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Welsh Wales, Severn Valley Stages 2014 

or Seven do the Severn in a 7. 

After our run out on the very damp and slippery South Downs 
stages at Goodwood, team discussions took place as to which 
event to do next.  We decided on a forest event. Somerset is 
always good, but we were booked to go to the Farnham Beerex 
on the Friday evening, so that was out. The next forest event in 
the South would be the Sunseeker – now known as Rallye 
Dorset following the loss of the title sponsor. But that wasn’t 
until October, far too far off. Wales was now looking favourite. 
I’d never driven in the Welsh forests, just spectated or 
marshalled many years ago.#

There were a couple of events coming up, the Plains Rally in 
mid-May, or the Severn Valley at the end of the month. We 
decided on the Severn Valley as it was using Crychan and 
Halfway forests. Not only did I know where these were, but I 
could pronounce them both quite easily. The event is based at 
the Royal Showground in Builth Wells, again easily pronounced.#

A couple of issues needed sorting out following the Goodwood 
event. The fuel lines were made of rubber and stainless steel 
braided. Apparently, the high ethanol content of modern fuel 
makes them very slightly fume porous. That, and the high 
pressure they were containing, made it sensible to change them. 
There was no risk of fire, but the fumes are quite noticeable and 
really not very nice. They were swapped out for conductive 
Teflon hose and Aeroquip fittings. The other job was to lower 
both seats. The new seats, fitted at the start of the year, are 
slightly higher than the old Sabelt ones; consequently every time 
we hit a little bump, our heads would make contact with the 
roof. I swapped my, already lowered, seat mount to Pauls’ side 
and then set about cutting the floor out of the off side, to get it 
as low as I could. It’s still not perfect, but it’s much better than 
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Editorial 

Well what a difference one article makes! 
Thank you Mark Feeney for regaling us 
with the tale of the Severn Valley Stages. I 
can just picture Mark first thing in the 
morning frowning and tutting at a Ford 
Escort because of its owner’s lark-like 
rather than owl-like qualities. (I am doing 
the same as a neighbour who has a very 
smelly bonfire as I write this in my posh 
shed and am adding in a few apocalyptic 
coughs. To no effect I must say.) Back to 
Mark and Paul and their adventures…. Oil 
fumes, attempted roll (incomplete) badly 
bashed elbow and head, hot 
temperatures and triumphant completion 
of what sounds a challenging event. I am a 
little concerned to hear that Mark has 
since taken his head off – I do think that 
sounds a little extreme. The next event 
write-up is eagerly awaited. 

Good too, to hear of Allan and Jim’s 54th 
position out of 80 cars on the Harry 
Flatters. Any photographic evidence of 
the contretemps with the straw bales? 
Where they on the pace notes? We need 
to know. 

News of the week has been driverless cars 
– I shall certainly be the first in the queue. 
What is your view? Howsabout letting me 
have a list of advantages and 
disadvantages?  

Enjoy this fabulous weather. 

Annette and Robert 
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it was. To get any lower in the car I think I’ll have to be almost 
lying down. I wonder if I can get an FIA approved hammock?#

With the trailer and service barge loaded, we set off at about 
11:30 for Builth Wells. An uneventful trip, until I was pulling 
into the Showground. For some unfathomable reason, I 
suddenly realised the tax disc for the TR was sitting in the 
cupboard at home. This would be a scrutineering fail on a multi 
venue event, so a contingency plan was quickly organised. Steve 
was coming down on the Saturday morning, so Lorraine 
dropped said disc off with him and he could bring it down. That 
should satisfy the scrutineer.  #

As it turned out, he didn’t even check the tax disc and all was 
deemed fit and well.#

Having signed on, Paul and I returned to the campsite to watch 
the comedy show that was taking place. Pash, Sean, Aaron & Jon 
were trying to put up our accommodation for the night. A tent 
so huge, it could have been used by Billy Smart.#

After what could best be described as a disturbed nights sleep, 
we were woken by an Escort being warmed up across the field. 
It was 06:30. I left the tent and frowned in his direction. I may 
even have tutted a few times. Leaving him in no doubt as to my 
displeasure at being woken so early.  #

I drove into town to fill up the car and the jerry cans. 
Unfortunately, I forgot to put the filler cap back on and drove 
back to the showground. Subsequent visits by the crew to try to 
find the missing cap were fruitless, so a bodge was affected to 
try and seal the filler neck – it didn’t work. For the rest of the 
day the car stunk of fuel. #

At least the tax disc had arrived.#

The event was made up of two loops of four stages, in the 
Crychan, Halfway and Cefn forests. After a steady (slow) start 
on SS1, we were nearing the end of the stage when a downhill 
‘K’ right seemed to be coming up a bit quicker that I was 
expecting. A bit of panic braking followed, with the car slewing 
left and right, before climbing the bank on the offside, and 
pitching us up onto two wheels. Paul, looking out of the side 
window, would have seen the ground flash past very close as I 
struggled to get it back down. The landing was very abrupt, but 
at least we were back on all four wheels. Our momentum took 
us up a small fire break. No damage to the car, but I had really 
whacked my right elbow on the door bar and smacked my head 
against the roll cage. I drove out of the stage a bit gingerly. 
Clear of the stop line I found I’d also pulled a muscle in my left 
shoulder, but was more worried about my elbow. Image hitting 
your funny bone with a club hammer and you’ll be close. I was 
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Calendar 

Club Events  

Clubnight - 12th August 

Committee - 19th August 

Pubnight - 26th August 

Rapscallion 12 Car - 10th April 
2015 - Using 186/187 

!
Other noteworthy events 

Goodwood Events  

2nd August B&HMC Sprint 

14th Revival Testing 

16th GRRC Track Day 

23rd Orgine Renault Sport 

!
Brooklands Events 

4th - 29th (weekdays) Summer 
Holiday Activities 

17th American Day 

23rd - 24th Wings and Wheels at 
Dunsfold. 

