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Editorial  

In Tune 

In Tune is produced on the third Wednesday of each 
month preceding the cover date.  Please could we have 

any news, views articles, results, adverts etc. for the 
magazine by the third Tuesday of the month  

(Committee meeting). 
Thank you. 

Magazine Editors 
Annette & Robert Clayson. 

 

January  2014 

A reminder that the subscriptions and 

now due. 

These need to be forwarded to Mark as 

soon as possible and he will issue you 

with a new membership card! 

Full Membership is £15 and  

£20 for Family Membership. 

Why not renew at the AGM! 

Subscriptions  

Annual General Meeting  

Guildford Motor Club 

Annual General Meeting  

14th January 2014 

 The Cricketers, Pirbright 

8pm. 

Antony Cobbett 

It is with regret we have to announce the passing of Antony 

Cobbett  early in December. Antony was one of the last 

remaining original members of the club. 

In a message from his daughter in law she hopes her husband 

and his brother will take up driving Antony’s beloved MG.   

And they will be out on a rally, at the Brooklands New Years 

Day meeting or at a Goodwood event. 

Welcome to 2014 one and all. I am writing this from my shed 

in the garden looking out on a very damp and blustery day. My 

weather station (yes a Christmas present) tells me that after 

this rain is going to be more rain and that we have had 8.7mm 

in the past 24 hours and there has just been a gust of wind of 

20.9 miles an hour. Enough talking of the weather – so British. 

The article here within from Jon Marlow was a lovely 

Christmas present. It conjures up a beautiful picture of 

brotherly love in being able to sleep in a car overnight. What a 

role model Jon presents to us all by sending these poor, 

impoverished editors some copy. I know many of you have 

made sending ‘stuff’ for publication to ‘In Tune’ one of your 

New Year’s Resolutions so please make sure you follow it up. 

You could even do it now before you have finished reading this 

editorial. 

Michael Schumacher’s skiing accident was a sad note to end 

2013 on, the irony of such an injury happening in the pursuit 

of a pastime that many follow after his high risk racing career 

cannot be missed. 

Finally please make sure you put the AGM on the 14th January 

at 8pm in Pirbright in your diary. It is your opportunity to 

share ideas about the club – so why not make that another of 

your NYRs? 

Happy New Year 

Annette & Robert 
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It is not only the number of Roger Albert Clark 

Rally’s I have followed but also the quality of cars 

and drivers/navigators on these events that is 

remarkable. This year has been no exception. 

Now when you ask two chaps in rally suits walking 

down a stage “Who is the navigator?” and then say “ 

I was drinking whisky with your wife in Dalby 

Forest late on Friday night” you don’t know quite 

what the reply is going to be. But despite what had 

recently happened to them he was remarkably 

polite and replied that his wife had told him she was 

sharing her whisky with two ‘Southeners’ and 

chuckled. 

So to start of the Roger Albert Clark Rally 20013  

Happy days, Paul came down on Thursday night 

which meant we could leave early Friday to get to 

Pickering around 3ish and see the cars through 

scrutineering.  Paul declared he would drive. 

Excellent I could put my feet up and relax, or so I 

thought.  It’s not just the journey there but it’s the 

drive back from Carlisle which is quite tiring after 3 

nights ‘sleeping’ in the car. 

Friday morning pack car, pick up bacon/sausages 

etc. and head to Pickering. Quite an easy route we 

must have been there 4 times on this rally over the 

years and Paul usually navigates. A3→ M25→ M1→ 

A64→ A169 ‘easy’ so why just past Leeds are we on 

the M62 heading west? It is not only that we cannot 

find our way back to the M1 (has Leeds become the 

new DUNSFOLD?) Oh it took some time but we got 

there, in plenty of time to see the cars in the 

daylight. 

Pickering Showground is quite a large area of grass 

with a purpose built indoor area where the cars 

drive through for scrutineering and then they go 

outside to their service barge for final preparation 

for the night rally which starts at 18.01 pm at 

Pickering. About 90 cars tackle six stages through 

forest stages at night. You can’t see a lot but the 

sound is great. 

