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In Tune 

The Magazine of Guildford Motor Club 

 

Editorial February 2013 

‘Truly delighted’ is the best way to describe my mood at 
receiving not one but TWO articles for this month’s ‘In Tune’. 
They are both excellent articles about two very different 
topics and I am sure that you have already been shocked to 
receive this bulky document. I am sure too that the 
contributors will be feeling quite smug at having their words in 
print. (It’s OK to be smug when you have done such a good 
thing!) So if I could just have a couple of other articles for next 
month from other members we would be very happy editors. 

The Rapscallion 12–car took place last month – it would be 
very good to have a report on that – either from a driving or 
marshalling perspective. You will find the results on page 5 
(that means this ‘In Tune’ has more than 4 pages!!) Did you 
take any photos? A couple of those would be good too.  

It would be nice to hear feedback from the Facebook page – 
we have had 35 ‘likes’ so far. Please take look – ‘how to’ 
instructions are in this newsletter for those of you who have 
never dabbled. It is safe! 

Some of us also do not take part or spectate on anything 
related to motor sport but anything motor –related would be 
of interest to members. My own little contribution is the 
suicide of a pheasant that decided to ‘walk to the other side’ 
just in front of my car. I asked Robert to check the damage 
when I got home only to learn that said pheasant was still 
firmly embedded in my front grill. I’ll leave it at that! 

It was nice this month to get a contribution to the club’s 
coffers from David Roscoe a very long standing member who 
now lives in Devon. I am glad, David, that we have been able 
to send you a fuller-than-usual newsletter this month keeping 
you in touch with the club’s activities. 

Anyhow enough from us – enjoy the two excellent articles 
enclosed herein! 

Annette and Robert Clayson 

In Tune 

In Tune is produced on the third Wednesday of each 
month preceding the cover date.  Please could we have 

any news, views articles, results, adverts etc. for the 
magazine by the third Tuesday of the month (Committee 

meeting). 
Thank you. 

 
Temporary Magazine Editors 
Annette & Robert Clayson. 

GMC Website 

We have just launched our new website, though there is still 

some work to do on it to expand it even further. Committee 

Members will be able to login and update the information on the 

site. 

The website still has the same address 

www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk 

The Committee thanks Richard Wimbush for all his help in 

maintaining the previous incarnation. 

Roger Albert Clark Rally 

Jon and I have been to watch this rally every year, this being 
the ninth. When the format for this rally was announced it 
sounded like a dream come true, the mainly historic and 
only 2 wheel drive was just what we were looking for. We 
have stopped spectating on the Rally GB because, although 
the cars are very quick, a twelve car single venue in South 
Wales does not hold the same attraction as Mk 1 and 2 
Escorts and the like being driven in anger in fantastic forests 
all over the north of the country. 

Most years has seen a battle for the winner, and this year 
was no exception, Steve Banister and the very likeable 
Martin McCormack fighting for the lead. This young man 
from Northern Ireland is always happy to have a chat with 
anyone who wants to chat with him. When you meet him 
he is a quietly spoken, clean cut man who looks like butter 
would not melt in his mouth, but behind the wheel of a 
Escort, with twin 45s roaring, he really begins to express 
himself, a real demon, just like Roger Clark himself! 

Friday 23 November saw me leaving home in Devizes at 
7.30 am to drive to Guildford to meet Jon, then swap cars to 
his Focus and head for Pickering. For a Friday night the 
traffic seemed to be rather kind to us. We got to the 
showground in time to see some of the cars going through 
scrutineering. This year the entry list included a Datsun 240Z 
(the car of my dreams when I was a young lad).  I was 
looking forward to seeing one in the forests.  

From Pickering we went to Dalby to watch the cars go 
through the wood yard twice, as the stage started at 6 00 
pm it was dark but very good viewing. From Dalby we went 
across the valley to Gale Rigg for the first stage of Saturday 
morning. After last year we agreed that for 2012 we would 
sort out bed and breakfast but unfortunately neither of us 
got around to sorting it out, so it was sleeping bags and 
bedding down in the car again. This is alright when you are 
young but for Jon in his advancing years it’s not so good! I 

(Continued on page 2) 
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find the hardest part is getting out in morning when I’m all 
nice warm and snug. I have touched on this subject very 
briefly and then leave it to your imagination!, After a couple 
of nights in the car, feet  and vindaloos leave the car 
smelling none to fragrant! (enough is enough Paul! Ed.)  

