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Touring Assembly 

We are planning a Touring Assembly later in the year. It will start near Blackbushe, visiting a classic 
car dealers showroom along the way before ending up near Churt for a late lunch! 

We will confirm the date as soon possible 

Francis - carlislekitz@msn.com or 07500 512494
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Editorial 

Welcome to the latest edition of the magazine and we’re almost half way through the year. 

Lots of reading and pictures this month!  

So what have we got this month, thanks to Mark for a full report and results from another successful Jedi 
12 car. Both our 12 cars this year have been really well received. Also as hinted at last month we were 
following Tour Auto across France so we have a report and of course some photos. 

We are still trying to fix a date for our Touring assembly, it now looks as it might take place in October. 

It’s the time of the year when we move the pub night away from The Cricketers, so for June we’re are at 
The Shepherd and Flock (in the middle of the roundabout at GU9 9JB)  Useless fact! The Shepherd and 
Flock is situated inside the Largest Populated Roundabout in Europe. 

More stories, reports or tales would be more than welcome! 

Annette & Robert Clayson

mailto:carlislekitz@msn.com
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Social Calendar 

June 

12th - Clubnight -The Cricketers 

19th - Committee 

26th - Pubnight - The Shepherd and Flock - In 
the middle of the Shepherd and Flock 
roundabout GU9 9JB 

Goodwood Events - June 

2nd Benjafields Sprint (vintage Bentleys) 

3rd Breakfast Club 

9th Ferrari Owners Club 

16th Classic Alfa 

Brooklands Events - June 

16th - 17th Double 12 Motorsport Festival 

Membership Fees

Full Membership £15.00

Family Membership £20.00

Associate Membership £2.50

Pro-rata Membership for new members joining 
after 1st July

Full Membership £7.50

Family Membership £10.00

GMC Goodies

The following GMC Goodies are available from Mark 
Feeney, just phone him or speak to him at Clubnights

Windscreen Sticker £1.50

Club Badge (Self 
Adhesive)

£1.00

GMC Leather Key Ring £1.50

GMC Mugs £2.00

GMC Polo Shirts (White) £15.00

GMC Sweat Shirts (Green) £20.00

Romers, Clear or White 
plastic

£6.00

GMC Ice Scrapers £2.00

GMC Pens 3 for a £1.00

Enamel Car Badges £30

Competition 

June/July 

2 Jun Hughes Historic Rally - Kent 

9/10 Jun Abingdon Car-nival 

22 Jun Cross Border 12 Car - BMC 

08 Jul North County Tour - Tour & Gymkhana - 
BMC 

September On … 

14 Sep Southsea 12 Car Southsea 

14 Sep Papyrus 12 car BMC 

28 Sep Harlequin 12 Car FDMC 

28 Sep CMSG CMSG 

More on the website

Contact Information 

Follow this link for our contact information. 

Website and Facebook 
Website: www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk 

facebook: www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub

http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk/page-2/
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk/page-2/
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub
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The Jedi 12 car 2018. 

The Second GMC event of the year gets another full entry. After Pash’s Rapscallion in Feb 
attracted a full entry and reserves, the local 12 car crews did Guildford Motor Club proud by 
filling the entry list in a couple of days and at one point we had 3 reserves. A couple of crews had 
better offers, still leaving us with one. As no one dropped out on the night Sterling and Toby 
stepped up to the mark and ran as course closer for us. 

Judging by the comments afterwards, everyone had an enjoyable drive through the scenic Surrey 
hills – not that would have scene much of it!

"Congratulations to Barry Shurman and Rhys Williams putting in an excellent performance. 

They didn't put a foot wrong all evening - except for a momentary lapse on the very last bend 
before MTC11. Several crews commented on the imaginative line they took!  The force was 
strong for them."

Last year, Glynn cleaned this event, but a bit of miscommunication - Chris didn't tell Glynn they 
'd passed the narrow yellow in Farley Green, - saw them drop a minute and the chance of a win.  A 
further minute lost on the long section around Friday street sealed their fate. They promise to do 
better next year. 