Paul and I were going to Dalby Forest which they go 

through twice. Steve Perez was out in his Lancia 

Stratos which is always great to see and listen to, a 

vast array of Escorts Mk 1 and 2, Russell Brooks’ 

old ‘Andrews Heat for Hire’ Talbot Sunbeam and a 

couple of Datsun 240 Z’s of which 1 is to be driven 

by Jeremy Easson who has a style of driving well 

worth watching .  

The stage started off cold but while we were sitting 

in the Forest waiting for the first car all wrapped up 

a lady started talking, she had two male friends 

with her (I’m getting worried. Ed.) but they 

disappeared and she just kept on talking. It was 

quite interesting her husband was navigating in a 

Mk 1 escort called ‘Old Snowy’ originally built for DJ 

Noel Edmonds when he rallied. It started life as a 

Mk 1 escort but was re-shelled in to a Mk 2 escort 

but had now just been put back to a Mk 1 

registration number SNO 700M and it did look 

good. The lady was into motorsport along with her 

friends, one of which had a head torch with a beam 

on like a Super Trooper. (Abba lyrics ref.!) Anyway 

as it was cold she had bought whisky with her 

which she kindly shared. Spot on 

The stage started and stopped, a bit hit and miss 

with cars the 240 Z of Easson went past sounding 

and, what we could see, looking good the Sunbeam 

good as well but then there was a long gap….. ‘Wot 

no Stratos?’ Apparently Mr Perez had gone off 

pretty quickly and ripped the passenger door off 

which had caused a few other delays. This was 

going to be a long night they still had the whole 

stage to do again. But sure enough the stage started 

its second run an hour late and well worth it. Steve 

Bannister was leading in a Mk 2 Escort pretty much 

as expected but no more Stratos or 240 Z of Easson. 

The Z was out with a broken prop shaft and the 

Stratos needing a door. The remaining cars all 

drove quickly despite it being dark and a long way 

to go. We left the Forest about 11.30 still having to 

find somewhere to park the car and get some sleep. 

The first stage tomorrow would be Duncombe Park, 

a nice, wet concrete road through the Forest of an 

Stately Home. 

Anyone who has slept in a car knows it is not 

pleasant waking up, it is cold; it is damp, 

condensation everywhere - not nice. We wrap up 

the bedding start the car to demist and then get 

Roger Albert Clark Rally 2013   
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going to Duncombe Park about 10-15 miles not far 

but enough time to warm up. When we get there the 

car park is open - now to find the ticket from the 

pack we bought which gave us access all areas. The 

people at the gate were polite - they obviously had a 

nice bed to sleep in last night. We park the car and 

cook up breakfast all around people smelling the air 

“ Wish we had bought a cooker… “ [tuff] . 

We have been to this stage before usually in the 

dark and usually slippy . Today it was still slippy 

with lots of leaves on the ground and cold so 

possibly icey . Steve Perez started the day off in the 

Stratos - he must have found his door! He drove the 

stage quickly as did most of the cars the Sunbeam 

looking and sounding great. They do this stage twice 

in my opinion Steve Bannister, three times Open 

Rally winner and one time Historic winner looked 

the fastest and cleanest through these stages, 

obviously a man who knows what he is doing. 

From here we head to Pundershaw a fair old poke 

up past Scotch Corner and some. In fact just past 

Newcastle up-on Tyne to the left a bit. Usually traffic 

can be annoying going past Newcastle but not to-

day. 

We make it to the stage in plenty of time again they 

run this stage twice , the first time just light but the 

weather is getting worse. As we start to watch the 

cars rain and then hale – very chilly. We stand at the 

side of a long straight that just starts to bend to the 

left for the cars. Perez is first car through setting the 

pace which, despite the weather, is quick, very 

quick. Then Bob Bean in his trusty Lotus Cortina and 

the 2-stroke Saab’s which are also quick. On to the 

Escort of Bannister and really that bend just does 

not seem to matter to him or others. The second 

time round they all have their spots on and it is time 

to start listening to the cars again. The rain/hale is 

still falling it is dark and cold but the cars are still 

quick. The distinctive noise of Webbers - a delight 

for anyone as you can hear them for miles around 

the Forest. 

