was 2nd in class. Unfortunately there was then a large amount of oil 
spilt on nearly half the course. So after a long break to clear it up, Well done Marshalls, most people 
took it easy on the next run. As always with Farnborough’s slick operation there was time for a 3rd run 
which saw me knock another 1.6 seconds off my time, which I was sure was enough to take the class 
lead but it wasn’t the case. 2 others were even faster and dropped me to 3rd with Stephen in 4th.

It had been a great day after 3 years of Co-driving in a 205 Gti rally car it was great to get back behind 
the wheel of my Mini Marcos. I need to replace the starter solenoid and a bottom balljoint and the car 
will be ready for doing a few more sprints again next year.    

Allan Brown

In Tune �7


