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Membership Renewals 

A reminder that the subscriptions 
were due on the January 1st. 

These need to be forwarded to Mark 
as soon as possible and he will issue 

you with a new membership card! 

Full Membership is £15 and 

£20 for Family Membership.

Editorial 

Welcome to the latest edition of the magazine. 

Yet another full newsletter this month.  We continue with Part 3 of the article from Francis. As a reminder, 
last year Francis undertook a trip from Cape Town to Mt. Kilimanjaro in Kenya with his brother in a 55 year 
old Ford Consul Classic. 

Also we include a report and some pictures from the wet Brands Hatch Stages and a few pictures from 
other events we have been to. 

We must welcome a new member - Neil Oatley. 

Finally if you are at a loose end on the 25th you are more than welcome to pop along to the Photo 
Exhibition at The Goodwood Hotel which I am helping to organise and it’s Free! 

Don’t forget subs are now overdue! 

Annette & Robert Clayson
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Social Calendar 

February 

13th - The Cricketers 

20th - Committee 

25th - Photo Exhibition at Goodwood - See Ad. 

27th - Pubnight - The Cricketers 

Goodwood Events - February 

10th - Southdowns Stages Rally 

28th - CKL Test Day, for Members’ Meeting 

Brooklands Events - February  

28th Jan - VSCC Winter Driving Tests 

18th - Winter Classic Breakfast 

Membership Fees

Full Membership £15.00

Family Membership £20.00

Associate Membership £2.50

Pro-rata Membership for new members joining 
after 1st July

Full Membership £7.50

Family Membership £10.00

GMC Goodies

The following GMC Goodies are available from Mark 
Feeney, just phone him or speak to him at Clubnights

Windscreen Sticker £1.50

Club Badge (Self 
Adhesive)

£1.00

GMC Leather Key Ring £1.50

GMC Mugs £2.00

GMC Polo Shirts (White) £15.00

GMC Sweat Shirts (Green) £20.00

Romers, Clear or White 
plastic

£6.00

GMC Ice Scrapers £2.00

GMC Pens 3 for a £1.00

GMC Fleeces (to order) £25

Enamel Car Badges £30

Competition 

February and on.. 

26 Jan 2018 Frostbite 12 Car - Dolphin 

02 Feb 2018 The Norseman 12 Car - BMC 

10 Feb 2018 Southdowns Stages - Goodwood 

16 Feb 2018 February Fox 12 Car - Southsea 

23 Feb 2018 Rapscallion 12 Car - Guildford 

23 Feb 2018 CMSG - MSG 

09 Mar 2018 Hunt Trophy Southsea 

18 Mar 2018 Special event! - details TBA - 
FDMC 

23 Mar 2018 The Splatter Scatter - BMC 

23 Mar 2018 CMSG - CMSG 

More on the Website

Contact Information 

Follow this link for our contact information. 

Website and Facebook 
Website: www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk 

facebook: www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub

http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk/page-5/
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk/page-5/
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk/page-2/
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk/page-2/
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Chairman’s Report 2017 - presented at the AGM 

2017 was a good year for the club, with many members in action in competitive, 
organisational, social and marshalling aspects of motor sport.

12 car rallies and the odd scatter continue to be quite popular with clubs in the area, the 
number of participants tending to ensure a full or near-full entry list for many organisers. 
GMC again organised two 12 car events in 2017, both of which attracted very good entries. 
The Rapscallion, back in its usual date of February, attracted 9 crews. The Jedi ran in early 
May and had 11 crews out. The novice 12 car event, proposed for November didn’t run, as a 
similar event run by BMC failed to attract any Novices.

Our marshalling and safety radio experience continues to be utilised on a number of rallies 
throughout the South of England. From touring assemblies to stage rallies, the GMC name 
continues to be held in good stead by other clubs and event organisers.  This year we had the 
possibility of helping out on a full road rally in the area, but the SMC organisers took the 
unfortunate decision to cancel, given that there weren’t quite enough crews entered to make 
it worthwhile. There was however, the first 20/20 for a good few years. 

GMC were well represented in stage rallies this year with Richard Pashley co-driving in an R2 
Fiesta. Unfortunately, their 2017 campaign ended against a log pile in the Forest of Dean. He 
is expecting to be competing again in 2018.

The stage rallying year ended on a particularly sad note. GMC teams were manning the start/
finish and radio of the Loco 2 stages, when two top S&CMC competitors lost their lives in an 
accident on the last event of the 2017. We all know that motorsport is potentially dangerous 
and accept the risks. That doesn’t, of course, make these rare events any easier to bear. Our 
thoughts are with the crew’s relatives and friends.