From here we go to Carlisle night service, an 

opportunity to look around the cars and sometimes 

talk to the drivers/navigators. There is always an 

atmosphere in service the lights the spanners 

clinking, people walking about poking your nose 

under bonnets. It is always good  

Next we park the car up and head for the curry 

house we have been visiting for a good few years. 

You cannot beat a nice hot Vindaloo to keep you 

warm in the car that night. A refreshing pint, good 

food happy days, then it’s off towards Hawick to 

find a layby to park in and get some shut eye. 

 

Jon and Paul Marlow 
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The following GMC Goodies are available from Mark 

Feeney, just phone him or speak  to him at clubnights. 

Windscreen sticker    £1.50 

Club Badge (Self adhesive)   £1.00 

GMC Leather key ring     £1.50 

GMC Mugs      £2.00 

GMC Polo Shirts (white)    £15.00 

GMC Sweat Shirts (Green)   £20.00 

Romers, Clear or White plastic.   £6.00 

GMC Goodies 

Membership Fees 

Calendar   

Clubnight: 
14 January   AGM Cricketers Pirbright 
 
Committee: 
21 January  Carfax Avenue  
 
Pubnight: 

28 January  Cricketers Pirbright 

Contact Information  

Chairman: 
Mark Feeney. 
71 Carfax Avenue 
Tongham 
Farnham 
Surrey.  GU10 1BD  
Email: mark.feeney@live.co.uk (H) 
Phone: 01252 319672 (H) 07747 445680 (M) 

 
Secretary: As Chairman. 
 
Competition Secretary: 

Richard Pashley. 
The Old Baliffs House 
152 Brox Road 
Ottershaw 
Chertsey 
Surrey. KT16 0LQ 
Email: richardpashley@hotmail.co.uk 
Phone: 01932 875253    

 
Social Secretary: As Competiton Secretary 
 
Treasurer: 

Graham Skingle. 
Phone: 01252 702510 
 

Editors: 
Annette and Robert Clayson. 
39 Longhope Drive 
Wrecclesham 
Farnham, 
Surrey.  GU10 4SN 
Email: annette.clayson@twopenny.com  
Phone: 01252 726618. 

 
Other Committee members: 

Robert Clayson. 
Phone: 01252 726618 
 
Jon Marlow. 
Phone: 07918 705922 

Club Events   

Other noteworthy events   

Upcoming GMC Events   

Interesting Brooklands Events 
 
1 January New Years Day Gathering 

2 February VSCC Driving Tests 

 
Website: www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk  
 
facebook: www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub 

www and facebook 

 Full membership    £15.00 

 Family membership   £20.00 

 Associate membership  £2.50 

Pro-rata Membership for new members joining after 1st July 

 Full Membership   £7.50 

 Family Membership  £10.00 

The London Rally for Heroes is not going ahead in 2014. 

 

January 

 

12  Brands Hatch Stages http://brandshatchstages.co.uk 

 

February 

 

2  VSCC Driving Tests Brooklands 

8  South Downs Stages http://southdownsstages.co.uk 

15  Wyedean Forest Rally http://www.wyedeanrally.com 

22/23 Bath MC Festival Rally  

 http://www.bathmotorclub.co.uk 

Interesting Goodwood Events (free!) 
 
8th February South Downs Stages  

A tour of the Hogs Back Brewery is being planned for late Jan-

uary early February . Date to be confirmed. 

mailto:mark.feeney@live.co.uk
mailto:richardpashley@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub
http://brandshatchstages.co.uk/
http://southdownsstages.co.uk/
http://www.wyedeanrally.com/
http://www.bathmotorclub.co.uk/
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