The only other crew to get around without dropping road time was Gareth & Pash. This was 
Gareth’s first ever event and he thoroughly enjoyed himself. The only Imperial fly in their 
ointment being the missed board in Dunsfold. As last year, and the year before, Pash (unfairly) 
blamed his driver for not spotting it.

Graham & John (whom I've been competing against for many more years than either of us would 
like to recall), had a bit of trouble deciphering the symbols en-route to TC5. But still managed to 
come into MTC11 with the biggest grins of the night.

Ian and Tony were the first of the crews to have trouble finding the last Spot height to TC4 in 
what was otherwise a near perfect night for them.
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In an inspired drive to 1st Novice were Vicci & Paul Vaughan. The little Swift living up to its 
name. If they hadn't missed the board on the LWRNAM triangle at Friday street they'd have 
been on the podium. Fantastically well done to them. Jedi knights in the making.

Dave Roper & Simon Fuidge, who so nearly won last year’s Jedi, also fell afoul of the elusive spot 
height 138, and took a massive detour into the Surrey Hills. Still, they recovered well and were the 
last of the crews to get all of the boards

With a last-minute change of driver Colin and Martin worked well together and only dropped 14 
minutes on the road. They claimed 2nd Novice for their efforts.

On only their second event, in his wife’s Landy, Bill and Aeron made a big improvement on their 
Rapscallion showing. Lessons learnt and no sign of the 'Mal de Nav' that afflicted Aeron in Feb, a 
nice steady performance saw them improve on their seeding by 4 places to take the First beginner 
slot

Chris and Jamie got off to a bit of a bad start dropping 11 minutes in the neutral run out to NTC2. 
Other than that, and a few dropped boards, they put in a storming drive and only dropped 3 
minutes on the rest of the route.

The last of the crews to be caught out by SH 138 was Roy and Steve in car 7. Worse was to come 
though, as they had a nightmare getting from TC6 to TC7. They recovered though and had a good 
drive in the last third.

And Finally… Duncan and Mo. Who, although running as beginners and had a marked map as 
backup, chose to plot the novice nav to get them used to the pressure of a plot and bash event. In 
a very creditable drive, they got around in time and visited all of the controls and no doubt 
learned a lot in the process.

Competitors never cease to amaze me. I'd put in the short section at Dunsfold with the intention 
of getting a result there, but most of the experts cleaned it. The seemingly innocuous section 
after TC4 with spot heights and a milestone caused most damage. Still, we got a result and Barry 
and Rhys were deserved winners.  I'm glad that the pot hole warning at the start was heeded and 
no one reported punctures. It was great to have a full entry and even the 1st reserve got a drive 
round as they ran as course closer and picked up the boards from TC6 onwards. Sorry, but I have 
to say that 'Sterling did a sterling job'.

Without our dedicated band of marshals and support the Jedi wouldn't happen, so massive thanks 
in chronological order to - Steve Cole, navigation checking, Jon Marlow & Francis Carlisle-Kitz, 
Bob Bridges and Ange Coupe, Nigel Griffiths, Graham and Charlotte Dance, Graham & Sharron 
Skingle for running the controls and finally Sterling Ernstzen and Toby Galbraith for running as 
course closer.

That's probably about it for this season, so we'll see you all out in the lanes come September. 
Have a great summer and drive safe.

Mark & Lorraine.
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Tour Auto 2018 23-28th April 

Tour Auto is run to celebrate the original Tour de France Automobile which ran from 1899 to 
1986 with 50 entries. The current event is run very much in the style of the original event 
although not quite such a marathon as it was in the day.  
 
Tour Auto 2018 or Tour Auto Optic 2000 to give the event its full title which is owed to 
Optic 2000 a large chain of opticians in France which sponsors the event. This link to 
opticians brings the event to a wider public as any town or city on the route which has one of 
their branches is adorned with unmissable banners, barriers and often a commentary and 
displays by local car clubs.

2018 was the 27th running of the event. It always starts in Paris and ends at a different location 
usually on the south coast. This year was no exception with the crews heading down the 
eastern side of country to finish at Nice. Overnight halts were in Besancon, Megeve, Avignon 
and Aix-en-Provence.