The club social events were again enjoyed by all those who attended. At the annual H&BMC 
interclub Skittles evening, we went along with high hopes of putting in a decidedly average 
performance. Imagine our surprise when Mr Marlow Junior won with a maximum score. 
That’s two wins in three years, and Jon’s first win in many, many years of trying.

The Farnham Beer Exhibition continues to be popular, as does the annual barbeque.  The 
2017 barbeque again enjoyed excellent summer weather.

The visit to the Mclaren Technology Centre, organised by Richard Pashley, was particularly 
well received by the few who went. Restricted to four people per visit, hopefully he can 
arrange a similar outing in 2018. 

The club-nights and pub-nights continue to be supported by the same few people. It would 
be nice to see a few more faces once in a while. 

In Tune �3



Guildford Motor Club February 2018

The membership of the club for 2017 has declined slightly to 26. Of those 26, 23 have been 
involved in club activities in some way over the course of the year.  That equates to 88.4% 
active membership, an increase of almost 7% over last year.   

I would like to thank everybody for their support this year, and particularly, the committee 
and event organisers for all their hard work in making all of the events run smoothly.

Mark Feeney.

The accounts can be viewed here.

TANZANIA REVISITED 

At 3.30pm we crossed the border from Zambia into Tanzania, 
the land of our infant nurture and subsequent youth. The 
next stage of our adventure begins. We spend two nights in 
Mbeya with an old school friend, Marcus Lehner visiting 
local places of interest and doing repairs to Matilda.

With one of Marcus' Land Rovers and Zak the driver, we 
travelled to Mbozi, the site of the world's seventh largest 
meteorite. 90% iron, 8% nickel, with copper, sulphur and 
phosphorus, this twelve ton hunk of stuff is almost 
impossible to cut. It flew in from the sky millions of years 
ago. Discovered in 1930, it is still relatively unknown and not 
often visited. It is magnetic and when tapped with a piece of 
iron it sounds hollow. A long 15kms of rough road, not well 
sign posted, it needs more publicity in addition to the new 
Visitor Centre now being constructed. 

A source of absolute amazement from 
outer space!

After the awful sections of road with 
gigantic potholes in Zambia, 
Matilda's front right McPherson strut 
was wobbling around in its mounting 
and causing tyre wear and steering 
difficulties. Marcus' workshop came 
to the rescue. Chris directed 
operations with the mechanics who 
had never seen such an old car. Soon 
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Part 3

Crossing into our ‘beloved’ Tanzania

Mbozi Meteorite. A permanent visitor from outer space.

http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk/resources/GMC-Accounts.pdf
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the front suspension was stripped and the 
McPherson Strut in pieces. We found all the 
innards to be loosened but nothing broken. 
What a relief! We did however find that the 
strut on the left hand side was rather bent and 
decided that it would have to remain that way 
since a replacement part anywhere in Tanzania 
was out of the question. After the necessary 
tightening and reassembley she was ready to 
Safari on into the heart of Tanzania.

Mbeya is no longer a small town in Southern 
Tanzania. As we left the town on the Iringa road 
we were reminded how the population has 
exploded as we passed the many kilometers of 
Mbeya's outskirts and onward through the 
myriads of villages which now line the route. 
Even on that early Sunday morning hundreds of 
trucks were already on the move and the Police 
on duty at the roadside checkpoints. We were 
stopped at every one for discussion about 
Matilda then waved on from most without much fuss. However, we missed one 50 kmph sign 
and subsequently admitted doing 72 kmph for which an on-the-spot fine was paid and an 
official receipt handed over. 

Then on to the rough where the road is being rebuilt for a distance of almost 80 kms. we 
averaged about 20kmph for just over four very dusty hours. Eventually we found a lunch spot 
at the end of the road works to relax, cool down and eat. Matilda had survived another real 
pounding. 

We spent the night at a guest house just outside Iringa and shared dinner and an interesting 
evening with a young woman who was riding a bicycle around Tanzania on her own! We were, 
not the only mad people in Tanzania at that point in time!

The next day was 'back to school day - revisiting our secondary co-educational boarding 
school that we left fifty five years ago. 

However, just outside Iringa we stopped at 
Isimila an old Stone Age site. We had first 
visited this interesting site in 1959. To visit 
again was very special.This factory site was 
where stone tools were made. It is 
estimated to be over 200,000 years old. 
Sadly it is poorly presented but still 
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Typical dirt road

Who is the fairest of them all?

Matilda, competing for attention against the big 
boys.

Typical dirt road.
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unspoiled although many of the artifacts 
seem to have disappeared!

Then onward to Iringa and one of the 
highlights of our trip to Tanzania! We found 
St Michael's and St George's School without 
difficulty although the once wild area in 
which it was situated is now built up and 
heavily populated. We were greeted by the 
Principal who treated us with great 
hospitality and interest. We were conducted 
around the grounds and old buildings by 
head of Human Resourses and an 
Environmentalist. They toured with us and 
we told our stories! We met again with the 
Principal who chatted with us for a long 
time, enjoying the tales of the school's early 
history.

We then conquered 'The Hill' behind the 
school, 

climbing up to Snake Rock and Flat Rock. Memories of illicit 
meetings of boys and girls and gatherings at weekends on this 
hill abound! It was a hot climb through the bush, however we 
departed from the school smiling!

Next morning we left the Ruaha Catholic University Hostel in 
Iringa with a sad goodbye just before 6.00am.

We had a job to do in Kongwa.

The road was good but very slow as there are so many small, 
ribbon development villages that have a 50 kmph speed limit 

often long 
before the 
start and long after the end of the 'built up 
area' Traffic Police are on duty in almost 
all of them. They have hand held speed 
cameras. The fine for speeding is on the 
spot. No one speeds! 

We finally arrived in Dodoma then turned 
on to the Dar road for the 60 Kms before 
the turn off to the site of another old 
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On the ramps in Mbeya to assess the front suspension 
damage.

Oh dear........!

One side can be sorted.

Lunch on the dirt.
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school long the 15 Kms of dirt road. Just like it was 
back then! Francis had promised to report on the 
progress of buildings on a sponsored project. He 
took his photographs of the building project, 
passages on ‘salaams and messages’ from the 
sponsors in the UK and we left through a throng of 
school children who were intrigued with Matilda 
and her ageing crew, resplendent in their matching 
pit-shirts and speaking very passable Kiswahili.

On our return to Dodoma we found clean and 
comfortable accommodation at VETA, a vocational 
training centre for chefs and hotel people. Ready for 
supper and an early night. 

In the early days of the East African Safari the road 
between Dodoma and Babati was one of the worst 
sections in the country -especially when it rained. 
Fairly recently the road has been upgraded and now 
Chinese Engineers are building a magnificent, new 
road. All but about 30 Kms is already in use so 
pleasant drive today through Kondoa Irangi and on 
to Babati.

On this often hot and dusty Safari there is always 
the clean up to attend to. We arrived at Babati in 
good time so we set to work straight away with the 
washing of both the dust filled car and dirty clothes, 
to the laughter of the staff at the guest house who 
observed our domestic antics in amazement 

A long drive the following day finally brought us to 
the half way point. We arrived at the Clock Tower in 
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The only ‘classic car’ we spied in the bush. Do 
you know what it is? Great rally car in its day! Leaning baobab tree en route.

Staff at Babati fascinated to see a man doing 
his dhobi work.

Bailey bridge Tanzania.
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Arusha. This is the halfway point on the 
road between Cape Town and Cairo. We 
have had some anxious moments with the 
old car, but we arrived on time as planned. 
Ready now to relax and eat, We found a 
smart cafe in town ‘Bamboo by Fifi's’. Avo 
on toast and mushrooms on toast which 
were really tasty. Francis enjoyed an 
excellent cup of local Kilimanjaro coffee and 
Chris enjoyed his regular drink, a large glass 
of hot water with lemon and honey.

Francis (more next month!)

Brands Hatch Winter Stages - 20th January  

The MGJ Engineering Brands Hatch Winter Stages, to give the event its full title, took place 
on Saturday 20th January. With a full entry of 90 cars ranging from Nissan Micras to three 
Ferrari 308 GTB Michelotto’s with everything else in between! 

The event ran 8 stages making use of the circuit in the conventional direction as well as in 
reverse, the rally stage, paddock and the pitlane. Stage 6 was abandoned after an accident, the 
crew involved where fine. The day started off damp, which caught a few crews out. However, 
it continued to rain most of the day. 

The final results were:

1 4 Mark Kelly / Andy Baker Ford Escort Mk2 

2 1 Chris West / Keith Hounslow Peugeot 306 Maxi Kit 

3 5 Ian Woodhouse / Jason Leaf Ford Escort Mk2 
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Arusha clock tower. Half way from Cape Town to Cairo by 
Road. 

We had made it!
Celebratory meal at Fifi’s in Arusha.

So naturally a few pictures follow 

Robert
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1st Mark Kelly / Andy Baker

2nd Chris West / Keith Hounslow

3rd Ian Woodhouse / Jason Leaf Ford Escort Mk2

Lee Jones / Thomas Grogan

Lee Williams / Wayne Larbalestier

John Stone / Jack Morton

Ian Dalglish / Jack Didcot

John Spiers / Howard Pridmore
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Out and About 

Robert has been out and about at  - Brooklands New Years Day Classic Gathering

Bicester Scramble

Autosport International

Goodwood Track Day
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