12th October Motorsport Day 

In Tune 

InTune is produced on the third 
Wednesday of each month preceding 
the cover date. Please could we have 
any news, views, articles, results, 
adverts etc. for the magazine by the 
third Tuesday of the month (Committee 
Meeting) Thank you. 

Magazine Editors 

Annette and Robert Clayson 
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pretty sure nothing was broken, so we drove down to Dixie’s 
corner on Eppynt and onto Halfway for stage 2.#

No such dramas here, but we still weren’t very quick. Big, fresh 
air corners, quite a rough surface, my inexperience and a very 
sore arm are all probably to blame. The car was beginning to 
get a bit warm as well. We had an emergency service before SS3 
but Steve and Pash were unable to do much. A delay at SS3 
meant the car cooled down a bit, but was almost cooked by the 
time we finished the first loop and headed back to Builth 
Wells.   #

Back in service, the thermostat was removed, just in case it 
wasn’t opening fully. Even if it was, the increased flow capacity 
would help. The long run out to Crychan saw the temp gauge 
only just over ¼ of the way up, but it soon began climbing as 
we started stage 5. #

Paul had made a note on the pace notes about our earlier 
indiscretion on SS1 and made sure I treated the downhill into 
‘K’ right corner with the respect it now deserved.#

There was no queue at the start of stage 6, Halfway, so the 
engine didn’t get a chance to cool down, and by the time we 
got to the end, the needle was bending the stop pin on the 
gauge.#

At least it was still going and didn’t sound as bad as it did in 
the morning. And, as we were heading back towards Builth 
anyway, we thought we may as well just press on and hope for 
the best.#

Well, it didn’t get any better, but it did keep going to the end 
of stage 8. We picked up our minders in Llanwrtyd Wells, in 
the form of Steve and Pash in the service wagon and they 
followed us back. #

We got back to the showground just as the winners were 
receiving their awards – we were that far behind them. Out of 
42 starters in the ‘modern’ event, we were seeded 32nd and 
finished 22nd, and last.#

Still, as Henry Richardson once told me, it’s better to be last 
finisher than first retiree.  #

Since getting back, I’ve taken the heads off and found that the 
left hand head gasket had failed between the water jacket and 
number 1 cylinder. I’ve replaced the tin gaskets with composite 
ones to see if that fixes the problem. If it does, I’ll get the 
heads off and have them skimmed flat in readiness for the 
Tempest in November. If not, the problem is most likely a 
cracked block, behind the steel liner, which is a totally 
different ball game and either means a new block or ‘top-hat’ 
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Contact Information 

Chairman:  
Mark Feeney.  
71 Carfax Avenue, Tongham 
Farnham Surrey.  
GU10 1BD  
Email: mark.feeney@live.co.uk (H)  
Phone: 01252 319672 (H)  
07747 445680 (M)  !
Secretary:  
As Chairman.  !
Competition Secretary:  
Richard Pashley.  
The Old Baliffs House  
152 Brox Road, Ottershaw Chertsey 
Surrey. KT16 0LQ  
Email: 
richardpashley@hotmail.co.uk 
Phone: 01932 875253 !
Social Secretary:  
As Competiton Secretary  !
Treasurer:  
Graham Skingle.  
Phone: 01252 702510  !
Editors:  
Annette and Robert Clayson.  
39 Longhope Drive, Wrecclesham 
Farnham, Surrey. GU10 4SN  
Email: 
annette.clayson@twopenny.com  
Phone: 01252 726618.  !
Other Committee members:  
Robert Clayson.  
Phone: 01252 726618  
Jon Marlow. Phone: 07918 705922 !
Website and Facebook 
Website www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk 

facebook  

www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub

http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub
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liners and new pistons need to be fitted.#

We’re taking part in a charity day at Bruntingthorpe in August organised by ASDA. So I’ll use that as a test 
session to see how it goes. We’ll be amongst 30 or so other cars selling rides on a mile long tarmac stage for 
leukaemia research, among other notable causes. If you fancy a day out there’s loads going on, just check out 
the on your marks website - www.on-your-marks.info/ . #

If you’re not a member of ASDA staff, you’ll need a pass and a tenner to get in. Let me know if you would 
like the former.#

Many thanks to Paul, Jon, Pash, Steve, Sean and Aaron for their assistance and support.#

Mark.#

Also a bit of News 

Allan Brown & Jim Boxall finished 54th on the Harry Flatters at the weekend from 80 starters.#
Despite Jim taking a dislike to a couple of straw bales – which had the last laugh, as he’ll need to do a 
bit of panel beating before the next outing.#!
It was Allan’s first time using pace notes, and his first time on the scary Epynt range.#!
Membership Fees 

!
GMC Goodies 
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The following GMC Goodies are available from Mark Feeney, 
just phone him or speak to him at Clubnights

Windscreen Sticker £1.50

Club Badge (Self Adhesive) £1.00

GMC Leather Key Ring £1.50

GMC Mugs £2.00

GMC Polo Shirts (White) £15.00

GMC Sweat Shirts (Green) £20.00

Romers, Clear or White plastic £6.00

Full Membership £15.00

Family Membership £20.00

Associate Membership £2.50

Pro-rata Membership for new members joining after 1st July

Full Membership £7.50

Family Membership £10.00

Don’t forget our fleeces as well!

http://www.on-your-marks.info/