After Gale Rigg it was a quick 80 mile dash to Hamsterly, 
another great forest from old RAC rally days. This stage was 
in the dark, lots of blokes standing around in a dark forest 
sounds dodgy but has a great atmosphere. From here we 
had a nice easy drive to Carlisle to see the main service, 
which was very civilised because in the past it’s been at the 
wind swept airport which is very cold. This is always a good 
time if you like poking your nose under other peoples’ 
bonnets. We find that nearly all the drivers are happy to 
chat to anyone, I think this highlights what is different about 
this sort of rallying, everyone would like to do well but its 
not the be all and end all. In the past we have chatted to the 
likes of Stig Blomquist and Malcolm Wilson I think it’s 
because they have more time on this rally unlike world 
rallies. 

Now it being Saturday night on the Roger Albert Clark means 
its curry night, always something to look forward to. Then 
into Kielder and a night in Kershope Forest ready for the first 
stage on Sunday. We found a really good place to see the 
cars come through in a good half mile loop. Then it’s a quick 
run up to Hawick and into Craik which the cars run through 
twice and for us the last stage of the rally.      

Paul Marlow 

(Continued from page 1) 

A mixed start to the year  

Roger Albert Clark Rally 

After a good season rallying last year, Jim and I decided to 
do more rounds of the ACSMC championship this year. We 
only did 5 rounds out of 10 last year. This year we plan to do 
8 rounds so we can get maximum points for the 
championship. 

The first round was at Brands Hatch race circuit on the 12th 
of January. We arrived at the circuit in the dark and set up 
our service area. The car went through scrutineering and we 
signed on. I had chosen this event as one of our joker events 
(double points) as there weren’t many championship 
contenders entered. So we just had to finish to get a good 
result. 

The rain had stopped but the stage was still damp, we 
decided to run with slick tyres but most other cars were on 
intermediates. 

This was the first time that Jim or I had ever driven on the 
Brands Hatch circuit. There was a long road (gravel and 
mud) section from the service area to the stage start so our 
tyres were covered in mud. The stage started on the Brands 
Hatch rally stage before going onto the Indy circuit. We 
could see the other cars sliding off the start line so knew it 

was slippery. Jim got a good start off the line with very little 
wheel spin. But the first corner was a right, up hill and off 
camber, this was our first spin, not a good start to the day. 
We continued onto the Indy circuit going in the opposite 
direction to the normal race direction. It looped back down 
the pit lane, then along the back of the pit garages and onto 
the circuit at the back. As we approached Graham Hill bend 
the back end got away and we slid sideways into the tyre 
wall. Luckily we hit square on the side of the car and we 
could continue, minus the driver’s side mirror! 

When we returned to service they were ready with the 
Gaffa tape. We then had to decide what tyres to run for 
stage 2. As the weather was getting better we decided to 
stay with the slicks. That was a mistake as we spun on the 
3rd corner. 

Stage 3 we put our Prada road tyres on the back. Things 
were going well, we had grip and we had just settled into 
the rally. We went through a chicane at the back of the pit 
garages and Jim lost drive. We heard something dragging 
on the ground. First thing we thought was the gear linkage 
had broken. Jim pulled over and I jumped out. There was 
nothing hanging down underneath so I opened the bonnet, 
all the gear linkage was working, then a marshal came up to 
us and said “I think your drive shaft is over there”. That 
would explain the lack of drive. The drive shaft had 
snapped in half and pulled the inboard CV joint out of the 
gearbox dropping oil everywhere! A marshal retrieved the 
drive shaft and I pushed the CV back in to stop anymore oil 
coming out. It was then out with the spill kit to mop up the 
mess. There was no way we could get back to service and 
we didn’t have a spare drive shaft so we stood around and 
watched the rest of the rally feeling very annoyed and 
frustrated. At the end of Stage 4 we were recovered back 
to service and put the car straight on the trailer. That was 
the end of our first rally at Brands Hatch. 

The next round of the ACSMC championship was at 
Goodwood, which was where Jim and I started rallying 
together last year. We had an eventful rally last year, lost 2 
tyres off the trailer on the way there, broke the gear 
linkage and spun into the tyre wall but we did finish the 
rally. We were hoping for a better rally this year. 

We arrived at Goodwood to a different paddock. They had 
blocked off some of the garages and built a load more 
garages. We set up in one of the new ones. It was drizzling 
with rain so we had to decide what tyres to use. After the 
slippery start at Brands we decided to start on the Pradas 
all round. 

We had no spins but there wasn’t much grip. It was decided 
to get two of our slicks cut into intermediates. This gave us 
better grip on the front but we needed more on the back so 
we got another two tyres cut. Each stage we were getting 
faster and faster. 

