
Guildford Motor Club March 2015

 

Weald MC 2014-2015 12 Car Rally Series 

Remaining Rounds

Friday, 13 March 2015 (Bexley Promotion)

Friday, 17 April 2015 (Guildford Promotion) 

Regulations and Entry Forms are available on the website on 
the competition calendar page.
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Editorial 

Spring has Sprung, the grass has 
riz….. and ‘In Tune’ has seven pages 
and GMC has a new member. What 
more can we ask? 

Admittedly half of the editorial team 
has produced two articles – one on 
the Historique Rallye Monte-Carlo. 
Was it really sensible that this 
involved a day trip to Rheims – most 
go to Calais for a day trip to France 
not 2-3 hours further south. 
However the pictures tell their own 
story and it looks like the author 
intends to go for a little longer next 
year. A fun trip was also made to the 
Hogs Back Brewery – it is good to 
have such a fine Ale – ery on our 
doorstep. 

Mark also seems to have had fun on 
the South Downs stages but ‘turning 
new rear bushes out of Nylon’ 
sounds like alchemy to me.  

A very big welcome to Francis 
Carlisle-Kitz – a new member. To 
other longer-standing members 
who may not quite have got around 
to renewing their membership 
please send your money to Mark as 
soon as possible. 

Happy Motoring 

Annette and Robert Clayson 

A reminder that the subscriptions 
are now overdue!                                                                               

These need to be forwarded to 
Mark as soon as possible and he 

will issue you with a new 
membership card! 

Full Membership is £15 and 
£20 for Family Membership. 
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GMC Goodies 

Membership Fees 
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Calendar 

Club Events  

Clubnight - 10th March 

Committee - 17th March 

Pubnight - 24th March  

BeerEx 24th April 

Rapscallion 12 Car - 17th April 

Jedi 12 Car 8th May  

Other noteworthy events 

28th Feb Driveshaft 20/20 

6th March Southsea MC 12 car 

13th March Weald MC Round 6 

20th March FDMC March Hare 12 car 

11th April Aldershot Rally for Heroes 

Goodwood Events  

10th March Members’ Meeting 
Testing 

14th March Saywell Track Day - lots of 
Supercars 

21st - 22nd March Members’ Meeting 

Brooklands Events 

8th Mar Austin Morris Day 

29th Mar Mini Day 

In Tune 

InTune is produced on the third 
Wednesday of each month preceding 
the cover date. Please could we have 
any news, views, articles, results, 
adverts etc. for the magazine by the 
third Tuesday of the month (Committee 
Meeting) Thank you. 

Magazine Editors 

Annette and Robert Clayson 

The following GMC Goodies are available from Mark Feeney, 
just phone him or speak to him at Clubnights

Windscreen Sticker £1.50

Club Badge (Self Adhesive) £1.00

GMC Leather Key Ring £1.50

GMC Mugs £2.00

GMC Polo Shirts (White) £15.00

GMC Sweat Shirts (Green) £20.00

Romers, Clear or White plastic £6.00

GMC Ice Scrapers £2.00

GMC Pens 3 for a £1.00

GMC Fleeces (to order) £25

Full Membership £15.00

Family Membership £20.00

Associate Membership £2.50

Pro-rata Membership for new members joining after 1st July

Full Membership £7.50

Family Membership £10.00

Don’t forget our (very smart) 
fleeces as well, now the cooler 
weather is with us! 
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Historique Rallye Monte Carlo – A brief 
visit. 

The historic Monte is similar to the original events with 
staring points scattered around Europe. Turin, Barcelona, 
Glasgow and Reims. The event attracts upwards of 300 cars. 

With some 130 cars starting Reims and the first control 
being at the old Reims Grand Prix circuit it seemed a 
tempting prospect given also I had a couple of friends taking 
part.

A good friend said he would like come a long as well. So I 
arrived at Mike’s house in Guildford at 6.45 and by 9.00 we 
were on the shuttle. It’s about two and half hour drive to 
Reims along the autoroute. About half way we started to 
encounter snow and eventually we caught up with a pair of 
snowploughs. We followed for a while until the snow started 

to clear and we were able 
to maintain better 
progress.

Once in Reims we headed 
for the Exhibition Park 
were documentation and 
scrutineering were taking 
place. Thankfully, it was 
inside. We took and walk 
around also taking 
pictures and met up with 
my friends. One was 
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Contact Information 

Chairman:  
Mark Feeney.  
71 Carfax Avenue, Tongham 
Farnham Surrey.  
GU10 1BD  
Email: mark.feeney@live.co.uk (H)  
Phone: 01252 319672 (H)  
07747 445680 (M)  

Secretary:  
As Chairman 

Competition Secretary:  
Richard Pashley.  
The Old Baliffs House  
152 Brox Road, Ottershaw Chertsey 
Surrey. KT16 0LQ  
Email: 
richardpashley@hotmail.co.uk 
Phone: 01932 875253 

Social Secretary:  
As Competition Secretary  

Treasurer:  
Graham Skingle.  
Phone: 01252 702510  

Editors:  
Annette and Robert Clayson.  
39 Longhope Drive, Wrecclesham 
Farnham, Surrey. GU10 4SN  
Email: 
annette.clayson@twopenny.com  
Phone: 01252 726618 

Other Committee members:  
Robert Clayson - Phone: 01252 
726618  
Jon Marlow - Phone: 07918 705922 

Website and Facebook 
Website www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk 

facebook  

www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub

http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub
http://www.guildfordmotorclub.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/guildfordmotorclub
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navigating in a Datsun 240Z and the other driving a Mini Cooper.

