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Four punctures in one race seems a little excessive to me

but it was interesting to see Pirelli’s response. They
suggested that the drivers hit the curbs and put the
directional tyres on the wrong way round. They sound very
much like the tyre man that replaced my tyre when |
arrived at work in Lewes (don’t ask) the other day and
asked why | had driven so far. (Please note — the tyre went
down before my eyes when | stopped | did not drive the
60+miles on a flat!! ) Maybe he could get a job with Pirelli.

Lovely report from Allan Brown — a family outing — and
they say we do not do things as a family anymore! Read
this. One question though — Allan says he had a good
night’s sleep in a tent. As a responsible editor | need to
state that | have not been able to check the truth of this
statement — sleep and tent are two words that never
feature in my vocabulary in the same sentence. But |
deviate — sounds like a fabulous time was had by all.

Ralph has now earned the title of regular contributor — it
does not have to be an epistle but a bit of regularity goes
down a treat.

So it does look as if the sun may finally have decided to
shine on us —so | hope you are reading this exciting edition
of In Tune in a hammock sipping a glass of Pimms.

Happy motoring

Annette & Robert

In Tune

In Tune is produced on the third Wednesday of each
month preceding the cover date. Please could we have
any news, views articles, results, adverts etc. for the
magazine by the third Tuesday of the month
(Committee meeting).

Thank you.

Magazine Editors
Annette & Robert Clayson.

Abingdon Car-nival

| had decided | wanted to drive in a sprint as | have had a
couple of years off, so | asked Jim if | could use the rally car
for the Sprint at Abingdon on the Saturday. Then we would
do the rally on the Sunday. Jim agreed so long as | didn’t
break it. Abingdon sprint course is very safe in that there
isn’t much to hit other than cones.

Carinna, me and our boys (Paul and Lewis) went to
Abingdon on Friday night, unfortunately we arrived too late
for scrutineering, so that would have to wait until the
morning. We set up the tent and had some dinner. | had a
good night sleep and woke up excited but slightly nervous. |
got the car noise checked and scrutineered then signed on.
We set up in Bentley paddock then went to the drivers
briefing, which is a long walk from the paddock. | did the
convoy run and my first thoughts were, these brakes are
awful. Next was my first practice run, again the brakes were
useless and | could hear a rubbing sound. It is amazing how
many extra noises you can hear when the intercom isn’t on.
When | returned to the paddock | jacked up the car and the
front drivers side wheel was loose, but the wheel nuts were
tight. Jim and | had changed the driveshaft since the last
rally as we had broken it at Down Ampney. So | checked the
hub nut and that was tight. The only thing left was the
wheel bearing, which was all loose.
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After a lot of swearing, under my breath as the kids were
around, | took the car back to the campsite and asked
around the rally crews to see if anyone had a spare wheel
bearing and a press to swap them over, but no one did. The
only thing | could do was take the hub off and drive into
Abingdon and find a motor factors and a garage who could
press the bearing in. The motor factor was found quite
quickly thanks to Google and | bought a bearing, they
suggested a garage that might be able to fit it. We drove
towards the garage but stopped at a Vauxhall garage to see
if they could do it but they wanted me to leave it with
them. | explained | needed it now and we carried on to the
other garage but they couldn’t do it there and then either
so they suggested Hi-Q. We arrived at Hi-Q and the guy in
reception said they can be awkward to change but have a
chat with the mechanic. He was not the brightest mechanic
in the world but he got it changed so we rushed back to the
circuit and refitted the hub ready for the Abingdon course
in the afternoon.

| did the convoy run, and then the first practice run but
again | heard the same rubbing sound. | jacked it up and the
wheel was loose again. The new wheel bearing couldn’t
have broken up again. The only thing was the new drive
shaft so | undid the hub nut and pushed the CV joint back
and noticed it was clamping up on the drive flange not the
bearing, so that was my day ruined.

At Abingdon, scrutineering and signing on for the rally takes
place on the Saturday evening. Jim was coming up for this
so | phoned him and asked him to bring the original drive
shaft so we could fit it before scrutineering closed at 19:00.

| took the car round to the service area and striped the hub
down so we could swap the shafts as soon as Jim got there.

Jim arrived just before 18:00 with a space saver on his new
Subaru; he had a puncture on the way up and had to unload
the car to get to the spare. Jim must be the unluckiest
person for getting punctures; | think that is the 4th this
year. Anyway we got the shafts swapped over and got
scrutineered and signed on. Carinna and | got the kids into

bed then Jim and | went to the bar to discuss plans
for the car and next year.

Sunday dawned; we got the tents down and went
round to the car. Chris and Gary had already arrived
and set up the gazebo (marquee) and warmed up
the car.

Stage 1 went well, Jim had got the brakes nice and
warm and they were working better than | had them
on Saturday but they are still not good enough. The
complex was full of amo boxes and containers
making it quite hard to find the correct route
through. When we returned to service the wheel
bearing was checked and it was all ok with the
original driveshaft.

On stage 2 we had Brett and Paul come out behind
us on the merge. Due to us having hot tyres and
brakes Jim managed to keep them behind us
through the complex, but once we got back out onto the
runway they caught us and went past. Coming out of the
bus stop chicane Brett locked up and slid into the pallets his
reversing lights came on so we had to stop but he couldn’t
reverse so we managed to squeeze past to finish the stage.