There were a lot of delays throughout the day, which 
meant a lot of sitting around in the start queue. They 
decided to cancel stage 8 and we thought they wouldn’t 
have enough time for stages 9 and 10. But they kept on 
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running and we had two night stages. On stage 9 we 
merged behind a 1.9 205, there was so much spray coming 
off him it was difficult to see. We were with him through 
the chicanes but his extra power meant he could pull away 
on the straights. On stage 10 we were praying we wouldn’t 
merge behind the 205 again, but we did. This time we were 
closer and putting pressure on him. After half a lap he let us 
past and we could see again. The event finished about 
19:00. It was a great feeling to cross the finish line. Last 
year we finished every rally and after the disappointment of 
Brands it was good to finish and with a better result than 
last year. 5th in class and 25th overall. 

Allan Brown 
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Facebook and Guildford Motor Club 

The Guildford Motor Club Facebook page has been active for 
about 2 months now. So it is a good time for an update. 

You can view the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub without signing 
in to Facebook; all you can do is look at what has been posted in 
the way of comments and pictures.  
 

To fully interact with Facebook you need to sign up, more about 
the signing up process elsewhere and some basic instructions.  
Once signed up you need to find our page either by the address 
above or by searching, the key thing then to do is to ‘like’ our 
page.  

One of the fundamentals of Facebook is that you become 
‘friends’ with individuals and ‘like’ businesses, clubs etc. 

This means that you will receive notification on your Facebook 
page of anything which we add to our Facebook page.  As it 
stands at the time of writing we have 35 likes. Of course when 
we add something to the page it goes to all those individuals. 
However, is it automatically available to the friends of friends. So 
if I, as Robert, like the MCR page and have 20 friends I will 
receive anything the MCR posts onto my page and as a 
consequence of this all my friends have the potential to see it as 
well.  This means that just one of those 35 likes actually reaches 
another 20 people.  

From the statistics available to the administrators our 35 likes 
has the potential to reach 7624 other people. We achieve quite a 
substantial reach.  

Of course anything posted can be seen by anyone on the 
internet. 

If you have signed up to Facebook you are free to comment on 
anything the Register posts or indeed post a comment.  

The facility exists to load pictures as well; you can either load a 
single picture or create an album containing several pictures. 
With an album it is better to load just a few than masses, quality 
rather than quantity. 

Finally, there is criticism of Facebook because of what people see 
as irrelevant postings, true, that does occur with any social 
media. Though I seem to get very few of these postings, maybe 
because of who I am friends with on Facebook and the 
organisations and businesses I like.  However, it is an important 

tool for use to get our message and activities across and to 
attract new members.  

We need to keep up to date with all these new developments; 
there are other avenues to explore the use of google+, twitter 
and the like.  

Robert Clayson 

Using Facebook! 

Firstly Facebook is free to use. 

Signing up to Facebook 

Go to www.facebook.com and click on the Sign Up section 

You need to supply your first name, last name, email address 
(twice for verification) and your desired password. In addition to 
this you need to say whether you are male or female and your 
birthday (there is a privacy option available once you have 
signed in to allow you to control what is made public). Then click 
on ‘Sign Up’. 

You will then receive an email from Facebook asking you to 
confirm your account, in the email there is a link, click on this to 
confirm. You then will be taken to the Facebook page and 
prompted to find friends and fill out some more personal details. 
You can do this now or later. 

Logging into Facebook 

Just go to www.facebook.com and enter the email address you 
registered with and your password and you will be taken to your 
Facebook page. 
 
Logging out of Facebook 

Is very important to if you are sharing your computer with 
someone else or at work! On the top blue menu bar at the end 
there is a little ‘cog’ click on that and it will act as a dropdown 
menu, towards the bottom just click on the ‘Log Out’ and you 
will be logged out of Facebook. 

Adding a comment to your page 

You will see a box similar to the one above - in the box write 
your comment and then click on ‘Post’ and what you have 
written will appear on your page. 

Adding a comment to GMC Facebook page 

The instructions are the same as above but the box is slightly 

http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister
http://www.facebook.com
http://www.facebook.com
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different. 

Moving around and using Facebook. 

At the top on the left hand side you will see your name, click on 
that you will see any post or comments you have made. To return 
to the default view again, the simplest way is to click on the 
Facebook logo on the left of the top menu bar. In the default 
view you will see something like this: 

At bottom you will notice ‘Like’ ‘Comment’ or ‘Share’ each of 
these you can click on. Clicking on ‘Like’ will signify you like or 
agree with that post or picture. ‘Comment’ will allow you to add 
your view on that particular post.  