We then headed back into the centre of Reims as the cars were being parked up in the town before 
the ceremonial start.  Mike and I took the opportunity of a late lunch in the town. By the time we had 
finished, most of the cars had parked up. The number of cars had been swelled by eight with the cars 
starting in Glasgow. More pictures and it had stopped trying to rain/snow.  

As the Ceremonial Start was at 7pm and they were due at the 
control on the old Grand Prix circuit fifteen minutes later. We went 
back to the car and headed out to the circuit only to be delayed by 
an accident on the ring road. Nevertheless, we arrived at the circuit 
it was very busy indeed! 

A good spectating point was on the walkway on top of the pits. 
Each time a car came through and stopped a cheer went up. 
Biggest cheer was for Jean Ragnotti who this year was driving a 
Renault 12.

We had to leave before all the cars had gone through, we had a 
shuttle to catch and we weren’t sure what the weather had done 
further north! That said, we had a really good run back!

It has whetted my appetite to try and get further south and see the 
full entry!

Robert

In Tune �4



Guildford Motor Club March 2015

Hogs Back Brewery Visit - 20th February 

A small band of members and friends headed for the Hog’s Back Brewery 
from the usual informative guided tour complete with samples as we 
made our way around.

South Down Stages 14th 
February 2015 

Following the disappointing end to our 
last outing, The Tempest rally back in 
November, I’d done a little bit of 
‘resilience development’ to the car. The 
bump stops, which weren’t stopping 
bumps were removed and replaced with 
Ford Escort style bump stops that mount 
on the axle to provide a more progressive 
and controlled amount of axle travel. I’d 
also chopped out the damaged upper rear 
part of the propshaft tunnel, re-welded the rear bulkhead to the floor pan, and fitted a raised bit to 
the tunnel to mount the electrical cut-out on. The result being no more prop to body interaction  – 
unless something  goes seriously wrong! 

I’d also turned some new rear bushes out of Nylon to locate the lower rear arms much more solidly.
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The car was all ready for its annual trip to Goodwood 
circuit for the South Downs stages on Valentines day.

A close eye was kept on the weather forecasts in the 
week leading up to the event, showers were 
predicted, so the totally worn out Kumho’s were 
changed for a newer set of Dunlop wets.

Whilst Steve and I were unloading the car from the 
trailer, Jon & Pash went over to the service area to 
‘bags’ our two bays. To our left, we had car number 3, 
the Davrian of Dean Thomas, and to our right, car 1 the Mkll Escort of Paul king. Exalted company 
indeed.

The organisers had announced, in the weeks before the event, that there was to be a V8 challenge 
award, as there were 3 TR7’s, a Rover SD1 and a Ferrari 308, all running V8 lumps of various sizes. As 
we were unlikely to be up for any class awards, it gave us something else to compete for. 

Alastair in the quickest of the TR’s came in after stage one to tell us about lack of grip at the third 
chicane. After last years spin on stage one, it did little for my confidence – maybe that’s what he 
planned?

As we joined the queue for SS1, Pash found he couldn’t do his belts up. Possibly too much post-
Christmas stuffing, but actually, I’d put the lap belts in the wrong way round. Easily sorted, and we 
were ready for the off. The Fulls were running the start line radio, and I made sure to acknowledge 
them on every stage. So I can’t blame them for the mishaps on stages 4 and 8. 

We had a pretty much problem free day really. There was a nasty vibration when in fifth gear at over 
100 mph or so, for which we never found the cause, a rattle from under the co-driver’s seat, which 
turned out to be one of my missing 3/8 drive socket extensions, the intercom started giving a horrible 
amount of feedback – just as we started stage 1, but never happened on any other stages.

The only two mishaps were a 180 degree spin just 
before the flying finish line on stage 4. We didn’t lose 
any time, but we did cross the line backwards. The 
other one did cost us some time. It was the first of 
the night stages. When the lights were fitted and 
tested, which needs the ignition to be on, I’d turned 
off the fuel pump. We were heading to the first open 
chicane on stage eight, when the engine started to 
miss-fire. We’d almost coasted round the pallets 
when the engine cut out. A quick check of the 
warning lights showed I’d forgotten to turn the fuel 
lifter pump back on – it took a couple of seconds for pressure to build back up, and we were under 
way again. We’d probably lost 6 or 7 seconds, which put our nearest rival, Car 53, one of the other 
TR7’s only 2 seconds behind us. A clean run on stage 9 put us clear again.
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Of the V8’s, we finished 2nd behind Alastair & Ralph, 
Paul & Jaz Bareham (car 53) in the other TR were 
third and the Ferrari 4th. Sadly the 4.2 Rover SD1 
ran out of sparks when his coil died after stage 6.

With a start seeding of 48, we’d finished 28th Overall 
and 5th in class. The only ‘damage’ is a bit of red ink 
from the Flying Finish board which won’t even need 
T-Cut to get off.      

Many thanks to Steve and Jon for spannering, and 
Pash for navigating. I’ll be posting the in-car video footage in the next week or so.

Mark
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