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Editorial  

In Tune 

In Tune is produced on the third Wednesday of each 
month preceding the cover date.  Please could we have 

any news, views articles, results, adverts etc. for the 
magazine by the third Tuesday of the month  

(Committee meeting). 
Thank you. 

Magazine Editors 
Annette & Robert Clayson. 

 

September 2013 

Alpine Rebuild Update 

It’s been a bit of a slack year for motoring related activities in 

the Feeney household. So to stop me going completely barking 

mad, I decided that the Sunbeam engine needed a bit of a 

rebuild. There is an ulterior motive to this, in that I could use it 

on 12 cars now that Lorraine has hung up her competitive 

driving gloves. 

Said Sunbeam is a 1725cc, 1967 series V Alpine GT. That’s the 

cheap version with no roof, just a bit of canvas and some 

mechano struts for ‘rigidity’.  We’ve had it for about 12 years 

and we even did the Topographia rally in it some years ago. 

Since then, it’s been sitting forlornly in the lockup, not getting 

used, whilst the TR7V8 was fettled and cosseted and 

pampered – and then thrashed. 

It hadn’t been MOT’d for four years, and last year, when I did 

fire it up, great plumes of smoke billowed from the exhaust. To 

the extent where a motor-sporting and semi-professional 

urine extracting neighbour commented that ‘he didn’t realise 

they made them with 2-stroke engines’!  

Something needed to be done, so I turned it off and put it back 

in the lockup. 

Spring had sprung and summer was starting to appear over the 

horizon when I put the TR into the lockup and rolled the Alpine 

into the garage. Engine out and stripped, the source of the 

smoke was apparent. Number three cylinder has a corrosion 

line down it. The head gasket had blown and water had seeped 

down, rusting the bore and then dripping into the sump. 

The good news was that the bores, crank, pistons and bearings 

were all in really good nick and all std sizes. New bearings, 

rings, timing chain and gaskets were in stock and ordered from 

Speedy Spares in Shoreham, and I cleaned everything in 

readiness for reassembly. A strange feature of these engines 

seems to be the amount of casting sand which gets left in 

them, which over time and combined with rust and 

Welcome to the last In Tune of this fabulous summer. Those 

classic cars and rag tops will soon need to be put away and the 

4x4’s brought out. What’s that? You don’t change your car 

according to the season? Oh well you’ll be turning the aircon 

off and winding up the windows and closing the sun roof.  

Again this month’s edition has attracted high quality 

in the form of an account from Mark about how he is boring 

and cranking his pistons up an Alpine mountain – did I get that 

right? Another instalment from Ralph on his son James’ F3 cup 

exploits – out fumbling – an interesting term! If you are very 

lucky Annette might share a few words on my own coming 

together with a Ford Focus in Haslemere at 7 o’clock one 

morning but she is waiting to see what the ending is! If you are 

worried no damage was incurred (except to her cool) 

So the next edition is in the Autumn when the F1 season is 

nearing it’s end. Talking of F1 – do find the time to go to see 

the film about Hunt and Lauda called Rush. We went to a very 

early preview, plied with champagne and canapés and 

thoroughly enjoyed it – the film and the extras. Interestingly 

Hunt’s son was also there and the likeness was uncanny. To 

those of you who went to F1 races at that time it most 

certainly brings back memories. 

Let us know what you think of it. 

Happy motoring 

Annette & Robert 
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F3 Cup Update 

decomposed antifreeze had metamorphosed into something 

quite disgusting. It had the consistency of something you’d 

scrape from your shoe, and I’m not talking chewing gum! 

20 minutes with the jet washer soon had it nice again and new 

core plugs were inserted. I had new valve guides put into the 

head and a 15 thou skim to get it all level again.  

With it all back together, and everything connected, I cranked 

it over to get some oil pressure, before connecting the HT lead 

and firing it up.  It started, but ran like a three legged dog in 

clogs. I turned it off and took the plugs out to check 

compression. Another neighbour had come over to witness 

the starting and was standing on the plug side of the engine as 

I pressed the starter. A large amount of liquid squirted out of 

number 3 and got him square in the chops. When I eventually 

gathered my composure, he stood to one side and I did it 

again – more water gushed forth. 

When I took the head off again, and matched it up to the 

gasket, the original problem was obvious. The water jacket in 

the alloy head had corroded to the point where there was not 

quite enough metal to keep the water in.  

Unfortunately, Holbay heads are pretty scarce these days, and 

there’s no guarantee that a replacement would be any better 

than the one I had. So a quick search on the net found Roberts 

Fabrications in South Godstone. One of the things they 

specialise in is alloy welding and did the job in a couple of 

days. Dan did a brilliant job of cleaning and welding all four 

water ways and reskimmed the head.

Number 3 waterway welded, skimmed and good as new. 

The head is now back on and the motor is running smoothly. 