My advice is to think carefully about what you say, the rule 
should just be sensible, remembering it can be seen by everyone, 
but don’t let that stop you commenting! The same rule applies 
when you start to make posts on your page. Nobody wants to 
know that you have gone for a coffee or whatever.  

 

 

Adding a Picture 

On your page (having clicked on your name) and if on the MCR’s 
page, there are two similar boxes, both have ‘Photo / Video’ Click 
on this. 

You are offered two choices either to ‘Attach Photo/Video’ or 
‘Create photo Album’. 

‘Attach Photo/Video’ in the top box you can add some words 
about the picture or video you are adding. In the box below, you 
use this to find the picture you want to upload on your computer. 
Then click on the ‘post’ button. 

Privacy 

At the top on the blue menu bar there is a padlock with three 
bars, click on this and a drop down menu will appear, with three 
basic questions about your privacy concerns and finally at the 
bottom there is a More Settings option.  Do explore these if you 
have any concerns. 

Finally, the Help on Facebook is useful and clear. To find the help 
click on the little cog at the far right of the top menu bar. Help is 
at the bottom of the drop down menu. 

Hopefully, a useful brief introduction on the use of Facebook. 

Rapscallion Navigation 12 Rally Results  22nd February 2013 
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The following GMC Goodies are available from Mark 

Feeney, just phone him or speak  to him at clubnights. 

Windscreen sticker    £1.50 

Club Badge (Self adhesive)   £1.00 

GMC Leather key ring     £1.50 

GMC Mugs      £2.00 

GMC Polo Shirts (white)    £15.00 

GMC Sweat Shirts (Green)   £20.00 

Romers, Clear or White plastic.   £6.00 

GMC Goodies 

Membership Fees 

 Full membership    £15.00 

 Family membership    £20.00 

 Associate membership  £2.50 

Pro-rata Membership for new members joining after 1st 
July 

 Full Membership   £7.50 

 Family Membership   £10.00 

Calendar   

Clubnight: 
12th March 2013  Cricketers Pirbright 
 
Committee: 
19th March 2013  Cricketers Pirbright 
 
Pubnight: 

26th March 2013  Cricketers Pirbright 

Other events being proposed; Trips around McLaren and Carlin 
Motorsport, inter club Karting Challenge, Hogs Back Brewery 
Tour and a visit to Top Gear filming. 

1st March FDMC Beginner / Novice 12 Car 

14th March  BRMC March Hare 12 Car 

22nd March BMC 100 mile 12 car,  

19th - 20th April  London Rally for Heroes  - GMC are running 
the Minley Stage finish (20th) 

 http://londonrallyforheroes.com/ 

18th - 19th May UHLMC Miglia  

Contact Information  

Chairman: 
Mark Feeney. 
71 Carfax Avenue 
Tongham 
Farnham 
Surrey.  GU10 1BD  
Email: mark.feeney@live.co.uk (H) 
Phone: 01252 319672 (H) 07747 445680 (M) 

 
Secretary: As Chairman. 
 
Competition Secretary: 

Richard Pashley. 
The Old Baliffs House 
152 Brox Road 
Ottershaw 
Chertsey 
Surrey. KT16 0LQ 
Email: richardpashley@hotmail.co.uk 
Phone: 01932 875253    

 
Social Secretary: As Competiton Secretary 
 
Treasurer: 

Graham Skingle. 
Phone: 01252 702510 
 

Temporary Editors: 
Annette and Robert Clayson. 
39 Longhope Drive 
Wrecclesham 
Farnham, 
Surrey.  GU10 4SN.  
01252 726618. 
Email: annette.clayson@twopenny.com  
Phone: 01252 726618. 

 
Other Committee members: 

Robert Clayson. 
Phone: 01252 726618 
Jon Marlow. 
Phone: 07918 705922 

 

Club Events   

Other noteworthy events   

Upcoming GMC Events   

26th April    Beerex  

10th May    Jedi 12 Car 

Interesting Goodwood Events (free!) 

3rd March  Breakfast Club from 8am 

23rd March  Saywell Track Day  - Many supercars turn up for 

this day 

Interesting Brooklands Events 

10th March Austin Morris Day 

24th March Mini Day 

 
Website: www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk  
 
facebook: www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub 

www and facebook 

http://londonrallyforheroes.com/
mailto:mark.feeney@live.co.uk
mailto:richardpashley@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub

