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Membership Renewals 

A reminder that the subscriptions and 

now due. 

These need to be forwarded to Mark as 

soon as possible and he will issue you 

with a new membership card! 

Full Membership is £15 and 

£20 for Family Membership. 

Chairman’s Report 2015 

This has been quite a quiet year for the club, competitively, 
but the social and marshalling aspects has continued in much 
the same way.

12 car rallies and the odd scatter continue to be quite popular 
with clubs in the area, the number of participants tending to 
ensure a full or near-full entry list for many organisers. GMC 
organised two 12 car events in 2015, both of which ran with 12 
cars entered, despite only being 4 weeks apart. The 

Continued on page 3
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Editorial 

Well Winter seems to have 
appeared at long last but 
nothing too challenging in the 
South East. In our household the 
winter tyres have remained in 
the garage. 

Many thanks to Mark for his 
Chairman’s Report, for a club 
with a small membership it is 
quite extraordinary what we get 
up to. Thanks also to Allan for his 
contribution. I heard first hand 
from Allan about his new garage 
– his excitement was palpable! 
However you will see from the 
photos what a project it is. Have 
you had a new garage? Any 
thoughts of your own? 
Inspection pit or not? Decisions, 
decisions! 

Please do remember to renew 
your membership and please do 
let us have any comments about 
how the club can better meet 
your needs. 

Roll on Spring, Happy Motoring. 

Annette and Robert 
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Social Calendar 

Club Events  

Clubnight - 9th February 

Committee - 16th February 

Pubnight - 23rd February 

Other noteworthy events 

Feb/Mar Hogs Back Brewery Visit 

April 22nd Farnham BeerEx 
Contact Mark. 

Goodwood Events 

South Downs Stages 13th February 

Brooklands Events 

21st January Winter Classic 
Breakfast 

Competition 

February 

5th Southsea 12 car - Southsea MC 

12th Oxford 12 car - Oxford MC 

13th South Downs Stages - Goodwood 

19th Papyrus 12 Car - Basingstoke MC 

March 

4th March Hare 12 Car - Basingstoke 
MC 

11th Spring Rally 12 Car - Dolphin 

April 

8th Rapscallion 12 Car - Guildford MC 

15th Southsea 12 Car - Southsea MC 

29th Oxford 12 Car - Oxford MC 

May 

6th The Jedi - Guildford MC 

More on the website! 

Membership Fees

In Tune 

InTune is produced on the third Wednesday of each month preceding the 
cover date. Please could we have any news, views, articles, results, adverts 
etc. for the magazine by the third Tuesday of the month (Committee 
Meeting) Thank you. 

Magazine Editors - Annette and Robert Clayson 

Full Membership £15.00

Family Membership £20.00

Associate Membership £2.50

Pro-rata Membership for new members joining 
after 1st July

Full Membership £7.50

Family Membership £10.00

GMC Goodies

The following GMC Goodies are available from Mark Feeney, 
just phone him or speak to him at Clubnights

Windscreen Sticker £1.50

Club Badge (Self Adhesive) £1.00

GMC Leather Key Ring £1.50

GMC Mugs £2.00

GMC Polo Shirts (White) £15.00

GMC Sweat Shirts (Green) £20.00

Romers, Clear or White plastic £6.00

GMC Ice Scrapers £2.00

GMC Pens 3 for a £1.00

GMC Fleeces (to order) £25



Guildford Motor Club February 2016

Continued from Page 1

Rapscallion attracted crews from all over the South East, as 
it was the final round of the Weald championship. Both the 
Rapscallion and the Jedi 12 car rallies will run in 2016

Our marshalling and safety radio experience continues to be 
utilised on a number of rallies throughout the South of 
England. From touring assemblies to Stage rallies, the GMC 
name is held in good stead by other clubs and event 
organisers.  Again, unfortunately, there were no road rallies 
or 20/20 events in our area. GMC’s stage rally crews had 
mixed fortunes in 2015, both on tarmac and in the forests.  

The club social events were again enjoyed by all those who 
attended.  We had a particularly successful evening at the 
annual H&BMC interclub Skittles evening, with GMC 
providing the outright winner after many, many years of 
trying. The Farnham Beer Exhibition continues to be 
popular, as does the annual barbeque.  The 2015 barbeque 
again enjoyed excellent summer weather.

 The club-nights and pub-nights continue to be supported by 
the same few people. It would be nice to see a few more 
faces once in a while. 

The membership of the club for 2015 was down a bit at only 
27. Of those 27, 22 have been involved in club activities in 
some way over the course of the year.  That equates to 81.5% 
active membership.   

On a rather sad note, we learned of the deaths of founder 
member and first Social Secretary, Bob Jennings and of long 
term member Bob Bates. Many of us fondly remember 
barbeques and Gymkhanas at his farm in Shere. 

I would like to thank everybody for their support this year, 
and particularly, the committee and event organisers for all 
their hard work in making all of the events run smoothly.

Mark Feeney.

Chairman.
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Contact Information 

Chairman:  
Mark Feeney  
71 Carfax Avenue, Tongham 
Farnham Surrey.  
GU10 1BD  
Email: mark.feeney@live.co.uk (H)  
Phone: 01252 319672 (H)  
07747 445680 (M) 
Secretary:  
As Chairman 

Competition Secretary:  
Richard Pashley 
The Old Baliffs House  
152 Brox Road, Ottershaw 
Chertsey Surrey. KT16 0LQ  
Email: 
richardpashley@hotmail.co.uk 
Phone: 01932 875253 
Social Secretary:  
As Competition Secretary  

Treasurer:  
Graham Skingle 
Phone: 01252 702510  

Editors:  
Annette and Robert Clayson 
39 Longhope Drive, Wrecclesham 
Farnham, Surrey. GU10 4SN  
Email: 
annette.clayson@twopenny.com  
Phone: 01252 726618 

Other Committee members:  
Francis Carlisle-Kitz: 07500 512494 

Robert Clayson - 01252 726618 

Jon Marlow - 07918 705922 

Website and Facebook 
Website: www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk 

facebook: www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub

http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub
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Building my dream garage part 1 

Since buying my bungalow nearly 2 
years ago I have dreamt of building 
my garage. We deliberately bought 
this place because it had a large 
garden and room for a quadruple 
garage. The original plan was to be 
able to get my van in the garage as 
well but due to planning officers 
this was not to be, I have had to 
build it with a flat roof and 
maximum height of 2.5m.

The build started just before Christmas, ok maybe winter is not the best time to start building but as 
it was so mild and I had time off I decided to get the foundations done. I got a quote for the concrete 
and grab trucks and was told they could do the concrete between Xmas and the New Year. My brother 
in law is a digger driver so I hired a mini digger and he came over to dig the foundations. With help 
from his dad and my dad we set to work.

The first job was to remove 2 tree stumps, the digger made quick work of the magnolia stump but the 
pine tree put up more of a fight. We had to dig out the roots around it before we could slowly break 
up the root ball. With them out of the way we could start digging the trenches. There are some other 
trees in the garden so the foundations had to be 1.6m deep near them and 1m deep for the rest. This is 
where it was better that Lawrie was driving the digger and not me as he was so quick and accurate. I 
phoned the building inspector hoping he would be able to come out and inspect the trenches before 
the digger had to go back but he couldn’t, so arranged for him to come out the following day. We had 
almost finished digging when Lawrie stopped, he had broken through a clay pipe and water was 
coming out of it. We checked the trench on the other side and found he had already cut through that 
side but we hadn’t spotted it. I was certain it wasn’t the main drains but thought it might be surface 
water drains or land drains. We decided to block it up with clay and carry on. Lawrie piled up the dirt 
as that was going to have to stay there until after the New Year as the grab trucks weren’t working 
over the holidays.

That evening I was thinking about 
that pipe we broke, I decided I 
couldn’t just leave it blocked up as 
it would either back up and cause 
problems for my neighbours or 
wash away my foundations. So I 
booked the morning off work and 
went and bought some plastic pipe 
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and couplings to repair it before the building inspector turned up. He 
was late so I had to go to work and leave Carinna to meet him. When 
he did turn up he wanted the trench along the fence dug deeper as 
there was still some roots from the old tree that were too close to the 
bottom of the trench. As the digger had gone back, I had to dig it by 
hand, which isn’t easy when it is only 450mm wide.

I then tried to book the concrete only to be told that they weren’t 
delivering between Xmas and New Year. So I had to leave my 
trenches open to the weather for a week, which happened to be a 
very wet week. I borrowed a pump from Lawrie’s dad to try and get 
rid of the rainwater that was filling up the trenches. We took the kids 
to London one day and when we got back the trenches were almost 
full of water. It took the pump all night and half the following day to 
empty them. During the week there was several cave-ins, one was 
quite big where the old tree had been.

I arranged for some concrete from a different supplier as I had been 
let down by the first company. Due to my drive being too narrow for the concrete truck I arranged for 
a pump truck to pump the concrete into the rear garden. The pump truck turned up at 9:00 and the 
concrete was due between 10 and 11. I then got a text saying the concrete truck had broken down and 
they would be here about lunchtime. Thankfully the pump truck driver was very understanding and 
would wait. After several phone calls they said it should be with us by 13:00. He eventually turned up 
at 13:40 and we got pumping. I had ordered 12 to 13m3 of concrete but the truck only had 10.7m3. We 
had a couple of choices, either leave it at that and add an extra row of concrete blocks when I build it, 
or he could go back to the yard and refill but that would take at least 2 hours, or phone up the original 
concrete company and see if they could get a truck here quicker, so 
that is what we did.

I was expecting a grab truck to turn up at 14:00 from the same 
company but he was running late as well. When he did turn up he 
could only reach half the pile but that was a full load for him anyway. 
I will have to get a digger back to move the pile closer to the fence so 
the rest can be taken away. I think there might be another 3 or 4 
trucks worth of mud to be taken away once the rest of the base is 
dug out.

Eventually the other concrete truck turned up with 3m3 and we 
finished the pump to much relief. The pump truck cleaned up and 
finally left at 17:00.

I now have foundations, the next job is to get the digger back to dig 
the centre out for the slab and the drainage ditches and get some 
more grab trucks to take away the rest of the mud.

Allan Brown
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Top 10 prejudices (actually 11!) and solutions in some cases. 

Drawn up at the AGM earlier this month.

Rear Fog lights – really need to be turned off with ignition.

Stopping on the wrong side of the road and leaving lights full on.

Lane discipline.

All hats and hoodies (except crash helmets!).

Driving in winter clothing.

All BMW drivers.

All Audi drivers.

Unmarked police cars.

Blue lights (neon) after dark (too bright).

One headlight out.

Phoning and texting whilst driving.

Autosport International 2016 
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New Ford GT and a MK11 in the auction.

Nick Swift’s ex Jon Mowatt 1275GT and last years McLaren.

Four BTCC cars.

In Tune �8