All I’ve got to do now is to sort out the sticking brakes – either 

the master cylinder or the remote servo is probably the cause 

here. I’ve got a new master cylinder, so I’ll try that first. The 

MOT will follow shortly after and I might even think about a re

-spray as the paints starting to go a bit bobbly. I don’t think it’s 

rust, just a bit of water in the paint that has frozen and 

blistered the top coat. But knowing my luck…..    

Thanks to Speedy Spares 01273 417889 and Dan at Roberts 

Fabrications 01342 844218. 

Mark Feeney 

Mark and Jon deep in thought about the Alpine, at the July 

Committee Meeting. 

Latest update from Ralph about James exploits. 

Brands week end was not a wonderful time for us but could 

have been so much worse! 

At noise testing we were 103db; limit was 108db, a good start. 

Qualifying started well but towards the end as our times were 

coming down James entered the pit lane with the low fuel 

pressure light on and smelling fuel; the Dallara had changed in 

colour from black and white to black and yellow; awash with 

petrol. The Cam covers were full with fuel as was the under 

tray all being supplied at 50 psi due to a leaking O ring. 16th of 

17 cars. 

That took about 4 hours to fix. 

Race 1. The start was dry but instantly there was heavy rain 

and every one came in for wets. There was very little space for 

all the cars and my being the tyre change team did not help, 

with help from others James got out but was amongst the last. 

On lap 8 he spun off at Surtees and was beached. Red Flag! 

The race was time expired by this time. The car was delivered 

back by truck, no damage just lots of cleaning required. 

Race 2. James made a good start and by the time he arrived at 

Surtees had made up 3/4 places but did not come round for 

lap 2. It seems he out fumbled himself at Westfield missing 

Armco just; then fell off. Again no damage (other than pride) 

just a lot more cleaning. 

Next Race Donington Park. 

 

Ralph Ledamun 
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The following GMC Goodies are available from Mark 

Feeney, just phone him or speak  to him at clubnights. 

Windscreen sticker    £1.50 

Club Badge (Self adhesive)   £1.00 

GMC Leather key ring     £1.50 

GMC Mugs      £2.00 

GMC Polo Shirts (white)    £15.00 

GMC Sweat Shirts (Green)   £20.00 

Romers, Clear or White plastic.   £6.00 

GMC Goodies 

Membership Fees 

Calendar   

Clubnight: 
10 September Cricketers Pirbright 
 
Committee: 
17 September Carfax Avenue  
 
Pubnight: 

24 September Cricketers Pirbright 

7 Sept   VSCC Marshals req’d, Basingstoke / Newbury  

22 Sept Chelmsford MX Woodbridge Stages Nr Ipswich 

26 Sept H&B Skittles Evening—Golden Pot 

13 October  CSMA Topographia Rally 

13 October Autumn Motorsport Day - Brooklands 
19 October SCC  Sunseeker Rally 
20 October Londinium Pedo (organised by the Miglia Quadrato 

group) 

Contact Information  

Chairman: 
Mark Feeney. 
71 Carfax Avenue 
Tongham 
Farnham 
Surrey.  GU10 1BD  
Email: mark.feeney@live.co.uk (H) 
Phone: 01252 319672 (H) 07747 445680 (M) 

 
Secretary: As Chairman. 
 
Competition Secretary: 

Richard Pashley. 
The Old Baliffs House 
152 Brox Road 
Ottershaw 
Chertsey 
Surrey. KT16 0LQ 
Email: richardpashley@hotmail.co.uk 
Phone: 01932 875253    

 
Social Secretary: As Competiton Secretary 
 
Treasurer: 

Graham Skingle. 
Phone: 01252 702510 
 

Editors: 
Annette and Robert Clayson. 
39 Longhope Drive 
Wrecclesham 
Farnham, 
Surrey.  GU10 4SN.  
01252 726618. 
Email: annette.clayson@twopenny.com  
Phone: 01252 726618. 

 
Other Committee members: 

Robert Clayson. 
Phone: 01252 726618 
Jon Marlow. 
Phone: 07918 705922 

Club Events   

Other noteworthy events   

Upcoming GMC Events   

September / October (TBC)  Jedi 12 Car  

Interesting Goodwood Events (free!) 

13/15 September  Revival Meeting (Not free but sold out!) 

28 September Saywell Track Day, Supercars galore! 

Interesting Brooklands Events 

8 September  Classic American Car Day 

22 September Rolls Royce Enthusiasts Day 

28 September Brooklands Avation Day 

 
Website: www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk  
 
facebook: www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub 

www and facebook 

 Full membership    £15.00 

 Family membership    £20.00 

 Associate membership  £2.50 

Pro-rata Membership for new members joining after 1st July 

 Full Membership   £7.50 

 Family Membership   £10.00 

mailto:mark.feeney@live.co.uk
mailto:richardpashley@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub

