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Editorial

What a difference two articles make
- | am delighted that this month’s In
Tune is a record breaking 7 pages
long! Very many thanks to Allan and
Francis for their fascinating articles.

| am also very pleased to welcome
three new members: Matt Truelove,
Paul Thompson and Mark Adams at
this rate we will return to the heady
days of the 70's and 80’s when the
membership ran in the 80's, we had
very enjoyable monthly meetings in
the Conservative Club in
Godalming and scatter rallies and
walking rallies (that we used to call
Pedo’s but would not do nowadays
for obvious reasons!) were a regular
feature of the clubs calendar.

So please do not rest on your
laurels - follow these budding
journalists’ excellent example and
send a few words to us for
publication next month.

Happy motoring.

Annette and Robert

In Tune

First Blooding

The night before was restless, dawn seeping through the curtains in
the early hours. The day unfolded unusually slowly, almost limping
along as though it needed a higher octane fuel. It was Friday, 15th.
May 2015 — day of 'The Jolly Goodfellow' 12 Car Rally organised by
Cranleigh Motor Club — and I was full of a curious mixture of high
excitement and shuffling trepidation.

About three weeks previously, at a Pubnight, Mentor Mark Feeney
had mentioned "The Jolly Goodfellow'. Less than a week ago, after
his successful 'Jedi', he suggested that we “Have a go!” He offered

to navigate for me; we would be using my Pocket-Money Porsche

924.

Interestingly, Mark declined the use of my virgin Poti and nav. stuff,

preferring to use his own, familiar gear.

The entire day before the rally was spent fettling the 35 year old
car. Lights were the problem — dash and rear lights going off at the
wrong times. I thought I had cured all but the dash lights which
were beyond me. All other checks made, I went for a long, fast, test
drive and final fuelling. I decided that since I would not be able to
see the rev. counter I would have to listen hard and try to keep the

revs below 5000.

The car ran faultlessly in the daylight. It was, following its
enjoyable recommissioning, looking good for a 'well used' rally car,
bearing the patina of night time bumps and scrapes with all manner
of things on all its panels.

‘We arrived at the start in good time, signed in and did all the
paperwork. Other competitors arrived in their interesting, modern,
neat, tight, fast 3 door hatchbacks.
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Calendar

Club Events

Clubnight - 9th June
Committee - 16th June
Pubnight - 23rd June
Other noteworthy events

7th June Abingdon Carnival
(marshals wanted)

Goodwood Events

7th June Breaakfast Club - Soft Top
Sunday

25th - 28th June Moving Motor Show
and Festival of Speed

Brooklands Events

13th - 14th Double Twelve

In Tune

InTune is produced on the third
Wednesday of each month preceding
the cover date. Please could we have
any news, views, articles, results,
adverts etc. for the magazine by the
third Tuesday of the month (Committee
Meeting) Thank you.

Magazine Editors

Annette and Robert Clayson
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'Nothing else Classic! Am I about to be taught a salutary lesson

about cars on my first time out?'

Drivers and navigators standing about laughing and chatting and
totally at ease in this, their familiar environment; all except me,

experiencing a disloyal moment of doubt about my beloved car.

Belted in and time to get started. It takes several attempts before
the engine fires. Momentarily I imagine that perhaps the car is as
nervous as I am, before I quickly dismiss this indulgent,

anthropomorphic thought and try to get comfortable and focussed.

Then we were moving towards the Starting Marshall. We are car
number 2, much to Mark's amusement. Not amused, I visualised
having to constantly pullover to allow all the faster cars behind to

pass the old 924.

A minute to Go. The cab feels tiny, almost cramped; the crew are
both sizeable, map-board, map, other nav. gear and, of course,
Mark's Poti.

“Out right, right again and down the hill!”

‘Why hadn't I come clean and confessed to the navigator the I have
trouble visualising and interpreting 'right' from 'left’. Pointing the

way has always been a safer bet for me ever since I can remember.
'See if I can cope without him noticing!'

Almost immediately I realise my funk has gone and I feel
remarkably sharp and clear, just as I hoped I would be over the last
few days. During these days I had reasoned that I must overcome
the ingrained urge to drive defensively and within my range and
those of the car and conditions. I must not spare the car, after all it
is a piece of equipment made for this purpose. I have to believe that

it is tough enough for the job.

'A new way of thinking about rally driving and about a car. Does

everybody who enters a rally have to figure it this way?'

Mark feeds me up the road; clear, simple instructions, just enough
warning of obstacles, occasionally punctuated with amusing little

after-thoughts and expressions.

He keeps me calm and focussed, apparently expecting nothing more

of me than I am doing — getting this car up the road as fast as I dare.

I really feel good when we reach Control 3 and we have dropped no

time!

However, at this point we realise that we have no rear lights when
on full beam together with the spot lamps. We will have to take a

risk since I would have serious difficulty driving at speed on these
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tortuous tracks without the massive light from the big, second-

hand Super Oscars.

After doing the nav. we leap away again, whipping up through
second into third, trying to keep the torque in hand.

Then I do a 'right' instead of a left as instructed. We are instantly
into a thickly gravelled entrance to a churchyard and slithering to a
sideways halt on an unfamiliar surface, nosing into a wicket-gate.
Gravestones are momentarily illuminated by the headlights.
Wheels spinning, engine roaring to be out of this 'kitty-litter' and
back on the road. Up through the gears again, gravel chips clashing
out of the tyre treads, noisily into the wheel arches for a mile or
two.

The car is a howling hound tearing through these narrow, deep-cut,
Surrey Hills lanes. I am thrilling in the chase. My family motto
comes to mind: “Life is a daring adventure or it is nothing.” and I
know that what I am involved in is none-other than a daring

adventure of my choice.
I know that I am indeed a fortunate being,.

Te car is going well; responsive at the steering and ready to supply
power and speed at the right foot, fulfilling all that is asked of it. I
feel at-one with the car, thoroughly joying in the driving, covering
the ground at an amazing rate. And it sounds wonderful, yelling its
distinctive call through the countryside. My mind flicks back
through the years to my boyhood in Tanzania watching fabulous,
mud-covered cars screaming past in the East African Safari Rally.
The cars and the gear changing could be heard long before they
came into sight. I remember trying to guess what make of car they
were from their engine noise. It was surely those intoxicating
encounters that were the source my addiction to this indulgent

activity.
All too soon Control 7 and it was over.
I am overcome with a huge sense of anticlimax.

The end is without flag or banner, just a sliding halt beside a
cheery Marshall, congratulating us on finishing but seemingly more
interested in ensuring we know the way to the final meeting point
at The Pub. As I come to realise that we have completed the rally
without mishap, the confused feelings of let-down and
disappointment fade, and gradually, through a vague sense of

disbelief, I begin to make sense of our achievement.

At The Pub, with its ancient, head-butting beams, navigator and
driver, pints in hand, join the warm, excited buzz amongst the
other competitors and Marshalls. There is also a good buffet
spread on the table!


http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub

Guildford Motor Club June 2015

'Is it my imagination, or are we really the last crew in to the pub? Everybody appears to be in before us.'

The final results inform us that we are fourth, having dropped 8 minutes. Inexplicable to me we have missed 3
marker boards! Eventually we are to find out where these boards had been placed, but, I suppose, as with all

other crews who 'miss a board', there remains a lingering sense of it being positively avoidable.

My 'First Blooding' in The Jolly Goodfellow has been a truly momentous experience!lt has exercised a plethora
of emotions and tested a whole range of skills, not least of which were to keep the car on the road and get to the

finish. I have learnt a great deal due to driving with such experience in the navigator's seat.

I have quickly acquired a taste for the 12 car rally. I earnestly hope that with lights aright the howl of the daring
Porsche will be heard again through the countryside.

Francis Carlisle-Kitz

5 weekends of motorsport

It started with Guildford Motor Clubs 12 car (The Rapscalian) which was a last minute decision as there were a
couple of drop outs so there was one space left. I phoned Jim and said do you want to do it? Of course his
answer was yes but as Jim had recently written off his Subaru I said we could do it in my Peugeot 406 automatic
estate, but I don’t think Jim liked that idea so he found a lot smaller Peugeot 108 to do it in.

‘We met up at the finish pub then made our way to the start at the silent pool car park. As this was a round of
the weald 12 car series there were a few new faces and cars. We were car 7 following Graham Skeggs. The first
section was plotting grid references with quite a lot of long way rounds. This took me a long time to plot and
saw us drop 3 minutes, but Jim was now glad we had the 108 not my 406. My car can’t do a long way round

without a 3 point turn, there is no point using the handbrake as that never works in a 406.

Our lack of power was made up for by local knowledge as I managed to get things plotted quickly and Jim knew
the roads, this meant we cleaned the next § sections. Section 7 was coloured junctions, which I couldn’t plot on
the move so we had to stop to get it on the map and we dropped another 3 minutes. The last section gave
Richard Pashley (organiser) and Paul Boxall (course opener) a bit of a panic as they realised the road was closed
and it involved a long detour to get back on course. This caused us to drop 4 minutes which wasn’t helped by the
traffic lights over the old railway bridge going into Cranleigh. The last long way round was on gravel but as we
turned into it we noticed a couple of people stood near it, thinking it was locals about to have a go at us we
drove very quietly round it and proceeded to the finish control. When we told Richard that there was someone
stood at the long way round he said yes it was Jim’s son Paul. He had gone to watch, hoping to see some good

handbrake action but he was disappointed as everyone just drove round it.
At the pub the results were revealed and Jim and I had finished in 374 which we were very pleased with.

The next event was Cranleigh Motor Clubs Navigational Scatter. This saw us out in a Citroen Cactus, which had
less room in the front than thero8. The difference between a 12 car and a Navigational scatter is that the scatter
is plotted in the car park from clues, making it easier for the navigator as the driver can help and then you just

have to worry about choosing the quickest route around the plots.

Unfortunately there was only 3 crews out on this event but as it was the last Cranleigh scatter of the year we ran
it anyway. This again saw a road closed when Brian and Bob put the boards out so a plot had to be moved at the
last minute. It was a long route and a lot was at 4omph. I guessed where the bonus was but I was wrong which
meant we had a last minute dash to the bonus and that made us 4 minutes late back. But Jim and I got another

win.
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It was nice to see a new member Rob out learning the basics of road rallying; this was in preparation for the Jolly

Goodfellow 12 car.

Our youngest member James is also getting very good, guiding his mum round to an impressive score of 140. I
think he has learned well from his Grandad Bob.

The next weekend was the Farnborough District Motor Clubs first sprint of the year at Rushmoor arena.
Carinna is the Entries Secretary for it, although I do most of the pre-event work, but it means that I can enter
the sprint with my Mini Marcos. After so much co-driving it is nice to get in the driving seat for awhile. Saturday
involves sweeping the track, putting out signs and cones and making sure the venue is ready for 70 competitors
and marshals. Lewis stayed with Nan Saturday night so we could get set up on Sunday morning without Lewis
getting in the way. Paul is now at the age that he can help, well when he wants to. Sunday morning was raining so
it was out with the gazebo first. My Marcos is always hard to start when it is cold and as usual it wouldn’t start.
After a couple of spark plug changes and a lot of cranking it finally started. I took it for scrutineering and whilst
the bonnet was open I noticed some rusty water on the radiator. I thought it must be a loose hose or some thing
and I would check it when I got back to my paddock space but I forgot. I signed on, which is part of Carinna’s
role for the day, then went back to the car. Whilst scrutineering the car had got a lot of rainwater in it, so I
started mopping it out. Paul had left the side door on the van part open so I slammed it shut and got my thumb
caught in it. I had blood pouring from my thumb so I wrapped some tissue round it and sat down before 1
fainted. It was really throbbing so I went to get a plaster from Carinna. We then had drivers briefing. The plaster
was full of blood so it was replaced with tissue and insulation tape, which I then had to get in my gloves for my
first practice run. Whilst in the queue there was a red flag so we all turned our engines off. My car would then
not start, when I opened the bonnet to check the plug leads there was rusty water everywhere. That’s when I
noticed a 4mm hole in one of the core plugs, that was it game over. Brett Daniels suggested I went and got
another one and fitted it. So my mother in law, who had turned up with Lewis, drove me to Camberley auto
factors but they didn’t have one. I then tried Halfords, then I phoned Simon May but he didn’t have one and
suggested Camberley or Euro car parts. Camberley I had already tried and Euro’s were shut, I even tried Quik fit
on the way back but no luck. So I could just watch for the rest of the day. Colin Hillyer had a nasty accident in
his Honda Civic involving a tree. The emergency crews were fast on the scene and dealt with it in a professional
and efficient way. Thankfully Colin wears a full harness and neck brace and due to the airbags being deployed
only suffered a bruised nose and a written off Civic. This helped make up my mind and I have now brought a

Hans device.

The next Friday was Guildford’s Jedi 12 car. It started from Little Frensham Pond car park. As the finish was
quite a way from our homes we met at Longmoor and left my car there. We were back in a Peugeot 108. At the
start we were all made aware of the rather sudden death of Maurice May who was a much loved member of
Farnborough District Motor Club and could be found at most motorsport events. I remember going to Mini
Epynt last year to spectate and bumping into Maurice in the middle of the stage. He said you have got to do
Epynt, So we did the Harry Flatters rally, Maurice was right it was great and hopefully by the time you read this
we will have been back for Mini Epynt this year. Mark Feeney gave us a minutes silence at the start to remember

Maurice.

Not having so much local knowledge slowed us down this time. We dropped time on 5 of the 7 sections totalling

13 minutes but had no fails. We finished in 6th out of 9 finishers with 2 retirements.

The last event was the Jolly Goodfellow 12 car run by Cranleigh Motor Club. This is run in memory of Kevin
Goodfellow who was an active member of Cranleigh MC and Census MC and was often Stage commander or
marshalling on rallies. The event started last year when Kevin and Jane agreed to organise a 12 car. The event was
all planned when Kevin suddenly died of a heart attack. Jane asked if the 12 car could still run so Brian and Bob

took it on and called it the Jolly Goodfellow and ran a successful event last year. It was decided to run this as an
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annual event. Jim had bought Kevin’s old Subaru and was trying to get it fixed before this 12 car. It was finished
at 5 o’clock that evening and driven straight to the event via the car park in Cranleigh to pick me up. It was nice
to be back in the Subaru, the acceleration is so smooth you don’t realise how quick you are going. A couple of
times in the past I have told Jim to get on with it whilst I was looking at the map only to look up and realise Jim
was doing 60ish. The 12 car started from Winterfold car park, we had a total of 7 crews out (1 from Farnborough
DMG, 1 Guildford MC, 1 Census MC and 4 Cranleigh MC). Jane was there to start us off with Jim and I as car 1.
The navigation was great and the route was very compact meaning we drove on nearly every road in the Surrey
hills. We dropped 1 minute on a short section, which probably had the easiest navigation but we were going well.
‘We also missed a code board on the last section because Jim was on one of his favourite roads and we were going
warp speed. The Scarlett Arms put on a lovely spread of food at the finish whilst we waited for the rest of the
crews and marshals. We had tied for first but on the decider we had just beaten Graham Prevett and Matt Fowle.

Allan Brown

GMC Goodies
The following GMC Goodies are available from Mark Feeney,
just phone him or speak to him at Clubnights

Windscreen Sticker £1.50
Club Badge (Self Adhesive) £1.00
GMC Leather Key Ring £1.50
GMC Mugs £2.00
GMC Polo Shirts (White) £15.00
GMC Sweat Shirts (Green) £20.00
Romers, Clear or White plastic £6.00
GMC Ice Scrapers £2.00
GMC Pens 3fora£1.00
GMC Fleeces (to order) £25
Membership Fees

Full Membership £15.00

Family Membership £20.00

Associate Membership £2.50

Pro-rata Membership for new members joining after 1st July
Full Membership £7.50

Family Membership £10.00
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Jedi Results
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