Stage 3 used a section of track, which can only be reached
by going across a very bumpy section of grass. Last year we
broke the front subframe brace so Jim took it a bit easier
this time. Also on that section is a speed bump, which is
very hard to avoid.

Stage 4 and Jim was driving really well he was flying
through the tight and twisty sections. On our second run
through the complex we went out the back where there is
a 180° right hander with a nasty pothole part way round.
We hit the pothole then took a cut, there was a loud bang
and we came to a stop. We had no drive and were blocking
the stage on a blind bend. Jim shouted at me to get out and
stop any cars behind, which is rather scary as any
approaching car would have had no where to go. Luckily for
us the marshals had spotted we were blocking the course
and diverted the following cars. Frustration then kicked in
this was our 3" dnf of the year and having such a bad day
on Saturday just topped my weekend off. The bottom ball
joint had snapped and pulled the drive shaft apart. The
complex section of track was not used on the next stage so
we were recovered back to the trailer where Chris and Gary
fitted a new bottom arm so we could load it onto the trailer
but the drive shaft was broken. All in all not a very
successful weekend, at least the boys enjoyed the camping,
watching cars and playing with their friends (Paul Fidler’s
boys Jack and George). Having an early start home wasn’t
all bad we did manage to get home in time to watch the
formula 1. Unfortunately there was not enough time to
sort the car before the Smeatharpe Rally so we had to
withdraw. The car is now under going a major overhaul
during the summer break.

Allan Brown
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F3 Cup

More from the F3 Cup and what James has been upto.
"Work Stops Play"

James did not enter the 3rd round at Brands Hatch on 1st/2nd
June due to work commitments.

His next race will be again at Brands Hatch 27th/28th July on the
Grand Prix circuit as we will miss the Zolder meeting at the end of
June.

Our new exhaust system was fabricated by Edwards Motor Sport
of Uxbridge after our previous arrangements went a miss; it is

— —— =

the round at Silverstone
Spot the GMC badge on the nose cone!

The new silencer

well made, efficient and looks right.

James acquired another F3 over the weekend when we went to
Alencon on Saturday morning returning in the evening with a
1971 Merlyn mk. 21 F3 with Lotus T/c motor. (I raced against this
car in Europe in the 80s/90s) Performance figures were 730
miles.35mpg av.@ 62mph.

James is testing at Brands Hatch on Friday 21st June with the Dal-
lara.

Ralph Ledamun

Picture from www.f3cup.co.uk

e newly acquired 1971 Merlyn mk. 21 F3




Contact Information

Chairman:
Mark Feeney.
71 Carfax Avenue
Tongham
Farnham
Surrey. GU10 1BD
Email: mark.feeney@live.co.uk (H)
Phone: 01252 319672 (H) 07747 445680 (M)

Secretary: As Chairman.

Competition Secretary:
Richard Pashley.
The OId Baliffs House
152 Brox Road
Ottershaw
Chertsey
Surrey. KT16 OLQ
Email: richardpashley@hotmail.co.uk
Phone: 01932 875253

Social Secretary: As Competiton Secretary

Treasurer:
Graham Skingle.
Phone: 01252 702510

Editors:
Annette and Robert Clayson.
39 Longhope Drive
Wrecclesham
Farnham,
Surrey. GU10 4SN.
01252 726618.
Email: annette.clayson@twopenny.com
Phone: 01252 726618.

Other Committee members:
Robert Clayson.
Phone: 01252 726618
Jon Marlow.
Phone: 07918 705922

Membership Fees

Full membership £15.00
Family membership £20.00
Associate membership £2.50

Pro-rata Membership for new members joining after 1st July
Full Membership £7.50

Family Membership £10.00

www and facebook

Website: www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk

facebook: www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub

Calendar

Club Events

Clubnight:

9th July 2013 Cricketers Pirbright
Committee:

16th July 2013 Cricketers Pirbright
Pubnight:

23rd July 2013 Cricketers Pirbright

Bar B Que Sunday 4th August

Upcoming GMC Events

September / October (TBC) Jedi 12 Car

(or another suitable name!)

Other noteworthy events

14 July Basingstoke MC Test Tour 35 mile jaunt, Popham
21 July Grass Autotest Nr. Northchapel CranleighMC

7 Sept VSCC Marshals req’d, Basingstoke / Newbury

22 Sept Chelmsford MX Woodbridge Stages Nr Ipswich
13 October Autumn Motorsport Day - Brooklands

Interesting Goodwood Events (free!)

12-14 July  Festival of Speed (Not Free!)
Tickets in Advance only
21 July Mongol Rally Start

Interesting Brooklands Events
27 July
28 July

Supercar Saturday

Brooklands Retrojumble

GMC Goodies

The following GMC Goodies are available from Mark
Feeney, just phone him or speak to him at clubnights.

Windscreen sticker £1.50
Club Badge (Self adhesive) £1.00
GMC Leather key ring £1.50
GMC Mugs £2.00
GMLC Polo Shirts (white) £15.00
GMC Sweat Shirts (Green) £20.00
Romers, Clear or White plastic. £6.00
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