Overall winners are decided by competitive elements at a number of race tracks and by 
special stages. The massive entry of nearly 275 cars is split into competitive and regularity, 
with about 3/5th in the Competition Group. The earliest car taking part was a Jaguar XK120 
1951 and the newest a 1980 Ferrari 308GTB.  Cars ranged from the humble Fiat 600 and 
Citroen 2CV through to Ferrari 250 GTO’s. Standard right through to fully competition 
prepared.

The date of the event is known well in advance, but it does tend to move around the month 
of April due to Easter. Then some six months or so before the event 
the overnight halts are announced along with the final destination.  
Three weeks before the start the whole route is published detailing 
the towns and villages along the way, along with road numbers and 
the time of the first car. With the number of cars taking part it 
takes in excess of 3 hours for the field to go through along with 
official cars; the two zero cars (BMW’s) driven by Ari Vatanen and 
Francois Chatriot, sponsors and partners cars, service vans. The 
detail of the location of the special stages is only published the 
evening before they are run. One can guess roughly where they are 
from the breaks in the previously published schedule.

There’s lots of activity in Paris before the official start bright and 
early on Tuesday morning. All day Monday the cars are on display in 
the Grand Palais, a magnificent glass roofed building just off the 
Champs-Elysees. Here scrutineering, registration and final 
preparation is also carried out. To get all the cars into the Grand 
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Palais they arrive on Sunday afternoon. Some arrive in transporters, 
some are trailered, and the remainder are driven. But it is safe to say 
there are millions of pounds worth of cars scattered around the side 
streets waiting to be being given access to the building. 

As well as seeing the cars through I also wanted to take a few 
pictures. Having followed the event for a number of years, experience 
has shown that finding a spot to view on the road sections gives me 
the flexibility to move around and get a variety of back drops. Whereas on a stage or race 
circuit you have limited room to move.

Tour Auto proper started on Tuesday with the cars leaving the Grand Palais at six o’clock in 
the morning to head to the Chateau de Courances for the official start. We only tend to visit 
one location each day, so on Tuesday morning we were about 15 miles south west of Auxerre. 
Once past us they would head to the circuit at Dijon for the first of the races and it was then 
on to Besancon for the first of the overnight stops.

On Wednesday the cars left Besancon to head for Megeve via the race track at Bresse. This 
leg would start to see more challenging roads in areas where snow still remains on the side of 
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the road. We would join the route near Lons-le-Saunier having found an excellent location for 
taking varied pictures.

The following day would take the entry from Megeve via the race track at Ledenon and onto 
Avignon. We picked up the route on the Col de Menee, we drove to the summit, but photo 
opportunities are limited so we headed back down a little way and parked up.

The cars don’t come through in the same order every day. As I mentioned the entry is split 
competition and regularity, it is further divided into “Plateau” – three for the competition 
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cars and two for the regularity class. These also form the basis of the circuit races as well. For 
the first three days the competition cars run first on the road and the remaining two days the 
regularity cars run first.

On Friday morning the crews set off from Avignon to head to Aix-en-Provence with a circuit 
race at Paul Ricard. We had stayed the night in a town called Sault where the route came 

through. Having plotted the route they would be using at home I use Google Street View to 
help find where we might stop. I found a chateau which was very close to the road, 
somewhere good to park.  Searching for the Chateau Javon revealed it was in an almost 

rundown condition but still lived in and was indeed very close to the 
road.  Whilst we were there several other photographers stopped 
having the same idea as I had! I got chatting with one of them it 
turned out he followed my pictures on Instagram!

The final day took the cars from Aix to Nice, there were no circuit 
races today. But they had to tackle three special stages, the final one 
being over the Turini. This area of France is quite heavily populated 
and finding a decent location can be a bit challenging. Once the entry 
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had been through we headed 
into Nice and checked into our 
hotel. We had some free time 
for a spot of sightseeing before 
the cars were due to arrive 
back in the main square for the 
finish.

Robert
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