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At long last we are creeping into nicer weather — that fine sports

car (or Land Rover for some!) that is secreted in your climate
controlled garage can be brought out and you can motor
romantically down the country lanes of Surrey.

| know others of you are doing what many members of local car
clubs do and that is keeping local motorsport alive. | hear that the
London Rally for Heroes was extremely successful. Starting from
Brooklands Museum this local rally ran on the 19/20™ April in the
first real sunshine of the year. Gary Le Coadou and Paul
Hollingham won this inaugural Rally in their Toyota Corolla WRC.
These events are only able to take place because members of
motor clubs such as GMC volunteer to marshal. A few words from
one of the marshals would be good!

Talking of good words — many thanks to Ralph for his report on
his son’s eventful races at Oulton Park later in ‘In Tune’.

You will also see that Robert and | have travelled across France
following Tour Auto — you might wonder what | was doing whilst
Robert was wielding his camera — well | was explaining to the
French what was happening, sitting in my chair on the road/
mountain or lake side and reading my book. In short | was in
heaven. No golfing widow I! Enjoy the sun —and take that roof
down.

New Member

Welcome to Andrew Fermer.

In Tune

In Tune is produced on the third Wednesday of each
month preceding the cover date. Please could we have
any news, views articles, results, adverts etc. for the
magazine by the third Tuesday of the month
(Committee meeting).

Thank you.

Magazine Editors
Annette & Robert Clayson.

Tour Auto 2013

The third week in April saw the running of this year’s France’s
Tour Auto, or to give its proper title ‘“Tour Auto Optic 2000’ in
deference to the events main sponsors a chain of opticians. This
was the 20" running of Tour Auto in its current format. The event
was brought about to recreate the Tour de France Automobile
which ran from 1899 through to 1986. The Tour de France
Automobile and indeed today’s Tour Auto are relatively unique in
having timed stages and circuit races to decide the overall winner.
The current Tour Auto offers two levels of entry ‘competition’ for
those who want the fastest stage times and win the circuit races
and ‘regularity’ for those less competitive!

The year’s event started in Paris and finished in La Rochelle on
west coast having had overnight halts in Orleans, Vichy, Albi and
Limoges.

The event attracts an entry of nearly 300 cars, ranging from
Ferraris, Alfas, Porsche, Aston Martins, AC’s to humble Renault
R8’s and even a Citroen 2CV.

The cars were assembled in the Grand Palais in Paris, just off the
Champs Elysees. A very impressive building with a glass roof. Here
final preparations were made with signing on for the crews and a
gala event later in the evening. The cars left the Grand Palais at
6.15 on Tuesday
morning to head for
start proper at the
Chateau de
Dampierre just
outside Paris.

In following the
event we tend to
take the lazy option.
The overall route is
published sometime
in advance but the
route listing towns,
times and road
numbers is only
published about
three weeks before
the event. Having
got the more
detailed route, it is
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out with the maps, we tend to
only watch from one point
each day, bearing in mind that
with nearly 300 hundred cars
it can take at least 3 hours,
sometimes more, for the
whole field to go through. We
make our choice initially on
time and then where we need
to be to catch them again the
next day, as we try and stay
overnight not far from the
route so we have an easy run
in the morning. Sometimes
having selected a piece of
route and the road looks
promising on the map doesn’t quite turn out that way!

Our first stop was on the D7 between La Bosse and Bonnetable it
looked promising on the map but wasn’t quite ideal. This day was
overcast and started to rain lightly as the cars progressed

through.

After the cars had come
through we headed to Bourges
for our overnight halt. That

us a twenty minute drive to
where we had planned to be
on the D37 to Meillant. Our
choice of stopping point was
much better and the sun was out properly. We had found a
twisty country road in lush green countryside with lakes in the
background, very scenic. The cars were heading from Orleans to
Vichy.

When plotting where we would go for Thursday, one stretch of
road was obvious. That was because it was highlighted already on
the map as we had used it last year on Minis to Marseille. The
Tour Auto route followed our route to the top of the Col de Serre,
on MTM we turned right to go over the Puy Mary. It was still
closed because of the remaining winter snow. The Tour Auto
route went straight on. A superb location, beautifully sunny but a
chill wind meant warm jackets were needed!

Friday was our final day following the event. The cars were
coming up from Albi to Limoges. This time we were viewing the
cars in the afternoon. We had spent the previous night in Sarlat
and even got some sightseeing done in the morning. Although we

struggled to find a place to park on our chosen piece of road it
turned out to be quite a good spot. The day was overcast and
about 30 minutes into the cars coming through it started to rain
and it just got heavier eventually easing off just before we
decided to move on. The fact it was raining didn’t deter a number
of open top cars who came past without their hoods up. There
was one MK11 Jaguar which came along with no windscreen, the
occupants looked like invisible men and a Healey 100/4 came
through with the navigator hand operating a windscreen wiper so
the driver could see.

We then headed to Limoges along with the rally cars for the
night, it was still raining. The rally in the morning headed west
towards its final destination of La Rochelle we on the other hand
headed north east, we had a ferry to catch home.

It is a super event to spectate on, going through some wonderful
scenery and staggeringly varied entry of cars.

Robert Clayson

F3 Cup

Ralph Ledamun reports on his son James exploits in the F3 Cup

James Ledamun’s season started by
nipping up to Oulton Park on the
morning of Saturday March 30th.
Arrived in plenty of time for the late
afternoon F3 test session; car was
preheated and ready to go. Due to
barrier repairs and safety car
deployment our test was first reduced to
15 minutes and then cancelled
altogether.

Sunday was free so we adjusted suspension settings and polished
the car to keep warm, as one does.

Monday 6.30am left hotel arriving at circuit 7am and minus 2°C.
Preheated engine, at 8.30 am. Fourth car into assembly area
where we failed the noise test and were not allowed to qualify.
After temporary adjustment we passed noise test by which time
qualifying was ended.

James is allowed to race in spite of not qualifying but received
official ‘b*II*ck*ng’ for incorrect type of FIA rear light.

Race 1. Started from back of grid, 16 cars started, James finished
12th overall and 2nd in his class.

Race 2. Started from back of grid, 16 cars started, James finished
13th and won his class. It snowed in the race.

Packed up all our
gear and left circuit
by 7pm, arrived
home 11pm. The cat
was pleased to see
us. Dix point!

Round 2. Silverstone
GP; 28/29th April

Pictures from www.f3cup.co.uk
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Contact Information

Chairman:
Mark Feeney.
71 Carfax Avenue
Tongham
Farnham
Surrey. GU10 1BD
Email: mark.feeney@live.co.uk (H)
Phone: 01252 319672 (H) 07747 445680 (M)

Secretary: As Chairman.

Competition Secretary:
Richard Pashley.
The OId Baliffs House
152 Brox Road
Ottershaw
Chertsey
Surrey. KT16 OLQ
Email: richardpashley@hotmail.co.uk
Phone: 01932 875253

Social Secretary: As Competiton Secretary

Treasurer:
Graham Skingle.
Phone: 01252 702510

Editors:
Annette and Robert Clayson.
39 Longhope Drive
Wrecclesham
Farnham,
Surrey. GU10 4SN.
01252 726618.
Email: annette.clayson@twopenny.com
Phone: 01252 726618.

Other Committee members:
Robert Clayson.
Phone: 01252 726618
Jon Marlow.
Phone: 07918 705922

Membership Fees

Full membership £15.00
Family membership £20.00
Associate membership £2.50

Pro-rata Membership for new members joining after 1st July
Full Membership £7.50

Family Membership £10.00

www and facebook

Website: www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk

facebook: www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub

Calendar

Club Events

Clubnight:
14th May 2013 Cricketers Pirbright
Committee:
21st May 2013 Cricketers Pirbright

Pubnight:

28th May 2013 Cricketers Pirbright

Other events being proposed; Trips around McLaren and Carlin
Motorsport, inter club Karting Challenge, Hogs Back Brewery
Tour and a visit to Top Gear filming.

Upcoming GMC Events

September / October (TBC) Jedi 12 Car

(or another suitable name!)

Other noteworthy events

18-19 May
13 October

UHLMC Migila

Autumn Motorsport Day - Brooklands

Interesting Goodwood Events (free!)

5 May Breakfast Club from 8am

6 May Jaguar Driver Club Track Day
16 May Octane Magazine Track Day
18 May B&HMC Sprint

25 May Lancia Motor Club Track Day

Interesting Brooklands Events

4 May Auto Italia Italian Car Day
12 May TVR Car Clubs
19 May Spring Classic Breakfast

GMC Goodies

The following GMC Goodies are available from Mark
Feeney, just phone him or speak to him at clubnights.

Windscreen sticker £1.50
Club Badge (Self adhesive) £1.00
GMC Leather key ring £1.50
GMC Mugs £2.00
GMLC Polo Shirts (white) £15.00
GMC Sweat Shirts (Green) £20.00
Romers, Clear or White plastic. £6.00
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